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Mr. W. H. Witthaus, St. Louis, Mo., Presi- 
dent Evangelical Brotherhood, official men’s 


organization of 
North America 


The Preachers Lot: 
Is It Easy? 


In working with minis- 
ters I am constantly being 
impressed with the enor- 
mous load most of them 
carry. And this does not 
mean merely a multiplicity 
of things to do; it does 


mean that harassment which - 


is almost beyond belief. 
The troubles and difficulties 
of the parish break the 
heart of the true minister. 
Hourly he is called upon to 
bring forth from his own 
inner resources those pow- 
ers which are needed to as- 
sist those who call upon him 
for inspiration, counsel, 
wisdom and direction. — 
Irvin E. Deer, secretary, 
Kansas City Council of 
Churches. 
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Someone to Need Me 


I ask not that Life’s seas be al- 
ways calm, 

The storms but fling a challenge 
to my soul, 

And I grow stronger battling 
waves that rear 

Their peaks twixt me and that 
far distant goal. 


I ask not that Life’s skies be 
always blue, 

The clouds but make us better 
love the sun; 

The rains—those tears of heart- 
aches, loss and grief— 

But water seeds of friendship just 
begun. 


But this I ask, that through 
Life’s storms aind calms 

My fragile bark may somehow 
bravely ride, 

Unscarred by bitterness—or sin. 
And grant 

There may be ONE WHO NEEDS 
ME near my side! 


Grace Harner Poffenberger. 


iP a 
yh 


(ly 


| 


: 
| 


" 
lh 
Nn 


a 


nn 


i 


RT 


call 


DTT TRH 
aT] 


L 


| 


“tl 


INU hl | 


' 


BOBQBOGOQBODOGOBGOBOGOBGOBQAQ GO BOQGQVOGOQGQBQS 


The Rev. H. L. Streich, Executive Secretary 
Evangelical Brotherhood 


1720 Chouteau Ave., St. Louis, Mo. 


Adult Bible Class, St. Paul’s, Summit Hill, Pa., the Rev. Edgar W. Kohler, pastor 
—the banner Bible Class of Carbon County 
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CONTEMPORARY AMERICAN 
THEOLOGY 

This is a day of symposiums. Practical- 
ly all of the great publishing houses are 
issuing them, dealing with every subject. 
The religious houses are perhaps giving us 
more of them than are the other publishers 
—for religion seems to lend itself to con- 
troversy more than any other subject—at 
least, it finds voice and expression in more 
varied forms. It would be easy to get to- 
gether ten confessions of faith by Chris- 
tians that would make it impossible for a 
stranger to Christianity to believe the ten 
men really held the same faith or belonged 
to the same Christian Church. Sometimes 
it seems to me that there is much differ- 
ence between the Christianity of some 
Catholics I know and some liberal Pro- 
testants as there is between Catholicism 
and Buddhism, for instance. If ten men 
were asked to contribute a chapter each 
on Christianity to put into the hands of, 
let us say, a Japanese student, who had 
no acquaintance with the faith, unless the 
men had been very carefully chosen from 
one school, the book would be very con- 
fusing indeed. I can imagine a Japanese 
hearing Dr. Fosdick define Christianity 
one Sunday and Dr. Machen the next Sun- 
day, or Father Hughson one Sunday and 
Dr. Shirley Jackson Case the next. He 
would surely say: “These are not the same 
religions!” Well, they hardly are, al- 
though both bearing the name of Chris- 
tianity. 

The publication by the Round Table 
Press, of New York, of a Symposium on 
“Contemporary American Theology,” by 12 


INTERNATIONAL CHRISTIANITY 
By Dr. A. V. Casselman 


(During this Epiphany Season there will 
appear in this space special news fresh 
from the field which has immediate bear- 
ing upon the present missionary situation.) 


HUMAN INTEREST MINUTES 


Ordinarily the minutes of the Mission 
meeting, or any other for that matter, are 
not the most interesting thing in the 
world. However, in looking over the 
Minutes of the Annual Mission Meeting 
of the China Mission I came across some 
very interesting items and should like to 
pass them on to the readers of the “Mes- 
senger”’ with a few comments. 


Here are the first three paragraphs of 
the Committee on Recommendations: 


“We are indeed grateful to our Heaven- 
ly Father for His loving care of us during 
the year just closed. All through this year 
our Yochow Station has been lying under 
the threat of Communist invasion. Yet, in 
spite of this danger, our work has pro- 
ceeded with very little interruption. In 
the Shenchow Station all has been peace- 
ful and there has been no interruption in 
the work. 


“The work reports show that the Chi- 
nese people are very friendly. The attend- 
ance at Church and chapel services has 
been good; the enrollments in our schools 
have been large. We are being challenged 
to enter into new lines of work, and into 
new villages with the work already begun. 
Truly the fields are ripe unto the harvest, 
and truly the workers are few. 


“The inevitable results of attempting to 
conduct the work with so small a force is 
that the missionary is spread out too thin, 
attempting to do too much, with disastrous 
results both to the health of the missionary 
and to the quality of work done; or, the 


of the most outstanding leaders in the 
field of theology, gave rise to the above 
reflection. I suppose these particular men 
were chosen just because they represented 
such widely separated points of view. It 
is hard to think of the Christianity set 
forth in this book by most of the writers 
as the same religion expounded by Pro- 
fessors Case and Wieman. I have taken 
the extreme contrast, for all of the con- 
tributors with the exception of Dr. 
Machen, would be classified with the at 
least moderately liberal group in the 
American Church. Perhaps the Editor, Dr. 
Virgilius Ferm, would have been a little 
more fair to the whole American situation 
if he had included in his group three or 
four exponents of the conservative, if not 
“Fundamentalist” approach to the faith. 
Also it would have been well, especially at 
just this time when the Anglo-Catholic 
Movement is attracting so much attention, 
to have one exponent of the Catholic point 
of view—President Bell, of St. Stephen’s 
College, for instance. But there is enough 
variance of opinion to give great interest 
to the book. It is a fascinating book and 
will, of course, be widely read. The fact 
that it is autobiographical in its nature— 
purposely so, so that the authors are re- 
lieved from all embarrassment and modesty 
—lends added interest to it. Not only are 
the authors to tell what is their theology, 
but they are to tell quite frankly the men- 
tal and spiritual processes by which they 
arrived at their conclusions. They have 
done so, and since they are all very emi- 
nent men the book has the double interest 
of being a series of chapters of spiritual 


work is simply left undone, which is again 
disastrous to the cause of Christ.” 

Here is an action which speaks for it- 
self, and isn’t it just too bad: 

“Resolved, That in view of the fact that 
we have only one-half of our workers on 
the field, we feel unable to release any 
workers for participation in famine relief 
work.” 

That the missionaries are making their 
share of the sacrifice necessary in the 
present financial depression is evidenced 
by this action: 


“In view of the present financial situa- 
tion, be it Resolved, that the mission- 
aries express their desire to be booked 
for second class passage across the Pa- 
cific.” The Minutes added a note to the 


REV. J. FRANK BUCHER 


President of the China Mission, who 

has spent his last term of service 

alone in China while his family is 

here in America for the education 
of his children. 


pilgrimages as well as a symposium on 
theological thought. Some of the writers 
are more frank than others in this sharing 
of the contributing incidents and experi- 
ences to their lives, and I rather enjoyed 
their chapters best. The first chapter— 
and the longest—the story by Prof. Ben- 
jamin Wisner Bacon of his long labors— 
nearly fifty years—in the field of New Tes- 
tament criticism fascinated me. For here 
one gets a remarkable picture of the forces, 
circumstances, influences that went to 
shape the foremost New Testament scholar 
that America has produced. And even if 
one does not accept all of the radical con- 
clusions to which Professor Bacon arrived, 
yet here one has spread before him the 
road by which the radical critic arrives at 
his conclusions. 

The same thing is true, in varying de- 
grees, of all these chapters—each one col- 
ored, of course, by the department of 
thought in which the scholar has spent his 
life: Professor Edgar S. Brightman, of Bos- 
ton University, Professor Henry N. Wie- 
man, of the University of Chicago, and 
Professor Rufus M. Jones are philosophers 
and have come to the theological conelu- 
sions along the philosophers’ path, al- 
though it would hardly be fair to say this 
of Dr. Rufus Jones, for he is pre-eminently 
the mystic and his chapter stands out from 
all the others as a story of the mystical 
apprehension of divine things. Although 
Professor John Wright Buckham of the 
Pacific School of Religion, holds the chair 
of theology, yet he is pre-eminently a 
philosopher and frankly confesses that he 


(Continued on Page 21) 


above action to this effect: “Carried unani- 
mously by rising vote.” 

That the Sunday Schools of our China 
Mission are not behind the times in their 
educational ideals and methods is evidenc- 
ed by this action: 

“The following minimum standard of 
efficiency for Sunday Schools has been 
worked out by your Committee: A Sunday 
School in each local Church and out-sta- 
tion. Each Sunday School shall be kept 
open the year around. Each Sunday School 
shall have at least three departments, with — 
materials and lessons graded to the needs 
of the respective departments.” 

Here is a grist of items concerning our 
evangelistic work in the little congrega- 
tion of our China Mission. Many of them 
put to shame our half-hearted support of 
Christianity in the home Church here in 
America. When we consider the poverty — 
of these Christian members of our Chi- 
nese Churches—a poverty the like of which 
we have no knowledge in the American 
Church — the following items may well 
cause us to hide our faces: 

“The Church at Cheng-ling-chi conducted 
a night school for workmen and raised 
$114.00 for local charity work.” 

“The per capita contribution of the 
membership in Shenchow City was $2.80.” 

“The Yungsui-Paotsing people have paid 
their Classical dues (apportionment) in 
advance this year.” 

“A Woman’s Preaching Band is assisted 
with funds raised by the Needlework 
Guild. The Guild raised a total of $60.00 
for various benevolent enterprises.” 

Our Mission belongs to the Western Hu- 
nan District Association, or Classis as we 
would say, of the Chureh of Christ in 
China. The figures are as follows and the ~ 
percentages might well be envied by SS 
Church here at home. 

“Membership in the Distriet, 758; in 
Pye 15%. Contributions, $2, 196; i 
7 C ” 
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THE OXFORD GROUP 


We were privileged to attend, on January 9, the meeting 
of the Oxford Group with several hundred of the clergy 
of Philadelphia. The first appeal made by Dr. Buchman, 
founder of the Movement, was that its quality or value 
should not be judged by any one meeting. To this we 
agree. We believe, moreover, that this particular meeting 
was, on the whole, rather favorably assessed by most of 
those in attendance. The Rev. Sam Shoemaker, of Calvary 
P. E. Church, New York, perhaps the best known American 
pastor in this Movement, presided. Among those he called 
upon for testimony were two pastors (one American, the 
other Canadian), a chaplain of Cambridge, a sister of Prof. 
Emil Brunner of Switzerland, a German lady who is prin- 
cipal of a Girls’ School in that country, a recent co-ed of 
Oxford University, and Dr. Grensted, Canon of Liverpool 
Cathedral and Professor of the Philosophy of the Christian 
Religion at Oxford. Dr. Buchman, himself, concluded the 
meeting with a few remarks. 


We call attention to two articles in this issue which fur- 
ther interpret the claims and aims of the Group. Their 
activities are certainly causing a great deal of discussion, 
both in the religious and secular press. Mr. G. Raymond 
Booth reports in The American Friend that the Christian 
community in Canada has divided quite sharply over the 
Oxford Group Issue. He thinks much good has been ac- 
complished, but says that many reputable Christian leaders 
see no good in the Movement and that the converts tend 
to: show a very narrow and intolerant attitude toward any 
who have not found this new experience of happiness. It 
is interesting to know that the result of the work of the 
Oxford Group in Canada is being appraised by a Committee 
of about thirty religious leaders who expect soon to issue 
an impartial statement which they hope will tend to bring 
together divergent opinion which, at the present moment, 
is rapidly creating a most unwholesome spiritual atmosphere. 


So eminent a Canadian preacher as Dr. Richard Roberts 
finds a great deal of value and acknowledges personal in- 
debtedness to the work of the Group, but says that on the 
very threshold he is faced with an important misgiving, be- 
cause in the public exposition of the principles of the Group, 


the chief insistence has been upon what we have to do; 
while the chief insistence of the New Testament is upon 
what God has done. Perhaps the most biting criticism of 
the Movement is found in the New Outlook (Toronto), 
organ of the United Church of Canada, which prints a 
number of articles showing the perils involved, while the 
Editor, Dr. Creighton, declares that he found it impossible 
to say much in its favor before he saw it work, and now 
that he has seen it he finds it doubly and trebly impossible. 
He describes meetings of the Movement as “an unblushing 
piece of exhibitionism” and adds, ‘““What is happening in the 
inner consciousness of the younger members of the Group, 
manifestly sincere and compelled to go through such per- 
formances, night after night, we shudder to think. A meet- 
ing for ministers at which matters of sex were discussed 
will abide as one of the hideous memories of a lifetime.” 
At this time when the work of the Church is so extremely 
difficult, beset with hindrances and problems, Dr. Creighton 
is convinced that those who are confidently expecting great 
good through the Oxford Group Movement will have the 
bitter experience of finding the work made more compli- 
cated and difficult. On the other hand, a group of seven 
of the leading pastors of the United Church, under the 
leadership of Dr. George C. Pidgeon, protest against Dr. 
Creighton’s view and stated as their profound conviction 
that the Movement is of God. “We do not believe it right’, 
they say, “to allow ‘differences of methods and forms of 
presentation to blind us to its central demand for com- 
pletely surrendered lives and to the effect of that demand 
on our people. Lives in great numbers are being ‘changed’, 
often with dramatic suddenness; in other cases fear, doubt 
and anxiety are being replaced by peace and rejoicing con- 
fidence; and many defeated and discouraged workers, in- 
cluding ministers, have become ‘life changers’, in whose 
hands the Gospel is once more ‘the power of God unto 
salvation’. Already new life is stirring in our Churches 
and our own lives have been quickened. The Movement 
does not attempt to cover the whole work of the Christian 
Church, since it is a Movement within the Church. It gives 
a special message for a special need, and we think that its 
concentration is its strength. In any case, ‘Christ is 
preached, and we therein do rejoice, yea, and will rejoice’.” 
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“THE YEARS BETWEEN” 


Dr. Henry van Dyke is said fo be the only minister who 
is a member of the American Academy of Arts and Letters. 
When that organization recently celebrated its 80th birth- 
day, Dr. van Dyke is quoted as saying: “If there is anything 
in the world for which a man deserves no credit it is his 
birthday. ‘This is true for his first and his last. Both come 
without his choice. Only for the years between is he 
responsible. It is a comfort to know that you think my 
years between have not been altogether wasted.” 

It is true, of course, that no man is responsible for his 
first birthday. But in recent years altogether too many 
have helped to determine their last. We now rank ahead of 
all nations in self-murder, and the practice is not confined 
to any class. Indeed, this awful sin seems to be most com- 
mon among those who have been most highly privileged. 

Many references have been made to the “enormous sense 
of futility” and the increasing habit of suicide among col- 
lege students and young intellectuals. Referring to this 
statement, that eminent Philadelphia publicist and indus- 
trialist, Dr. Alba B. Johnson, is inclined to blame part of 
this feeling on the part of students to college teachers who 
obtain all their facts from reading rather than from contacts 
with life. Dr. Johnson is undoubtedly right in saying that 
the sense of futility, pessimism and despair can be largely 
attributed to the “absence of adequate religious training.” 
He adds: “Truly, the student must learn to live for others 
and to help others. Their minds are usually too self-cen- 
tered. ‘They concentrate too much on their own ego, their 
own little disappointments. What they need is a great 
loyalty to something outside of themselves.” 

But so far as most of us are concerned, Dr. van Dyke is 
right in saying that our responsibility is for the years be- 
tween birth and death. We do not propose to end our work 
until God calls us hence. But who can measure the extent 
of this responsibility of living, in days so freighted with 
destiny as these through which we are now passing? What 
sort of a record are we writing in “the years between?” 
The man who ventures to walk through these perilous times 
without the guidance and help of Almighty God is foolish 
indeed. 
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“HUMAN NATURE”? 


One of the most remarkable facts of history is the educa- 
tion of the young people of Russia to believe that greatness 
consists in devotion to the common good. ‘The success of 
the Russian education in this respect contradicts much that 
we have said about the “natural” selfishness of human na- 
ture, and tends to prove that the profit-seeking society which 
we have built in the West might as readily have been made 
co-operative if we had had the vision and the faith to make 
it so. Men will work for other motives than the getting of 
much wealth. They will labor strenuously for other ends 
than self-advancement. ‘The least we can say of them is 
that they have just as much native capacity for co-oper- 
ative life as they have for competitive struggle. That is 
saying immeasurably more than our economists and legis- 
lators have been willing to admit. 

Suppose our present difficulties about marriage and art 
and government and industry and international dealings are 
not made inevitable by “human nature”, after all! Suppose 
they are the product of our lack of faith and courage rather 
than the outgrowth of natural desires and impulses which 
no education can control! Suppose our popular belief that 
competition must remain at the heart of industry is nothing 
more than a cherished superstition! Suppose we actually 
could create a warless, greedless, lustless world, if only we 
dared to have faith! Ah yes, if only we dared. Young 
men will dream of beauty and comradeship and the over- 
coming of the world if these are our ideals, our purposes, 
our admirations, our faiths! Dream they must. But the 
gossamer out of which their dreams are spun is given them 
by the hands of their elders not less than by the urges in 
their blood. Reared in modern America, we know fairly 
well what a young man’s dreams will be. If he were reared 
in Russia, we also know. They would not be the same 
dreams, though he were the same young man! If we could 
make our dreams as great in public concern as those of the 


young Russian, and refine and enlarge them by adding a 
vivid’ awareness of God, how great would our young men 


become ! —F.D.W. 
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THE GREATEST NEED OF MANKIND 


Our London Correspondent, Mr. H. W. Peet, writes an 
inspiring word about the solemn New Year message given 
on the program of the British Broadcasting Co., which 
again makes us wish that our own radio programs were 
blest with less commercialism, jazz and foolishness, and 
more that is truly helpful to the human spirit. This is Mr, 
Peet’s description: “After midnight a voice began to speak 
with a note of seriousness and urgency in it. For years the 
speaker, Mr. J. C. Stobart, has given at the opening of the 
year a Grand Good Night. Once more he had come to do 
this. He is, as everyone knows today, a sick man, and it 
was from a sick room he spoke to the nation. The words 
on the lips of a preacher might receive a sober welcome as 
words in the part, such as we expect; but coming from a 
man who had not spoken of such matters before, they were 
deeply impressive. He said that he had come to see that 
nothing would avail mankind but a new birth; and only the 
love of God in Christ could save us. ‘This has been said by 
many, but as it came over the air from a great servant of 
the B.B.C., now laid aside by sickness, it was most deeply 
moving ; and there is something in the Radio to reveal sin- 
cerity and feeling in the speaker. It was the real word of 
the Lord which Mr. Stobart spoke, being clearly under an 
inner compulsion.” 

This is indeed the only remedy to cure our deep-seated 
malady. Beneath all economic and financial mal-adjust- 
ments, our disease is moral and spiritual, and a bankrupt 
and impotent Congress cannot reach the seat of the trouble. 
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WHAT’S THIS? 


U. S. Representative Erk, of Pittsburgh, wants the ad- 
vertising of beer legalized, “if and when’. He said that if 
beer could not be legally advertised, it “would seriously 
handicap the marketing of beer. If the producers could 
not take advantage of advertising, or solicitation, the sale 
would be hindered, and the revenue anticipated by the Goy- 
ernment would fall far below the estimate for the budget.” 

“How come?” Were we not told by the Wets that the 
vast majority of the people were frothing at the mouth for 
beer. Now they say, that if the sale of beer cannot be in- 
creased by advertising and door-bell ringing, and the people 
constantly urged and encouraged to drink the “suds”, the 
sale “would be hindered.” This is rather irksome, Mr. Erk. 

What you mean is, that the consumption of beer would 
not at all be as great as it was declared it would be, unless 
the brewers be given every opportunity to create a thirst 
for beer. We must make the people beer-minded, if the 
revenue is to come in. 

The brother practically admits that the thirst for beer is 
not ‘‘so hot”, after all. Indeed, the signs are increasing that 
the Wets are becoming somewhat nervous as to the success 
of this entire beer business, now that their pre-election lies 
are being nailed by themselves. Certainly the thirsty public 
will not feel so kindly disposed toward the Wet politicians 
who beer-boozled them with glowing promises of beer be- 
fore last Christmas. 

When the thirsty finally learn that the recent political 
revolt was not a mandate for beer, but a protest against 
conditions, their confidence in the declarations of the Wet 
leaders will receive even a severer jolt. As a matter of 
fact, Prohibition is still a very lively corpse, and many Wets 
are beginning to have “cold feet” as to their chance of 
getting legalized cold beer. —Now and Then. 
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ADVERTISING YOUR CHURCH 


The New Year statement from the President of the 
Baltimore and Ohio Railroad to “all the B. & O. family”, 
is well worth reading. ‘While the year has been full of 
difficulties and disappointments”, he said, “we should not 
forget that it is our good fortune to be living i in what is 
still the best and richest country in the world. Let us all 
try during the new year to make the B. & O. service so” 
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good and so satisfactory to our patrons that everyone will 
wish to use it when possible. We cannot compel others to 
use the B. & O., but good service may induce them to do 
rue 

Just so. If you are inclined to wail and whine, try to 
remember how fortunate you are in still living in such a 
country as this and with such opportunities as we have 
every day. And while we cannot compel others to come 
to the Church we represent, it is true also in our case that 
good service may induce them to do so. We can advertise 
our Church in the papers, over the radio or by the use of 
billboards. Better still, we can advertise it by making it 
worth while for folks to come. Best of all, we can combine 
the values of our services with the kind of daily living 
which will make folks hold in honor and regard the religion 
we profess. 

oan dae: 


AN HONEST CONFESSION 


It was in the days when for a very small wage a Japanese 
girl would gladly help a missionary wife with the house- 
work. 

We had a maid whom it was hard to teach to do the 
laundering satisfactorily. The first time the mistress criti- 
cised her performance, she said that the soap was poor. The 
next time the firewood was bad and the water would not 
get hot enough. Another time the water in our well was 
roily. She was never at a loss for an excuse, and could even 
assert that when the weather was so ugly it was impossible 
to wash things clean and white. One day I told her: “We 
are tired of your excuses. The next time the mistress cor- 
rects you, don’t answer back, but say “Hai!’” (Japanese 
word meaning “Yes, I understand.”) She was meeker 
after that, and there was marked improvement. 

One Sunday morning she was left in charge of the house, 
while the rest of us went to Church. As I returned, I 
noticed that the window of her room was open, and at that 
instant a cat leaped from it carrying a piece of cake in its 
mouth. -I kindly told the maid what had happened. To my 
surprise she at once became flustered, and stammered: “I 
baked a small cake for my folks, but used my own materials, 
not yours.” Her confusion was enough to make one sus- 
pect that she was hiding the truth, and a very little inquiry 
was enough to confirm the suspicion. I faced her again, and 
told her that the mistress would gladly have given her the 
materials if she had only asked for them. ‘Danna San,” 
she said, “I was bad. Pardon me.” 


Then she began to beg the Church for baptism. The 
motive of a servant is open to question; but her repentance 
was genuine, and her request was at last granted. Her life 
from first to last has been full of trials, which her faith 
has enabled her to bear with much gladness. 

Brothers, how hard it is to make that simple speech: 
“T was bad. Pardon me.” But until our pride is crushed 
and that speech is made, there can be no real power or joy 
itt our lives. —CHRISTOPHER Noss. 
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MAJOR PERPLEXITIES 


Dr. Glenn Frank, President of the University of Wis- 
consin, says that the three “major perplexities’” which will 
confront the new President of the United States on March 
4th are: “The thinly veiled breakdown of the world’s 
financial system, the revolutionary changes that science and 
technology have effected in the world’s industrial system, 
and the strange revival since the war of a stubborn and 
swashbuckling nationalism.” Editor Arthur Brisbane de- 
clares that there is another major perplexity more “major” 
than the three mentioned, namely, the problem of putting 
twelve million Americans back to work. 

We must all admit that these are staggering problems, 
which may well give pause to all the friends of civilization. 
But these and all other perplexities will be solved only in 
the degree that men and women become more Christ-like. 
More than anything else, America needs a revival of genu- 
ine religion. Ministers and consecrated laymen should 
work harder and sacrifice more than ever before, facing 
their tasks with the undaunted faith that the Gospel of 
Christ was never more needed and that our country and the 
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world can be saved in no other way than the way which 
the Gospel of Christ offers. We have what the world must 
lave to be saved, and we must spend and be spent with 
utter abandon in order to be faithful to our trust. 

These problems will not be solved in a day or a year. 
The attainment of wisdom is a very slow and difficult pro- 
cess, and it requires the far view to engage in an effective 
struggle against the major curses of history, like war, rum, 
slavery, impurity, and social injustice. Mr. Kagawa re- 
cently said: “My work for peace is a long-term undertak- 
ing, including both the transformation of men’s inner souls 
through the religion of Jesus Christ, and the changing of 
the economic system, under which they must live, from a 
competitive to a co-operative basis.’ Is it not the major 
difficulty with most of us that we are not quite ready and 
willing to undertake long-term campaigns and fail to show 
the earnestness, patience and persistence which they de- 


mand? 
*k ok x 


AN UNDYING NAME 


In the Deutsche Theater in Berlin a play called, “God, 
Emperor and Peasant”, was recently produced, dealing with 
the personality of John Huss, the Reformer whose courage 
and devotion brought him to the stake as fuel for a bonfire. 
The play, by Julius Hay, represented the Emperor Sigis- 
mund and Pope John XXIII as worldly-minded oppressors 
of John Huss, and mediaeval profiteers. There were such 
serious disturbances at the theater, however, that the show 
had to be stopped. 


As John Huss is held in high honor among us, our read- 
ers should be interested in the following comment which 
the above incident brought out in the New York American: 
“More interesting than any political part of Huss’ career 
was his own character. Strapped to the execution post, with 
soldiers piling wood around him, he exclaimed ‘Sancta 
simplicitas’ (‘sacred simplicity’) when a tiny child, anxious 
to help, brought a small piece of wood and added it to the 
bonfire. You may burn a man like that, but you cannot 
obliterate his name. It is no wonder the Bohemians are 
proud of such a man. It was the treacherous emperor, 
Sigismund, who gave Huss a ‘pass’ to the ‘Council of Con- 
stance’ that should have guaranteed his safety, and then 
allowed him to be burned.” 


Yes, it is true that lives lived for God defy the grave. 
+ ik es 


AMERICAN TASTE 


There is an old saw that “there is no accounting for 
taste.” There’s a mystery in it which few would pretend 
to explain. And yet we know that it indicates very much 
about the character of individuals and nations. Sometimes 
we come across expressions of public opinion which en- 
courage us; at other times the indications of public taste 
dishearten and appall us. Perhaps you would not select the 
same dozen of outstanding women leaders of the last cen- 
tury as were chosen by the 128,882 women who took part 
in the contest held under the auspices of the National Coun- 
cil of Women, the result of which was recently announced. 
On the whole, however, we think that the selection made by 
these women was, in most instances, quite creditable. In the 
order of the highest number of votes received they were: 
(1) Mary Baker Eddy, founder of the Christian Science 
Movement; (2) Jane Addams, founder of Hull House, 
Chicago; (3) Clara Barton, founder of the Red Cross; (4) 
Frances FE. Willard, founder of the W. C. T. U.; (5) Susan 
B. Anthony, Woman Suffrage leader; (6) Helen Keller, 
deaf and blind author; (7) Harriet Beecher Stowe, author 
of Uncle Tom’s Cabin; (8) Julia Ward Howe, who wrote 
the Battle Hymn of the Republic; (9) Carrie Chapman 
Catt, Suffrage leader; (10) Amelia Earhart Putnam, avi- 
atrix; (11) Mary Lyon, founder of Mt. Holyoke College ; 
(12) Mary E. Woolley, President of Mt. Holyoke and 
delegate at the Geneva Disarmament Conference. 

Perhaps the most impressive evidence of the degeneracy 
of public taste in America is to be seen, however, in the 
quality of our papers, magazines, dramas, movie scenarios 
and radio broadcasts. We hope it may have a chastening 
effect upon us to know that the theatrical weekly, Variety, 
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recently completed a careful study in 150 cities of the 
United States and Canada to determine “the favorite radio 
program” in each community. In Canada the most popular 
entertainers were The New York Philharmonic Orchestra, 
The Philadelphia Orchestra, and the Metropolitan Opera 
Company. Did these great organizations rank one, two, 
tnree, in our own beloved country? Hardly. The most 
popular entertainers in the United States were Eddie Can- 
tor, Ed Wynn and Jack Pearl. Perhaps the less said about 
this the better. The Philadelphia Record says: “This is 
quite a situation. But what to do about it, short of passing 
another law, we don’t know.” 
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The Parables of 
Peto the Penman 
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THE PARABLE OF THE GIRL IN THE POOL 


A stream of water cometh to the surface near a Mountain 
Range. Naturally the water is restless in the little basin 
of the Shaded Nook and so it runneth down the rocky and 
tree-covered Gully. The farmer owner sensed the value 
of the cool, clear, crisp water and built a big concrete re- 
taining wall, impounding a lot of water. The bottom is 
covered with one hundred tons of fine white sand. ‘To this 
Pool came, first, the boys and girls from the neighboring 
farms after the day’s dusty work in field and barn and the 
hot kitchen; they learned there to swim and dive. Then 


came friends of ‘The Management” and they, too, disported 
themselves in the limpid waters of this Little Lake. And 
there was no difference in quality, cut or color of the suits 
they wore from-those the neighbors had bought. And 
now the appeal of this Pool has gone far and wide, and 
every afternoon and evening the number of bathers is. 
steadily increasing. The fee is nominal, the surroundings 
idyllic, and the owner is happy, for now beginneth he to 
reap returns on his vision and investment. ‘The Grove 
surrounding the Pool is taking on the appearance of a picnic 
wood and there are to be had ice cream and many varieties. 
of soft drinks. Parked cars prove the size of the crowd, 
bungalows evidence the value of real estate near a moun- 
tain, and soon there will be improved highways, and a public 
service corporation is calculating the distance between its. 
nearest high tension line and the Pool. 

All this passed through the mind of ye Penman as he 
sat on a rustic bench while his prospective daughter-in-law, 
having borrowed a male swimming suit too big for her, 
but held together with sundry pins and strings, showed the 
old man the difference between ‘the Australian crawl stroke 
and the old doggie swim of forty years ago. And the 
patriarch blushed a bit and moralized about the changes 
that do occur in garb, and swimming, and taboos, and mag- 
azine illustrations, and frank speech, and youth’s freedom, 
especially in the matter of a lighted Camel. And he sighed 
and said to himself, by way of a moral, you can’t change it 
an’ you would, and you can’t put your thumb on the wrong, 
if there be any, so straighten out your prejudices, play the 
game with this healthy and athletic generation of boys and 
girls, and do not act like a kill-joy. And he so determined 
to do. 


Case Work in Homiletics 
I. A Study is a Place in Which to Study 
Grorck E. Huntiey, D.D. 


(A dozen ministers, strictly imaginary, 
are supposed to have met at a class re- 
union, to have expressed dissatisfaction 
with their own pulpit efforts and to have 
agreed to ask counsel from their former 
professor in theological school. In this 
series of papers he gives frank but frater- 
nal and constructive eriticism regarding 
the sermons that they submit. The funda- 
mental axiom of this teacher is: “The best 
sermon is the one that does the most 
good.”) 


Class Room Number 6, January 1, 1933. 
Rev. Elmer B. Bright, 
Monson, Minn. 
My dear Elmer: 

You do well, after ten years of pulpit 
work, to pause for self-examination. A 


STAND PORTER 


Stand porter at the door of thought, 
Let not base evil in; 

Guard well the sacred citadel, 
Cast off intrusive sin. 


Stand porter at the door of thought, 
Shut fear and failure out; 


Disease and dread are impotent 
When swiftly put to rout. 


Stand porter at the door of thought, 
Choose well your mental guests; 
Bid every form of strife depart, ing. 
Obey Love’s true behests. 


Grenville Kleiser. 


any such humiliating remark? Would you 
like to sit in a congregation Sunday after 
Sunday and listen to preaching of such a 
grade as that that you have been giving 
to your people? Would you feel that you 
were being intellectually quiekened or 
spiritually uplifted? 

These six sermons confirm the impres- 
sions received when I have heard you 
preach at conventions and similar gather- 
ings. I have rejoiced in your attractive 
personailty, your marvellous voice and 
your graceful gestures. And I have felt 
that, with such a powerful delivery, you 
ought to provide something worth deliver- 


What is the trouble? I think that you 
have become intellectually indolent. You 
began to get lazy in school and you have 


considerable fraction of your ministry is 
past—at least a sixth, perhaps a third, 
possibly even a half. If your homiletic 
habits are not already fixed, the probabil- 
ity is that they will be within another 
decade; so, if you are ever to make radical 
improvement in either method or spirit, 
“Now is the day of salvation.” 

Inasmuch as you have promised to take 
no offense, I shall speak with absolute 
honesty. You need to have someone do 
so. It appears to me that some time ago, 
perhaps before your graduation, you came 
to an intellectual standstill. You were a 
bright boy then—and now, at 31, you are 
still a bright boy. These sermons would 
have been creditable for a sophomore, but 
they are not even respectable for a man 
who has had three parishes and who has 
had intimate contact with men and women, 
overburdened, pain-wracked, sorrow-broken 
and sin-distracted. 

You have submitted a sermon on Thanks- 
giving, the principal idea of which seems 
to be that we ought to be grateful that 
we are better fed than other people, have 
less sickness and have superior opportun- 
ities for culture. Is that really as deeply 
as you have thought into the philosophy 


of thankfulness? You preach about Provi- 
dence (Jehovah-Jireh) and the religious 
concepts seem to be those of “The Green 
Pastures”. Here is a discourse on “Sin 
and Punishment’. It is a school-boy ef- 
fort, revealing no understanding of modern 
psychology. The three on “Prayer”, 
“Church Support” and “Stewardship” are 
no different, as I can see, from some that 
you might have written in your student 
days. You ought to read William Adams 
Brown on prayer and see how inadequate 
your own treatment is; and it would do 
you no harm to read and refute the argu- 
ments of Prof. Leuba, radical opponent 
of your own ideas. 

You insult your people when you preach 
below your best. You are cruelly unjust 
when you do not challenge them to the 
vigorous thought by which they might 
grow in mind and spirit. 


In a recent magazine article a caustic 


eritie suggests that every modern Church 


ought to provide facilities for checking 
brains in the vestibule. Is there any dan- 
ger that you may give justification for 


become lazier and lazier with the passing 
years. It was easy for you, with a bril- 
liant mind, to get your lessons and to 
perform your tasks. You did your work 
quickly but not thoroughly. You never 
were one to bother with elective reading — 
or to insist that you must get down to 
the depths of a subject. I do not remem- — 
ber that you ever came outside of class 
hours to ask for further light about per-— 
plexing points or to borrow helpful books 
Your superficiality has continued. If it 
has not been easy to think anything out 
you have been content to guess it out. 
You have been willing to take your science, 
philosophy and religion at second ha 
Now you are paying the penalty for self- 
indulgence. Slip-shod thinking always re- 
sults in slip-shod minds. } - 
Now, what can you do? At 31, yo 
not too old to turn right about face. ¥ 
you recover from your surprise and 
dignation at this letter, you can ack 
edge that any subject worth preae 
about is worth preaching well about 
can accept your competent mind ¢ 
command to think clearly, you ea 
and you can consecrate your br 
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First, engrave it on your mental tablets 
that a study is a place in which to study. 
You will be wise to read the books of 
men who have given special attention to 
effective thought. “The Art of Thinking”, 
by Dimnet, is good, and so is “The Art 
of Learning”, by Pitkin. <A classic on the 


subject is a delightful old book, “The 
Intellectual Life”, by Phillip Gilbert 
Hamerton. 


A busy minister, desiring to be fair to 
himself, must budget his time, and, just 
as far as possible, must stick to his sched- 
ule. He must no more leave out his al- 
lotment for mental nourishment than he 
would that for sleep or physical food. 


He must read much and with careful 
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selectivity. Articles and books that re- 
peat his own information and interpreta- 
tion, he can assimilate by hasty skimming. 


Those that present new discoveries and 
fresh theories and especially those that 
represent views different from his own 
ought to be read with care. He must 


read conqueringly. 

Then, there will be works of particular 
value that will need to be, not only read, 
but re-read and re-re-read. The distinetion 
between reading and study ought not to 
be forgotten. Study requires digging. 
References are carefully followed. Mar- 
ginal comments are made, or, better still, 
a notebook is kept with page by page 
analysis and argument. No paragraph is 


dismissed until it is 
stood. 

Read much, dear Elmer. Meditate more. 

You say that I am advising hard work. 
Yes. Mental perspiration is as normal as 
physical perspiration. You are challenged 
to full mental manhood. 

You speak of financial compensation for 
my counsel. Send nothing. Reward me, 
if at all, by taking in good spirit my very 
frank advice and by making your remain- 
ing years fine and fruitful. For the Church 
and the world are in tragic need of such 
ministers as you might be if you did your 
best and utmost. 

With deep and permanent affection, 


The Pedagogue Homiletical. 


thoroughly under- 


Buchmanism—Asset or Liability? 


When a movement takes on such propor- 
tions as the Oxford Group movement (also 
ealled First Century Christian Fellowship) 
has, it seems high time that we evaluate 
it to determine whether it possesses those 
qualities which might revitalize the 
Churches or not. If it possesses them we 
should not hesitate to admit it into the 
fold of the Churches with enthusiasm, and 
if it possesses qualities which would prove 
to be liabilities we should frankly face 
them and proclaim them before we allow 
this portent to take on such large dimen- 
sions. 


Reports come in to the effect that Buch- 
manism has made its impress upon groups 
and persons not only in the United States 
where it originated, but in England, South 
Africa, India, Japan, China, Malay, Aus- 
tralia, Canada, Germany, Scandinavia, 
Switzerland and elsewhere. Volumes are 
beginning to appear from reputable pub- 
lishers with the Buchmanite point of view. 
Those small beginnings in the personal 
work of the Lutheran minister from Penn- 
sylvania, Dr. Frank N. D. Buchman (who 
is mentioned much in Begbie’s early work 
and elsewhere is often referred to as the 
“soul surgeon’) have increased consider- 
ably with the years. The cool, wistful, 
psychiatric person of Buchman is the clue 
to the Group’s success. He has become the 
leader he is, with hardly more than a pas- 
sionate conviction. With that conviction 
he made his way into Oxford and Cam- 
bridge circles! With him are associated 
such persons as the well known rector of 
Calvary Episcopal Church of New York, 
the Rev. Sam Shoemaker, who is now on 
a six months’ leave of absence from his 
parish in order to make contacts with 
those interested in the group’s methods. 
Another long-time associate is Ray Purdy. 
And there is quite a coterie of associates 
who work together, without organization 
or constitution. Buchman has never posed 
as a disciplinary dictator among his col- 
leagues. He prefers to work quietly, 
democratically, and is very averse to par- 
ading and pompously bragging about his 
work. This does not forbid the use of 
wise publicity. 


Among the converts are to be numbered 
such men as Professor Marshall Brown, of 
Princeton, Professor Loudon Hamilton, of 
Eton College, Canon Grensted, of Oxford. 
Hugh Redwood, London newspaper editor, 
and author of two of Briton’s best sellers, 
has recently acknowledged himself a disci- 
ple. But what has perhaps stirred the 
continent more than any other thing in 
recent years has been the avowal of one 
of the foremost theologians of Europe, 
Professor H. Emil Brunner, of the Uni- 
versity of Zurich, of his conversion to 
Buchmanism. Brunner is the widely known 
leader, next to Professor Karl Barth of 
Bonn, of the crisis theology which is 
ereating a new, departure in theological 
thinking. One has but to read the books 
of testimony to note the influential in- 


By Dr. E. G. HomMrRiGHAUSEN 


THE SHUT-IN FOLKS 


Dedicated to all Shut-ins; inspired 
by the life of Pearl Stribling 


(See “Messenger” of Dec. 29) 


Apart from the world dwell the Shut- 
in Folks, 

Those prisoners, 
pain, 

Who are chained like slaves to bed- 
room or chair 

Where they wage their grim battles 
in vain. 


held captive by 


Their vision is hampered by narrow 
walls; 

Their ears catch no sound of the sea; 

Their nostrils know not that sweet, 
woodsy smell 

That means Spring in the woodlands 
to me. 


Their idle feet follow no wee beck’- 
ning paths, 

Nor soft spring of the piney mold; 

Their faces blush not at kiss of the 
sun 

Nor at keen, stinging cut of the cold. 


But, strange to say, though they miss 
so much 

That Life offers to hear and see, 

While battling bravely ’gainst bodily 
foes, 

Their brave spirits are healthy and 
free! 


No walls can imprison a keen, dart- 
ing mind, 
Nor fetter the wings of a soul; 
Eyes may see visions, through mortar 
and brick; 
Feet find glorious paths toward the 
Goal! 


Their pale faces wear not the bloom 
of health, 

But are lit by a radiance divine; 

Their ears, tuned to music, hear 
melodies sweet, 

Make of noise a symphony sublime! 


Oh brave Shut-in Folks, you put us 
to shame, 

Who are active, healthy, and free— 

Yet who fuss and fret over trifling 
hurts, 

While YOU suffer your Gethsemane! 


Grace Harner Proffenberger. 


tellectua! and even titled people who are 
disciples or warm friends of the group. 


Of course, Buchmanism has had its re- 
verses. President Hibben, about the year 
1925, forbade Buchman upon the Prince- 
ton campus, with the backing of many of 
the students. Not long after, Shoemaker, 
who was conducting the “Y” work, also 


left Prineeton for his present position. 
President Hibben thought the confessions 
of the student-converts revealed an ab- 
normal psychopathic coloring, shot through 
with an over-emphasis upon sex thoughts 
and irregularities. Many of the students 
were repulsed by the extravagant emotion- 
alism. Then, there are those who have 
deserted the ranks of the Group. Among 
them is the early associate of Buchman, 
W. B. Bryan, and several prominent pro- 
fessors, here and abroad. In many see- 
tions a cloud of suspicion hangs over it 
for reasons which we shall deal with later. 
It is often met with cautious and dubious 
uncertainty, or in some eases, with frank 
hostility. 

Yet, in England, the United States, Can- 
ada and elsewhere, the highest intellectual 
and official representatives of the Churches 
have been stirred to sympathetic approval. 
Dr. R. J. Campbell, of Britain, said after 
he sat in one of the meetings, “This is 
of God.” Dr. Joseph Fort Newton, Rich- 
ard Roberts, and other prominent clergy- 
men, here and abroad, have praised the 
Group’s work. Some have ealled it a mod- 
ern revival of the Pentecostal spirit. 
Churches have welcomed teams. Bishops 
have blessed them. Some Churehmen go 
so far as to say that the power and fel- 
lowship of the Group is the solution to the 
problems of our modern anaemic Churches. 
The stories of changed lives on the part 
of sophisticated, aloof, indifferent intel- 
lectuals, as well as loose, flippant society 
lizards, are fascinating, to say the least. 
They read like a series of miracles. Ap- 
parently many intellectuals who cynically 
scoffed at religion are now speaking of it 
as something as natural as health and 
daily food. 


Most significant have been the meetings 
of the Group in many of the larger cities. 
Even now the reports come in from Can- 
adian cities of their successes. In the 
city of Washington, D. C., a large ball- 
room was used for the series of meetings. 
A number of Congressmen, Senators and 
their wives attended, besides a Justice of 
the Supreme Court, a bank governor and 
many government officials. One Congress- 
man said, “This is the answer to Amer- 
ica’s need today.” Men with means have 
given of time and money to promote and 
participate in the work, not from selfish 
motives but because they felt their trans- 
formed lives impelled them to do so. The 
team was received by President Hoover. 
And there are other meetings like this one 
held in many a city. The monster house 
party at Briarcliffe Manor, New York, held 
last spring, attracted nation-wide atten- 
tion. 
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What is Buchmanism? The Bishop of 
Norwich is quite right when he says that 
it is more a method than it is a theology 
or a Chureh. It would lose its nature if 
it organized. The name commonly given 
it is the Fellowship of First-Century Chris- 
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tians, and by that is meant that the 
Group desires to revive the free, personal, 
unveneered, spontaneous, mutual fellow- 
ship of the early Church. It makes no 
claim to being a sect. It does not ordi- 


narily work within Chureh circles, al- 
though it is not antagonistic to them. 
Clergymen are generally invited. It is 


the Churehes that to date have shown 
more curious distrust towards the Group 
than the reverse. That has always been 


true, for the official custodians of God’s 
Gospel have been reluctant to accept too 
freely the radical and often extravagant 
enthusiasm of individualistic mystics. 

Buchmanism is a method of gaining con- 
tact with Reality. It thrives at informal 
house parties, where all meet quite off 
their ecclesiastical guard. Generally the 
main attraction at these meetings is the 
informal relating on the part of some one 
or more of the Group regarding their re- 
ligious experiences. Freely they tell how 
they passed from the old life into the new. 
This personal method has a gripping ef- 
feet upon all present, and a sense of wist- 
fulness and uneasiness takes hold of those 
who have not yet confessed and “come 
through clean” to God, thus to possess a 
peace and poise of soul. Nothing is said 
about theology. In fact Buchmanism’s 
theology is very orthodox, naively so, and 
I would say pragmatic and positive. And 
yet, it is a theology that goes beyond the 
critical and scientific temper. It is a 
theology based upon those needs for the 
soul’s integration and its restoration to 
harmony and unity. 

The chief factor in the regeneration of 
one’s life is confession, which comes after 
a sense of being smitten by the weight of 
guilt, of inner want, of sin. And the next 
step is the complete confession of that 
guilt in every detail to God. Usually 
that confession is made in the presence 
of a comrade, who acts as spiritual mid- 
wife. In this the novitiate often breaks 
down completely as he tells, one after the 
other, his most intimate personal sins. His 
soul must be absolutely honest. Only thus 
can he be absolutely purged of every sin. 
The forgiveness of God can mean nothing 
to anyone who has not felt his deep need. 
When the person comes to the stage where 
he has confessed all and desires forgive- 
ness of sins, he is assured of it through 
Jesus Christ. Here we see the doctrine 
of forgiveness of sin restored to the 
primary position which it held in the New 
Testament Church. 


After this purgation and divine healing 
of forgiveness the novitiate follows a few 
simple rules. He becomes a radiant wit- 
ness of Christ’s power in human life. He 
is to practice absolute purity, living always 
in the presence of Christ, so that his soul 
may always be fresh and elean. It is the 
old principle whereby one does nothing 
Jesus would not do, sees nothing He would 
not see, and goes nowhere that He would 
not go. The “quiet time” is strictly kept 
every morning, during which introspection, 
prayer and Bible reading examine, bathe 
and recreate the soul and stimulate it for 
the daily round. 


There must also be a practice of absolute 
unselfishness that expects nothing in re- 
turn, which gives itself with utter devo- 
tion to the cause of love. “For me to live 
is Christ”, becomes the motto of the Buch- 
manite. His life becomes a God-centered 
and God-direeted one, and every decision 
of life is presented to God for approval 
or disapproval. It is a life of absolute 
perfection lived in the trust and constant 
presence of God. 


These are simple rules. But they are 
practiced with a will that brings into the 
practicer’s life a calm and poise that is 
easily distinguished in a Buchmanite. He 
becomes a transparent soul whose goodness 
makes him a different person. He lives by 
grace, not by an ethic! He takes Christ 
and God seriously as did the early Chris- 
tian. There is no undue emotionalism in 
these gatherings. Theological terms are 
seldom heard. There is no hard and fast 


legislation 
these rules. 


THE PASSING OF 
CALVIN COOLIDGE 


(1872-1933) 


New England’s noble son has quick- 
ly gone 
From earth, to blest reward for 
work well done. 
His years too few in which to carry 
on, 
The guerdon of good times as yet 
unwon. 
A man austere, but lovable and true, 
One needed still to aid in storm 
and stress, 
Weigh governmental problems all in 
view, 
And solve them in the ways de- 
signed to bless. 


Long was he termed the ‘Silent 
President”, 
His inmost thoughts not written 
on his sleeve 
For those who ran to read with 
wrong intent, 
So there was naught to rue, or yet 
retrieve. 
A golden era his in which to rule! 
Exalted office gave rare chance to 
serve 
His fellowmen. With guidance calm 
and cool, 
The Ship of State rode on, and did 
not swerve. 


He had keen vision of the coming 
day, 
When people everywhere would yet 
arise 
To toil again, with hearts and spirits 
gay, 
The joy of living in their sparkling 
eyes. 
He loved America, with faith sub- 
lime 
In what she still could do, and 
would obtain; 
Knew her perplexities, the present 
time 
A challenge which will surely long 
remain. 


He will live on as a clear ringing 
voice, 
To summon men to stand, at any 
cost, 
For truth and right, that all may yet 
rejoice; 
One of the Nation’s chief reserves 
is lost. 
A Christian statesman, with fine 
traits to blend, 
An able leader, safe, wise and 
discreet; 
An earnest patriot till life’s swift 
end, 
With words and deeds that make it 
now complete. 


The bell in Independence tower 
tolled, 
As funeral rites progressed so far 
away, 
And cannon boomed; afar the echoes 
rolled, 
While Philadelphia mourned that 
saddened day. 
Amid the hills of old Vermont he’ll 


rest— 
The snows of winter a warm 
coverlet; 
His native sod still green above his 
breast 


And flowers to wither that were 
then tear-wet. 


Mrs. Findley Braden. 
Doylestown, Pa. 
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as regards the following of 
There is no attempt to make 
the house parties “religious” meetings at 


which youth would shy. On the contrary, 
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sophisticated college men and women 
scarcely realize that religion can be so hu- 
man and so every-day, so vivid, dynamie 
and thrilling. One of the attractive fea- 
tures of the movement is the free, personal 
and spontaneous fellowship which comes 
from the method. This is lacking in many 
of the larger Churches. Herein Buehman- 
ism is like early Methodism. It is also 
like early Methodism in the simplicity of 
its method for gaining a sense of the real- 
ity of God, its insistence upon first-hand 
experience of sin and forgiveness. And 
in that perfectionist attitude of absolute 
attitudes, day in and day out, it is also 
very much like Methodism and Quakerism. 
In its demand for absolute surrender in 
the face of the sovereign God, it is much 
like Barthianism and early Methodism. 
His demand for faith (and not for exact 
knowledge) is indeed Barthian. It offers 
men and women in these complex days a 
mystical anchorage to a living God, a 
quietness of religious devotion that is quite 
Catholic and Anglican, which is a reaction 
to the extreme activism of the modern 
American popular Churches. While it has 
ethical effects it is primarily a religious 
ethic, a Lutheran ethic. Besides, it offers 
a daily practice that is definite. It gives 
the disciple something definite to do dur- 
ing his “quiet time” as he lets God look 
into his soul and question and direct his 
every motive. And it is a human move- 
ment, based not upon arguments of dog- 
ma, questions of polity or social justice, 
but upon human experiences that are com- 
mon to mankind, 

I hesitate to say anything about its 
dangers, for fear of closing on a eritical 
note, when this movement may prove to 
be one, if not the, movement that shall 
revitalize Protestantism. But it does not 
present its disciples with a Christian Social 
Internationale. It lacks social realism. 
Its personal piety, while it expressed it- 
self in the alleviation of social distress, 
makes no positive move to attack social 
injustices. It may be that their method 
is sounder than that of the social gospel 
advocates, in the handling of the social 
problem,—but that remains for time to 
decide. If Trevelyan is right about the 
effect of the Wesleyan movement staving 
off the social revolution in English history, 
it may be that Buchmanism holds within 
itself the most important technique for 
the solution of our social problem. 

Then I am a bit afraid of the detailed, 
methodistie piety. It may run off into 
formalism. And I am afraid of that word 
“absolute” as regards honesty, purity, self- 
lessness and love. That may run into a 
snobbish perfectionism. Besides, can any- 
one in this sort of a world be “absolute” 
in anything? How long would anyone 
last if he became economically absolutely 
honest? And I do not know of a Buch- 
manite who is playing the apostolie pov- 
erty role of St. Francis of Assisi. Yet, 
one should not be too critical against those 
who take Jesus seriously and live the life 
of stewardship. 

The idea of guidance, whereby direct 
“hunches” come through the impulses of 
the soul, is quite dangerous. I know full 
well that Paul said the Spirit kept him 
out of Asia and that he lived for Christ 
daily. I know too that details of his life 
seemed directly related to the Spirit’s con- 
trol. But while such may be the ease and 
can be of great value under controlled and 
mature judgment, it has its danger for the 
novice. Who ean eseape the abnormality 
which pervades much of Wesley’s jour- 
nal in which so many of the details of life 
seemed to be dictated by the Spirit? His 
resort to lottery in the case of Sophy 
Hopkey? Remember the fanaties at Muen- 
ster and at Zwickau in Reformation times! 
They were “guided” too! 
danger of reading a mere impulse with 
religiously tinged spectacles! And it is 
very apt to run into an extravagant emo- 
tionalism that deranges the whole physical 
organism. Some of the “guidings” I have 


heard about sound quite ridiculous! Tragie, 


too! 


There is a 
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However, there are other phases of their 
work that need a pinch of critical spice. 
The meetings are generally held in such 
splendid ball-rooms and in such rich sur- 
roundings; the teams stay in such palatial 
quarters, that it does not seem commen- 
surate with their profession of absolute 
sharing. The same criticism that is often 
aimed at the Christian Science movement, 
because it seems to attract only a certain 
fringe of socially respectable and intel- 
lectual people who are very liable to suf- 
fer from neurosis, might in the end be 
direeted against the Group. This word 
may be harsh, yet it needs to be said in 
all frankness. While there is a very neces- 
sary ministry that needs to be directed 
towards this influential, intellectual and 
often aloof group, yet such a movement 
can never hope to be the agency for pop- 
ular revival that was Luther’s or Wes- 
ley’s. 

Another danger in this movement is the 
tendency to take on an elite attitude to- 
wards others who are not of its caste. 
It often creates a cliquish, snobbish, sort 
of morality that becomes in time a stereo- 
type and as such tends to become bor- 
geoise in its impeccability. Princeton 
students in my day revolted against this 
false “innocence”. And a respectable set 
of religious mores has often been the 
making of pride. Moral orthodoxy has 
often made it difficult for the Spirit. 

Of course, the sex factor is not as prom- 
inent as it once was. It is to be expected 
that youth would consider such sins, and 
even sex thoughts, as being unpardonable. 
President Hibben is right in his insistence 
that a brooding and morbid spirit may be 
the result of pressing confessions from 
youth. And yet, why should not these 
sins be confessed? Should not the whole 
of life be open to God? 

And I do have my doubts about the 
testimony meetings. They function well 
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under good guidance, but my experience 
is a bit too sacred to be paraded before 
any group. Absolute sharing is danger- 
ous! In the end it may lead to exagger- 
ations, as it did in the Methodist groups. 
And the baring of a soul before a group 
might not always be good, for there are 
bound to be some present who do not un- 
derstand. And still I wonder whether the 
early Christians did not live in an in- 
timate knowledge of each other’s weak- 
nesses? Does not the Church have some 
such corporate power to forgive sins? 
And there is much to question in the 
security of the Buchmanite’s naive theol- 


WALKING AND WORKING WITH 
CHRIST 


To those pastors who are always 
striving to make their catechetical 
instruction definitely practical in our 
age and appealing to the mind of 
youth, the new supplementary 
Manual, with Teacher’s Guide, will 
be a wonderfully welcome aid. It is 
obviously for our day, yet founded 
upon the great bed-rock truths 
that the Catechism enunciates; it 
fosters appreciation for the best of 
religious literature and art and opens 
the way for the most valuable of 
modern educational procedures; it 
strikes the notes both of personal 
sacrifice and social vision and helps 
guide impressionable life into both. 
I am using it this year with deep 
gratitude for the assistance it 
affords. 

: Purd E. Deitz. 


Trinity Church, 
Philadelphia. 
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ogiecal mysticism. But let us 
theology into this discussion! 

shall we think of this movement? If it is 
of God who is there that dares raise a 
question as to its weak points? As long 
as men are men, we shall have imperfect 
methods. But here, to my mind, (and I 
am not a Buchmanite), is something that 
points a way, perhaps it really offers the 
way, by which the Churches may be re- 
vitalized. Or is the modern Church too 


not drag 
What then 


official and too ecclesiastized to dare to 
attempt starting over again with these 
primitive, yet real, methods? Has the 


ministry become too professional to talk 
sincerely and face to face about personal 
religion? 

My conclusion is that there are many 
good features about this movement which 
the Churches might do well to learn more 
about. There are dangers in it that might 
run them off into the blind alley of senti- 
mental emotionalism and subjectivism, but, 
let us hope, not into another unnecessary 
denomination. Such a movement, that 
thrives in a time of social desperation, of 
near-bankrupt liberalism, and of static 
conservatism, is indeed a “marginal vote” 
to Protestantism that needs to be read 
with sympathy and yet with caution. 


After all, any movement that can make 
Christ respectable to the intellectuals of 
our day is doing something that needs to 
be done and should receive our heartiest 
endorsement. If the religion of the cam- 
pus and elub can really be infused with 
a dynamie vigor which the Buchmanites 
seem to be doing in some eases, then there 
is hope that those oracles of Christian 
leadership—the colleges—may again take 
the Christian faith out of the threadbare 
atmosphere of intellectual science-religion 
adjustments or social moralisms and give 
it the baton of life’s sovereign leadership! 

Indianapolis, Ind. 


For Sinners of One Kind Only 


President Richards has already publish- 
ed (in the “Messenger” of Jan. 5) a 
thorough-going review of Mr. A. J. Rus- 
sell’s book, “For Sinners Only”. It is my 
purpose in this article to present the 
Buchman movement from a somewhat dif- 
ferent angle. The copy of this book which 
I read is now in circulation elsewhere, and 
therefore not at my side as I write. That 
is perhaps all to the good. For in com- 
menting on the book one must really com- 
ment on the movement itself, of which 
this book is the first systematic and semi- 
official description to be published. 

The name “Buchmanism” derives from 
the founder of the movement, the Rev. Dr. 
Frank N. D. Buchman. Now about 55 years 
old. He was born in Pennsylvania, in a 
Lutheran home, prepared for the ministry 
at Muhlenberg College and Mt. Airy Sem- 
inary, and entered the pastorate of the 
Chureh of the Good Shepherd, in Over- 
brook, Philadelphia. There followed a 
visit to Hurope where he came into con- 
taet with certain German Lutheran mis- 
sionary leaders. 

“Later”, as Dr. Ernest W. Mandeville 
described it in “The Forum”, “came the 
greatest moment in his life, his own mir- 
aculous conversion. In 1908, during a 
visit to England, he entered a barren little 
chapel in Cumberland, and, while a woman 
was preaching on ‘the Cross’, experienced 
‘a vibrant feeling up and down the spine’, 
as if some great store of life had sud- 
denly been emptied into him. Frank Buch- 
man’s hour had come; from then on he 
knew his mission. When two Anglican 
bishops commissioned him to call upon 
their wayward sons at Cambridge, he en- 
tered a field of work—collegiate soul-sav- 
ing—in which he was to be extremely 
suecessful.” 


By the Rev. JAMES E. WAGNER 


The scene shifts to the campus of 
Princeton University, where the Rev. Sam- 
uel M. Shoemaker, Jr., then an undergrad- 
uate, becomes identified with the move- 
ment. The movement is unpopular with 
the administration at the University, and 
is banned, chiefly, so it is said, because the 
emphasis on sex as a source of sinfulness 
and the morbidly free confession of sex 
sins were frowned upon by the authorities. 
It is interesting to note that at the recent 
meeting of the Federal Council of the 
Churches of Christ, President J. Ross 
Stevenson, of Princeton Theological Semi- 
nary, delivered an address on “What We 
Can Learn From the Group Known as the 
‘First-Century Christian Fellowship’,”’ and 
is reported as having spoken quite favor- 
ably of the movement. Perhaps this con- 
trast between the University and the Semi- 
nary attitudes on the same campus indi- 
eates something of the underlying charac- 
teristics of the movement. 


The Buchman movement crossed the 
Atlantic to acquire respectability. It was 
baptized under a new name, consciously 
or unconsciously ecaleulated to lend the 
movement prestige. It is no longer Buch- 
manism, but “The Oxford Group Move- 
ment”. One recalls that Oxford has been 
characterized as the “home of lost causes”. 
At any rate, there the movement acquired 
strength and solidity and standing. A 
group of its devotees invaded South Afri- 
ca, others toured Scotland; and from both 
places there came striking stories of 
“changed lives”. That phrase was adopted 
by the movement as one of its slogans; 
converts reach the height of group ap- 
proval when they are recognized as “life 
changers”. And there are testimonies 
galore that lives have been changed by 


the impact and technique of the Oxford 
Groups. 


Samuel M. Shoemaker, Jr., having fin- 
ished his schooling, became pastor of Cal- 
vary Episcopal Church, New York City. 
Thereupon Calvary Church became the 
American center, and Mr. Shoemaker, the 
chief American exponent, of the Buchman 
movement. Groups of evangelists went 
out to strategic points on the American 
continent. Weekly Thursday evening gath- 
erings were held at Calvary Church, where 
interested visitors could see typical group- 
meetings in operation. And just recently 
an intelligently cautious professor of his- 
tory in one of the more liberal American 
colleges told this writer of his visit to 
one of these Thursday evening gatherings, 
and remarked, “Frankly, they had me puz- 
zled”. Having gained prestige and re- 
spectability on European shores, the Buch- 
manists have again invaded this continent, 
and -quite recent reports from Detroit and 
Toronto indicate that in those citics as 
everywhere else they have gone, they have 
made striking contacts and left impres- 
sions which cannot merely he laughed 
away. More recently they invaded New 
York City, with headquarters at one of 
the most exclusive hotels of the metropolis. 
The author of “For Sinners Only”, Mr. A. 
J. Russell, came into the scene simply 
as a London journalist in search of 
‘news”. He had specialized previously 
in, writing and conducting religious fea- 
tures on the newspapers for which he 
worked. In his book he relates how Dr. 
Buchman refused to be publicized by Mr. 
Russell, on the ground that the movement 
eould be written up fairly only by one who 
was sympathetically identified with it. Mr. 
Russell proceeded to identify himself, first, 
one suspects, that he might accomplish a 
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“scoop” if one were available in the move- 
ment; but later, as he testifies, because 
he was inereasingly impressed with the 
sincerity, the reality and the worth of 
the movement. And while he lets us in 
on his own process of conversion to the 
movement, it is apparent that the book 
was written after he had become not only 
a sympathetic student of Buchmanism, 
but an enthusiastic convert who becomes 
a “life-changer” himself, and enlists in 
various evangelistic expeditions of the 
group, both in Europe and America. 

Just what is the nature and technique 
of the Oxford Group Movement? More 
than a year ago Dr. Mandeville, in his 
“Forum” article, described it as “the 
Buchman technique of the five C’s—‘Con- 
fidence, Confession, Conviction, Conversion, 
and Continuance’. It appears to me to 
be an ingenuous combination of Freudian 
psychology, the Catholie idea of the Con- 
fessional, and emotional evangelism di- 
voreed from tabernacle and camp-meeting 
and wedded to the sons and daughters of 
wealth and academic culture. It smacks 
of the drawing-room, manages to be in- 
offensive and even attractive to the uni- 
versity classroom, and performs the mir- 
acle of introducing into such unlikely 
circles a highly personal and emotional 
type of religion. 

The two words constantly reeurring in 
Mr. Russell’s book are “Sharing” and 
“Guidance”. In the Group’s use of the 
word “sharing” there is constant emphasis 
on the need for honest introspection and 
the frank confession of one’s sins to an- 
other as the only basis for a true Chris- 
tian experience of conversion; in the group 
gatherings this testimony of confession,— 
of sins discovered and gloriously conquer- 
ed,—holds the primary place held by li- 
turgy and sermon in ordinary Church 
services; and the evangelistic method of 
the Buchmanists begins with their insist- 
ence to the inquirer that he must uncover 
his real self not only to God but to some 
human being before he can enter into 
peace. 

In “Guidance” the Group is specific in 
its conviction that the Spirit of God will 
actually guide men in the detailed activi- 
ties of the day’s life. To further this end 
the Buchmanist disciples, individually and 
in groups, observe what they call “Quiet 
Times”. Here their technique becomes 
ultra-technical. The disciple seats himself 
in relaxed position for a period of medita- 
tion; from his pocket he takes a “Quiet 
Time Note-Book” which he earries with 
him always; and in this note-book he 
records the thoughts,—‘Guidance’’,—which 
come to him during the “Quiet Time”. The 
real test of his devotion comes in his 
willingness to act upon these guidances. 
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Dr. Buchman, according to Mr. Russell, 
has developed the guidance-technique to 
such a state of perfection that, without 
the aid of note-book and pencil, he receives 
guidances and immediately acts upon them. 
He is in the midst of an address to a 
gathering in a Church. Suddenly the 
thought comes to him that there is a man 
outside the Church on the street, whom 
he, Dr. Buchman, should immediately see. 
He has had no previous intimation that 
the man would be in the neighborhood; he 
has only this sudden “guidance”. He 
stops in the middle of a sentence, as it 
were, hastens to the door and down the 
steps, the audience left wondering what 
it’s all about. But Dr. Buchman knows. 
Outside, sure enough, is the man, in desper- 
ate need of the word Dr. Buchman can 
give. The contact is made; the “guid- 
ance” has been obeyed. So Mr. Russell 
records the story with soberness. That is 
a typical instance of the Group’s claim 
to revive first-century Christian guidance, 
—just as real and just as super-natural, 
let us say, as Peter’s call from Joppa to 
Caesarea to deal with Cornelius. 

The ethical insistences of the Groups 
are summed up in these four phrases: ab- 
solute honesty, absolute purity, absolute 
unselfishness, absolute love. The method 
of campaigning for souls, and the method 
of conserving and developing the converts 
thus made, is by the “house-party”. The 
weekly gatherings in Calvary Church are 
an exception to this. Ordinarily, it is the 
house-party, held in some exclusive and 
fastidious hotel or lodge or summer resort. 
Obviously the common man eannot stand 
the financial expense; inevitably, willingly 
or no, the influence of the Group is largely 
limited to the class who have money. One 
suspects that here too is the secret of the 
boasted fact that God supplies the needs 
of those who are giving full time to the 
Group. 

And all this background will serve to 
suggest one’s major criticism of Buchman- 
ism. It is not their emphasis on sex; 
doubtless that is a primary source of a 
great deal of personal sinning; and the 
emphasis on sex, assuming the correctness 
of Mr. Russell’s story,. has been consider- 
ably modified since the old days at Prince- 
ton. One’s criticism is not on the large 
emotional element; the modern scientific 
and critical and liturgical emphases in 
religion have stranded on a barren rock 
where an emotional injection is not only 
refreshing but absolutely vital. Nor is 
one moved to criticism by the Group’s 
avoidance of the old ecrudities of taber- 
nacle and camp-meeting evangelism. 

The fault of Buchmanism is that it is 
for one kind of sinners only. It assumes 
that the only trouble with our world is 
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that persons are out of tune with the In- 
finite; and that the sole adequate remedy 
is for people to become personally attuned 
to God. One recognizes a great truth un- 
derlying that assumption; but as it is 
carried out in Buchmanism it is only a 
half-truth. The Oxford Group’s four-fold 
requirement,—absolute honesty, purity, 
unselfishness, love,—betrays the move- 
ment’s lack. The movement appeals to 
the professional and moneyed classes, be- 
cause those individualistic Victorian vir- 
tues when given no wider social con- 
notations can be espoused with comfort 
by the people who are “sitting on top of 
the world”. It will no doubt move many 
of them to extend their private charities, 
—a result which personal religion when 
real and sincere always has. But Buch- 
manism will inspire no effective impact on 
social distress simply because it does not 
recognize that the present troubles of the 
world are essentially social. It assumes, 
of course, that if only people’s hearts 
are right with God, life’s injustices will 
disappear. But history denies that as- 
sumption; for, as it has been clearly point- 
ed out, the rise of capitalism with all its 
attendant injustice and suffering, has been 
significantly paralleled by the rise of per- 
sonal religion. 

Buechmanism has had a vigorous growth 
in South Africa; but there has been no 
indications that imperialism has been 
transformed to something like brotherhood. 
Buchmanism attained respectability in 
Great Britain, and chiefly among people 
of the upper classes; but one thinks of 
British miners and Gandhi and the present 
trouble over British concessions in Persia. 
Buchmanism has had a voice in America; 
but one finds no evidence that out of its 
ranks and by its inspiration there has come 
one flaming prophet to set himself against 
the wrongs of this present distress. Buch- 
manism seems to be peculiarly fitted, un- 
less it can expand its vision, to become one 
of the latest sanctifiers of an economic 
situation where “honest folk are sold for 
money, the needy for a pair of shoes.” — 

Our generation has seen altogether too 
much of this kind of religion,—that deals 
only with the individual’s relation to his 
God, and overlooks or neglects the in- 
dividual’s relation to the whole society of _ 
which he is a part. That religion has v 
touched moneyed-men’s pocketbooks; it has , 
inspired them to give to needy causes. But 
it has not touched men’s consciences con- 
cerning a system which makes a few men 
rich by making many men poor. The 
danger in Buchmanism is that it will serve 
as just one more opiate to render the 
upper classes insensitive to the real relig- 
ious implications of world distress. 
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A CHALLENGE FROM THE EDITOR 


If you are a regular Church-goer, we 
would like to know the reason or reasons 
why. The millions in America who attend 
Church more or less regularly must have 
some good reasons for going. If you are 
willing to state your reason, as a testimony 
in a difficult time like this, it should help 
others to decide on their duty. Will you 
not help by sending a brief statement to 
the “Messenger” by February 1, in an- 
swer to the question: “WHY DO I GO 
TO CHURCH’? 


CHANGE OF ADDRESS 


Rev. F. L. Kerr from Pittsburgh, Pa., 
to 409 Freeport Road, New Kensington, 
Pa. 

Chaplain Paul B. Rupp from Fort Buger, 
pela bo Raney Field, Il. 


AN INTERESTING ANNOUNCEMENT 


Of interest to any pastors and members 
of our Church who may be able to visit 
Europe this year is the Pilgrimage to 
Ancient Shrines of Old World culture, ar- 
ranged in connection with the 14th Quad- 
rennial Meeting of the World Alliance of 
Reformed Churches, which meets in Bel- 
fast, Ireland, Jan. 20-28. It is planned 
to sail from New York June 10 and to 
visit European Universities and centers of 
learning of which the forefathers of our 
Church came. The Boards of Education of 
the Reformed and Presbyterian Churches 
are co-operating in this Pilgrimage. If you 
are interested, write to the “Messenger” 
for a booklet as soon as possible. 


BOWLING GREEN ACADEMY 


This morning the sun is shining bright 
and warm, the air is balmy and nature 


seems to be saying “Doesn’t it look as 
spring-time was very near?” Yes it d 
and that reminds us that spring-time ¢ 
for more funds to carry on our work 
Bowling Green. The past week did nm 
seem to be a very propitious one for co 

tributions to this fund. $5 came to us 
from the Beacon Bible Class, Heidelb 
Church, Phila., per J. W. Weirman, m 
ing our total $308. Please make all cheeks 
payable to Dr. Paul S. Leinbach, and s 
them care of the “Messenger.” 


THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY, 
; LANCASTER, PA. 


Attention! Ministers and Layme 


will be delivered Feb. 6-8 by Pro 
James §. Thomson, D.D., of the P 
Divinity Hall, Halifax, Canada. 
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Cauley Lectures will be delivered on Tues- 
day of the same week by Kenneth H. Ap- 
pel, M.D., Ph:D., of Haverford, Pa. Pro- 
fessor Thomson’s subject will be, “The 
Reality of God.” Dr. Appel will speak on 
“Psychiatry and Life.” 

‘The hours of the two courses are as 
follows: 

Thomson, Feb. 6 (Monday), 8 P. M.— 
“Theology in the Modern World,” Tues., 
9.10 A. M.—“Theological Method”; Appel, 
Tues., 10-11 A. M.—“Psychiatry and Life”; 
Thomson, Tues., 11-12 A. M.—‘The The- 
ology .of Revelation”; Appel, Tues., 3-4 
P. M.—“Psychiatry and Life”; Thomson, 
Tues., 8-9 P. M.— ‘The Mode of Divine 
Existence,” Wed., 9-10 A. M—“The Higher 
Mysticism.” 

Let this be a time of return for 
alumni and friends of the Seminary. 


George W. Richards, President. 


the 


THE RUFUS W. AND KATHERINE 
McCAULEY MILLER MEMORIAL 
FUND PRIZE ESSAY CONTEST 

1933 


SUBJECT—“The Catechetical Manual” 
(Recently published by the Board of 
Christian Education). 

LENGTH—Not over 3,000 words. 

TIME—AIll essays must be received by Dr. 
Henry I. Stahr, Executive Secretary of 
the Board of Christian Education, by 
Children’s Day, June 11, 1933. 

ELIGIBLE—Any minister or member of 
the Reformed Church in the United 
States. 

INSTRUCTIONS—(1) Sign essay with an 
assumed name, giving correct name and 
address in a separate envelope. 

(2) Use one side of paper only. 


(3) Manuscripts should be typewritten. 


PRIZES—First Prize, $75.00 
Second Prize, $50.00 
Third Prize, $25.00 


CLASSES MEETING IN JANUARY, 
AND FEBRUARY 1933, ACCORDING TO 
THE RECORDS RECEIVED IN THE 
OFFICE OF THE STATED CLERK OF 
THE GENERAL SYNOD 
JANUARY 30: 
Northwest Ohio (7.30 P. M.), First, 
Toledo, Ohio, Rev. Perry Baumann, 367 
Plymouth Street, Toledo, Ohio. 
Maryland (2.00 P. M.), Christ, Funks- 
town, Md., Secretary, Glen Williams, 
Funkstown, Md. 


FEBRUARY 5: 
Mercersburg (7.30 P. M.), St. John’s, 
Chambersburg, Pa., Rev. Walter R. Go- 
brecht, Chambersburg, Pa. 

FEBRUARY 6: 
Lancaster (10 A. M.), Faith, Lancaster, 
Pa.. Rev. D. G. Glass, Lancaster, Pa. 
Goshenhoppen (10 A. M.), Trinity, Potts- 
town, Pa., Dr. J. Hamilton Smith, Potts- 
town, Pa. 
East Ohio (2 P. M.), Mineral City, O., 
Rey. L. A. Sigrist, Mineral City, O. 
Northeast Ohio (1.30 P. M.), Williard 
Reformed, Akron, O., Dr. G. A. Snyder, 
Akron, O. 
Fort Wayne (10 A. M.), St. John’s, Ft. 
Wayne, Ind., Dr. F. W. Rupnow, Ft. 
Wayne, Ind. 

FEBRUARY 7: 
East Pennsylvania (9 A. M.), Christ, 
Bethlehem, Pa., Rev. S. R. Brenner, 
Bethlehem, Pa. 
West Susquehanna (10 A. M.), Faith, 
State College, Pa., Rev. A. S. Asendorf, 
State College, Pa. 
Lehigh (9.30 A. M.), Dubbs’ Memorial, 
Allentown, Pa., Rey. M. F. Klingaman, 
Allentown, Pa. 
Central Ohio (2 P. M.), Trinity, Upper 
Sandusky, O., Rev. Geo. W. Good, Upper 
Sandusky, O. 
St. Paul’s (7.30 P. M.), St. Mark’s, Green- 
ville, Pa., Rev. H. R. Ash, Greenville, 
Pa.; R. D. No. 7. 
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Allegheny (9.30 A. M.), St. John’s, Evans 
City, Pa., Rev. N. E. Smith, Evans City, 
Pa. 


North Carolina (10.30 A. M.), Trinity, 
Concord, N. C., Rev. Hugo Kellermeyer, 
Joneord, N. C. 

New York (8 P. M.), Emanuel, Wood- 
haven, L. I., N. Y., Rev. HE. J. Strass- 
burger, Woodhaven, L. I., N. Y. 
German Philadelphia (8 P. M.), St. 
John’s, Egg Harbor, N. J., Rev. C. E. 
String, Egg Harbor, N. J. 

Indianapolis, (10 A.M.), Trinity, Mul- 
berry, Ind., Rev. C. J. Snyder, Mulberry, 
Ind. 


FEBRUARY 13: 


Lebanon (9 A. M.), Christ, Annville, Pa., 
Dr. K. Otis Spessard, Annville, Pa. 
Reading (7.45 P. M.), St. Andrew’s, 
Reading, Pa., Dr. Chas. E. Roth, Read- 
ing, Pa. 

Southwest Ohio (1.30 P. M.), Hale Me- 
morial, Dayton, O., Rev. Wm. A. Als- 
pach, Dayton, O. 

Somerset (7.30 P. M.), Trinity, Jenners- 
town, Pa., Rev. I. H. Bauder, Jenners- 
town, Pa. 

Baltimore-Washington (8 P. M.), St. 
Mark’s, Baltimore, Md., Rev. John R. T. 
Hedeman, Baltimore, Md. 


FEBRUARY 14: 
West Ohio (10 A. M.), Grace, Springfield, 
Ohio, Rey. E. E. Koepp, Springfield, O. 
Westmoreland (10 A. M.), Grace, Jean- 
nette, Pa., Rev. Ralph S. Weiler, Jean- 
nette, Pa. 
West New York, (9.30 A. M.), Emanuel, 
' Buffalo, N. Y., Rev. J. H. Rettig, Buffalo, 
N. Y. 
Chicago (2 P. M.), Zion, Freeport, Ill., 
Rev. Carl M. Grahl, Freeport, Ill. 
Kentucky (7.45 P. M., C. S. T.), First, 
Nashville, Tenn., Rev. Vincent W. Bu- 
cher, Nashville, Tenn. 


FEBRUARY 20: 
Zion’s (9 A. M.), St. Stephen’s, York, 
Pa., Rev. Howard F. Boyer, York, Pa. 
Gettysburg (7.30 P. M.), Christ, Littles- 
town, Pa., Dr. H. H. Hartman, Littles- 
town, Pa. 


FEBRUARY 21: 
Iowa (7.30 P. M.), Grace, Wilton June- 
tion, Ia., Rev. J. M. Newgard, Wilton 
Junction, Iowa. z 


FEBRUARY 27: 
East Susquehanna (7.30 P. M.), Christ, 
Lykens, Pa., Rev. W. R. Hartzell, Ly- 
kens, Pa. 


Our Foreign Mission Number will be 
issued next week. 


On account of the Swander Lectures to 
be given Feb. 6-8 at the Theological Semi- 
nary, Lancaster, Pa., the meeting of Read- 
ing Classis has been changed from Feb. 6 
to Feb. 13. 


The “Christian Intelligencer” states that 
the Rey. Albert J. Knoll, who was received 
on Dee. 30 as a member of the Classis of 
New Brunswick, Reformed Church in 
America, is now living at 32 Suydam St., 
New Brunswick, N. J. 


Dr. A. P. Anthony, P. O. Box 1224, Chi- 
cago, Ill., can be addressed there by any 
congregation seeking pastoral leadership. 
After years of trial and preparation, Dr. 
Anthony, who was recently married, will 
be glad to learn of any available vacancy 
where he can be of service. 


Thornton Hedrick, a member of First 
Church, Lexington, N. C., Dr. J. C. Leon- 
ard, pastor, was called to his eternal re- 
ward Jan. 15, aged 84 years. He leaves 
two sons and 4 daughters, among them 
Elder J. Tilden Hedrick, a Churchman 
well known in Potomac Synod and the 
General Synod. 
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REDUCED PRICES 


Reformed Church 


Effective 
Feb. Ist, 1933 


flymnal 


Due to the fact that many con- 
gregations are now in urgent need 
of new Hymnals and since the pres- 
sure of economic conditions has re- 
duced all purchases of church equip- 
ment to a minimum, we find, at the 
close of our fiscal year, a surplus of 
stock on hand which, together with 
other considerations, have caused the 
Board of Christian Education to de- 
cide, in this emergency, to forego part 
of its limited margin of profit on the 
Hymnal and reduce the former prices 
to the following: 


HYMNAL (ONLY) per copy 
—$1.25 less 10% in lots of 25 or 
more. : 


HYMNAL WITH RESPON- 
SIVE READINGS per copy— 
$1.50 less 10% in lots of 25 or 
more. 

Corresponding reductions will be 
made in the prices of other units of 
the Hymnal. 

SEND FOR COMPLETE LIST 

OF NEW PRICES. 


BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
OF THE REFORMED CHURCH 
IN THE UNITED STATES 


1505 RACE ST., PHILADELPHIA, PA. 


Dr. Lee M. Erdman, of St. Thomas’ 
Church, delivered the eloquent baccalau- 
reate sermon to 222 members of the gradu- 
ating class of the Senior High School, 
Reading, Pa., on Jan. 15. Nearly 1,200 
relatives and friends joined with the 
graduates in the exercises which were held 
in the high school auditorium. 


In the successful week of prayer in Man- 
chester, Md.,-the union services- were held 
in the Reformed Church, Dr. John S. Hol- 
lenbach preaching the opening sermon. On 
Jan. 4, the sermon was by Dr. Marsby J. 
Roth, of Hanover, Pa. A Union Leader- 
ship Training School is being held on 6 
successive Monday nights at Hampstead, 
Md. 


The combined Glee Clubs of the Lancas- 
ter High Schools rendered the sacred ora- 
torio, Rossina’s “Stabat Mater” in St. 
Paul’s Church, Lancaster, Dr. T. A. Als- 
pach, pastor, on Sunday evening, Jan. 15. 
The literal translation of the text was by 
Alfred C. Alspach, of the Class of 728. 
The rendition was much appreciated by the 
large audience. 


Jan, 22 was “Paisley Day” in the Bible 
School of Trinity Church, Phila., Rev. Purd 
E. Deitz, pastor, and fittingly was a cele- 


CHURCH FURNISHINGS 


MENEELY BELL CO. 


TROY,N. Y. and 
220 Broadway, N. Y. City 


BELLS 


Church Decorator, Fresco-Painting and Decorating 


MURAL PAINTINGS A SPECIALTY 
Sketches Submitted on Application 
H. P. BERGER : : Lebanon, Pa. 
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bration of the birthday of the devoted 
superintendent, Dr. Harry E. Paisley, who 
has rounded out a half century of service 
in Church and School rarely equaled any- 


where. The outpouring’ of members and 
friends was a significant tribute to a truly 
consecrated life. President Judge H. J. 
McDevitt was the speaker on this happy 
occasion. } 

The 14th annual Ohio Pastors’ Conven- 
tion will be held in the Neil House, Colum- 
bus, Jan. 30 to Feb. 2, under the auspices 
of the Ohio Council of Churches, Dr. B. F. 
Lamb, secretary. The theme is “Evan- 
gelism—Vitalizing Life,” and among the 
speakers on the exceptionally fine program 
are Drs. Charles E. Jefferson, Wm. P. Mer- 
rill, G. Bromley Oxnam, Fred B. Fisher, H. 
Lester Smith, Harry F. Ward and Rabbi 
Louis L. Wolsey. The 6th annual Ohio 
Conference of Church Women will be held 
at the same hotel Jan. 31 to Feb. 1. 

The Cedar Crest College Club of Phila- 
delphia held the first meeting of the New 
Year in Lansdale, Jan. 9, at The EHither- 
ton, guests of Mesdames Kriebel, Frick 
and Hartzel. The annual election of offi- 
cers took place, and the following will 
serve in the ensuing year: President, Mrs. 


Walter Scott; first vice-president, Mrs. 
Smiley; second vice-president, Miss 
Danowsky; recording secretary, Mrs. 
Spotts; corresponding secretary, Miss 


Jennie 8. Leh, and treasurer, Mrs. Geiger. 


The Board of Foreign Missions has an- 
nounced the death of Miss Sara E. Krick, 
missionary nurse in China, at her home in 
Reading on the morning of January 20. 
Funeral services were held in Calvary 
Chureh, of which she was a member, Tues- 
day afternoon, January 24. Members of 
the Board attended. Miss Krick was a 
great sufferer during the past year in 
China. She returned to America early last 
November, and spent eight weeks in the 
Methodist Episcopal Hospital this city, 
where she was in training. 

Both the Pennsylvania and Reading Rail- 
roads have authorized a special reduced 
round trip fare, on the Certificate Plan, 
for travelers to the meeting of the Penn- 
sylvania Council of Churches at Harris- 
burg, Pa., on Monday and Tuesday, Jan. 
30 and 31, 1933. One-way tickets will be 
sold at the regular rate and certificates 
will be furnished, upon application at time 
of purchase, certifying thereto. If 100 
certificates from various points are pre- 
sented and validated at the meeting on 
January 30-31, return transportation will 
be issued until February 3, inclusive, at 
one-half of the regular one-way fare. 

“Tabor Tidings” is the name of the 
artistic new parish monthly published by 
Tabor Church, Chew and Fairhill Sts., 
Philadelphia, Rev. Edwin H. Romig, pas- 
tor. It is filled with good news of an 
active parish and is being championed by 
some of the aggressive young people of 
that congregation, The Holy Communion 
was celebrated Jan. 8. The Catechetical 
Class was started Jan. 6 and meets every 
Friday at 7.30 P. M. The annual congre- 
gational meeting, Jan. 11, revealed a for- 
ward looking spirit. Boy Scout Troop 169 
has been reorganized, Stanley B. Furstenau 
is Scoutmaster. 


The Reformed Church Young People’s: 


League of Philadelphia held an election of 
officers at the Whittier Hotel Jan. 11. The 
officers for the ensuing year are: President, 
Miss Virginia Hoar, of Calvary; vice- 
president, Mr. Robert Dillman, of Tabor; 
secretary, Miss Helen Stone, of Palatinate; 
treasurer, Miss Florence Keating, of Mt. 
Hermon. ‘These leaders will be installed 
at a rally to be held by the League Mar. 2. 
A business meeting and social for the 
Executive Committee and friends will be 
held at the home of Mrs. Wm. Sheckler, 
of Upper Darby, Feb. 11. 

At the well attended meeting of the 
Phila. Alumni Association of F. and M. 
College, held Jan. 20 at the Arcadia Cafe, 
the principal speakers were Drs. Paul H. 
Musser and Harry M. J. Klein. Dr. Mus- 
ser, who is a son of the late Dr. Cyrus J. 
Musser, former editor of the “Messenger”, 
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is dean of the college, at University of 
Pennsylvania. There was general regret 
at the inability of Dr. R. C. Schiedt, be- 
loved professor emeritus at the College, to 
be present, on account of illness, and af- 
fectionate greetings were sent to him. The 
officers chosen include Donald Cragin, pres- 
ident; Harold Roberts, vice-president; 
David H. Harr, secretary, and Geo. B. 
Zendt, treasurer. 

Rev. Gustav R. Poetter, of St. Mark’s 
Church, Reading, Pa., has had 8 funerals 
already in 1933 and served over 50 sick 
persons and shut-ins with private Com- 
munion. The annual congregational meet- 
ing on Jan. 16 was a happy and enthusi- 
astic one with encouraging reports. The 
pastor of St. Mark’s has been unanimously 
elected the first chaplain of the Reading 
Volunteer Fire Department. He preached 
a special memorial sermon for the Depart- 
ment last Sunday night when the congre- 
gation filled the spacious auditorium. 

One of our most cherished readers in 
Carlisle, Pa., sending her check for re- 
newal, kindly writes: “In these days of 
depression we find many things are not 
possible, but it is just impossible to dis- 
continue the ‘Messenger’, as it has been a 
welcome and valued visitor for so many 
years and is improving with the passing 
years.” 

The Bulletin, as prepared by The Lay- 
man Company, offers every Church the 
most effective of tithing education plus 
relief from half of the expenses and wor- 
ries of the ordinary Church bulletin. The 
Bulletin consists of four pages. Pages 1 
and 4 are for the use of the local Church. 
They may be printed, multigraphed or 
mimeoed at one impression. Pages 2 and 
3 carry any one of 32 of the famous Lay- 
man tithing messages. This affords a quiet 
but effective course in Stewardship educa- 
tion. It combines simplicity, effectiveness 
and economy. Send for price list and 
samples. Please mention the “Messenger”; 
also give your denomination. The Lay- 
man Company, 730 Rush St., Chicago. 


Another Chapter of the Reformed 
Churchmen’s League is most enthusiastic 
about the programs furnished monthly to 
each Chapter from denominational head- 
quarters. In reporting their progress for 
1932, Mr. Fred A. Luthy, secretary of the 
Chapter of Eighth Church, Cleveland, O., 
Dr. H. J. Rohrbaugh, pastor, writes: “We 
have truly enjoyed the privilege of being 
associated with the League for the past 
two years. We have been blessed and ben- 
efited by your program which we have 
adopted and followed in almost consecutive 
order. The subjects and material furnish- 
ed have been very helpful and inspiring 
and have been responsible for the mani- 
fold blessings we have enjoyed through 
the year.” 

At Marion, Pa., Rev. J. C. Sanders, pas- 
tor, both S. 8. of the charge rendered 
Christmas services of a high order of ex- 
cellence. Offering for the orphans was 
$94.36, of which Marion gave $64.36 and 
Grindstone Hill, $30, the smallest for the 
present pastorate. Both Churches closed 
the year with balances in the current ex- 
pense treasuries. Heidelberg, Marion, was 
one of 6 congregations in Mercersburg 
Classis to pay the Apportionment in full. 
The pastor is being assisted in special 
services at Marion by Revs. E. H. Lau- 
bach, Harvey M. Light, G. E. Plott and 
Dr. Allan S. Meck. Dr. Meck will also 
speak during one week at the Union sery- 
ices to be held at the Grindstone Hill 
Church. 


A new Church School record has been set 
for the 6th year in Memorial Church, To- 
ledo, O., Rev. Perry H. Baumann, pastor, 
all previous records in attendance being 
broken in 1932. The annual reunion of 
the faculty and students of the Spring 
Valley Girls’ Camp was held at Memorial, 
a banquet preceding the program. The 
Christmas program was well attended, and 
the decorated tree in front of the Church 
received much favorable comment. The 
pastor and family were generously remem- 
bered. Rev. Mr. Baumann will teach New 


MESSENGER 


‘was presented in the auditorium. 


_ zel, 


JANUARY 26, 1933 


FOR SALE—1932 Chevrolet 

Coupe. New tires. Write Rev. 

R. J. Freeman, 140 N. Second 
Street, Reading, Pa. 


Testament Archaeology and the Gospel of 
St. Mark at the winter session of the 
Toledo 8S. S. Training School. The pastor 
is taking up a course in Evangelism and 
expects to teach it to a select group of the 
workers of the Church during the next few 
months. 


St. Paul’s Church, Pittsburgh, Pa., Rev. 
Louis G. Novak, pastor, looks back upon 
the past great season of spiritual strength- 
ening with much joy. The early candle- 
light service was an enthusiastic gathering 
led by the superintendent, Mr. Fred J. 
Bernhardy. A Christmas breakfast fol- 
lowed the service. The Church service 
was characterized by special music and 
sermon. Organizations united in making 
up Christmas baskets for the poor, which 
were distributed by the Cadets. The 8. S. 
awards and cantata were held Christmas 
night with a splendid attendance. The 
American Cadets of the Church recently 
celebrated their 8th anniversary. Speeches, 
a drill and a lunch featured the evening’s 
program. Mr. Bernhardy is in charge of 
the Cadets. The congregation also re- 
membered the Ist ‘anniversary of the pass- 
ing away to eternal rest of Elder P. W. 
Siebert. 

A series of County Evangelistic Confer- 
ence is being arranged for Illinois, Feb. 13- 
17, and for Ohio, Feb. 20-24. Plans for : 
these conferences are being worked out 
with the State Federations of Churches. e 
It is planned to hold 25 county confer- — 
ences in one week in Illinois, and 50 in 
Ohio. In Illinois a group of 10 men will 
be teamed by 2 and sent into the 25 coun- . 
ties during the 5 days. The same plan will - 
be followed in Ohio, except that twice as 
many teams will be available. These ar- - 
rangements have been effected by Dr. Jesse a 
M. Bader, field secretary of the Commission 
of Evangelism of the Federal Council of — a 
Churches in America. Dr. R. C. Zartman, + 
Supt. of Evangelism of our Church, will be 
on one of the teams to put across the 
evangelistic drive in Ohio, his native 
State. Pastors and Churches desiring the 
services of Dr. Zartman in evangelistic — 
work should communicate with him at once ~ 
at Collingswood, N. J. “i 


Christmas was fittingly observed in First 
Church, Marion, O., Dr. Robert W. Hucke, 
pastor. In the evening an art production — 
of the “Birth of Christ” posed by profes- 
sional models was presented. The entire 
interpretation was Dr. Hucke’s original 
work and over 3,000 people with delega- 
tions from Columbus, Cleveland and Cin- — 
cinnati were present and heard Dr. Hucke — 
explain his interpretation of the picture. — 
Because of the continued crowding in 
through the doors of the Church the sche 
uled service was postponed an hour. The 
contract for the production called for 
$1,000, but the congregation feels that the 


is one of the largest in the city. At lea 
500 people were turned away from 
Church, At the Church School progra 
following, an offering was lifted for F 
Wayne Orphans’ Home. 


On Jan. 15, about 35 “Mensch-Mille 
visited Christ Church, Elizabethtown, Pa 
Rev. L. C. T. Miller, pastor. In the aft 
noon the local campers gave a tea in hor 
of prospective campers and their pa 
to which were invited campers far 
wide. Rev. Fred Wentzel, present 
his motion picture machine, showed ¢ 
pictures. At 7 P. M. a special prog 


addresses were made by Miss Ru 
row, Steelton; Mr. John Sando 
Lancaster Seminary and Rey. 
At the close of the ser 
“Follow the Gleam” was softl 
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the violin, Mr. Wentzel lighted his candle 
at the altar and passed his light on to 
the campers who had gathered about the 
chancel. As the choir sang “A Charge to 
Keep I Have,” the campers ranged them- 
selves upon either side of the center aisle. 
The service closed with prayer of dedica- 
tion. The beautiful symbolism of this 
service will remain long an inspiration to 
those who witnessed it. 

The year’s survey at Zion Church, Balti- 
more, Md., Rev. Norman L. Horn, pastor, 
based upon the reports given at the congre- 
gational meeting Jan. 12, reveals a very 
encouraging condition with a _ splendid 
spirit of co-operation prevailing. The 
Ladies’ Guild, of 65 women, turned over 
$1,100 to the Church and special recogni- 
tion was given these women. The follow- 
ing were elected to the Consistory: Elders, 
J. F. C. Stein and Samuel Duerr; Deacons, 
Raymond Armiger, Wm. Brunett, Wilfred 
Schilling. The treasurer’s report showed 
all local financial obligations met. Christ- 
mas was a happy occasion. In spite of 
bad weather the Church was filled at the 
early service at 6, when the choir rendered 
the, cantata “The World’s True Light.” 
At the 11 A. M. service two infants were 
baptized. 17 boys and girls are under cate- 
chetical instruction, and a number of in- 
terested families are expected to unite with 
the Church. Zion’s program is going for- 
ward with enthusiasm and zeal. 

Church attendance during January in 
the Shrewsbury, Pa., Charge, Rev. C. M. 
Mitzell, pastor, has been very encouraging. 
The pastor has been kept busy visiting 
members stricken by the influenza epi- 
demic. The pastor began a series of 10 
sermons on “The Ten Commandments”, in 
connection with morning and evening ser- 
vices. On Sunday evenings the members 
are given the opportunity to select their 
favorite texts and hymns. All accounts 
of the 4 congregations, including auxil- 
jaries, were audited, as has been the an- 
nual custom. The Joint Consistory held 
its annual meeting in St. Paul, Shrews- 
bury, Jan. 9. Elder W. H. G. Masemore, 
Bethlehem, is President; Rev. C. M. Mit- 
zell, Stated Clerk, and Deacon Melvin D, 
Bailey, Bethlehem, Treasurer. Elders Mase- 
more and C. H. Bailey will represent the 
Charge at the meetings of Classis and 
Synod during 1933. The minister is com- 
pleting his 9th year in the charge. 


St. Paul’s Church, Selinsgrove, Pa., Rev. 
Earl G. Kline, pastor, experienced an in- 
tensive program of activities during the 
fall and Christmas seasons. At the eve- 
ning services during September trav- 
elogues were given by: the pastor and wife 
and also an elder, Dr. Geo. F. Dunkel- 
berger, all of whom enjoyed a pleasant 
tour of Europe and the Mediterranean 
countries the past summer. The Every 
Member Canvass was conducted Nov. 20. 
The W. M. S. held their annual Thank 
Offering service Nov. 27. During the fall 
the pastor preached a series of sermons on 
“The Devil’s Children.” On Christmas 
morning the Primary Department staged a 
miscellaneous program and in the evening 
the Juniors and young people of the S. S. 
presented two plays. A liberal offering 
was received for Bethany Orphans’ Home. 
Holy Communion on Jan. 8, when the choir 
appeared for the first time in their vest- 
ments presented by one of the 8S. 8. classes. 
Last spring a workers’ conference was 
organized in the 8. S. and has a very con- 
structive effect upon the 8S. 8. The pas- 
tor is again serving as an instructor in 
the Sunbury Community Leadership Train- 
ing School. 


At Bethany Church, Butler, Pa., Rey. 
Frank Hiack, pastor, special services were 
held Jan. 4, 5, 6, 1933, marking the volun- 
tary restoration of this congregation to a 
self-support status after 22 years of aid 
from the Home Missions Board. Speakers 
were Revs. James M. Mullan, D.D., on 
Wednesday, and W. E. Reifsnyder of Mc- 
Keesport, Thursday, and Prof. F. W. Leich, 
of Central Seminary, Dayton, O., Friday. 
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Others taking part were: Revs. R. H. Helf- 
LiiCOmemet bain, .N.. (smith, FE. Ww. 
Schacht and his son, Walter. Greetings 
were read from Rev. Paul Reid Pontius, 
son of a former pastor; 3 Allegheny Clas- 
sis Home Missionaries; Revs. H. F. Loch, 
N. J. Herman and D. J: Wolf; from the 
President of Allegheny Classis, Rev. Dr. 
J. H. String, and from the President of 
General Synod, Dr. H. J. Christman, whose 
illness prevented him from coming as 
speaker on Friday. St. Paul’s congrega- 
tion, Butler, was represented by a chorus 
of more than 20 voices on the Thursday 
program, and presented to Bethany a hand- 
painted greeting, beautiful in design and 
sentiment, which was made by Rev. and 
Mrs. Helffrich. Bethany held its annual 
meeting on January 18. Officers elected 
were: Elder, W. A. Ashbaugh; Deacons, 
Roy Campbell and John L, Lichty. Despite 
increased unemployment, receipts were 
about the same as 1931. 


The Christmas decorations were unusual- 
ly beautiful and the services were well 
attended in Christ Church, Green St. be- 
low 16th, Philadelphia, Rev. Aaron R. 
Tosh, pastor. Especially was this true of 
the 8. 8. Christmas service under leader- 
ship of Dr. Stewart Runkel. Capt. Fred 
W. Gerhard, who for many years has so 
faithfully served the Church, passed into 
the great beyond on Jan. 16. His great 
interest was with the young people of the 
Church and the Boys’ Brigade. He was 
a former National Commander of the 
United Boys’ Brigade of America. His 
genial presence was an inspiration and 
in the truest acceptance of the word he 
was a Soldier of Christ, and will live on 
in affectionate remembrance. The W. M. 
S. held its monthly meeting, Jan. 20, at 
the residence of Dr. and Mrs. J. Rauch 
Stein. There was a large turn out to 
greet Mrs. F. Wm. Leich, President of 
the W. M. S. of General Synod. Mrs. 
Warner representing Philadelphia Classis 
and Miss Hinkle, Secretary of Literature 
of the Reformed Church, were present. 
The social hour was greatly enjoyed. The 
Ef-Kay-Gree Chorus, under direction of 
Mrs. Laura Gerhart, gave a delightful 
evening of music at the Y. P.’s service, 
Jan. 22. The Good Cheer Class, Mrs. J. 
Rauch Stein, teacher, will hold an oyster 
supper at the Church, Jan. 27. 


On Christmas, in Calvary Church, Turtle 
Creek, Pa., Rev. Francis C. Schlater, pas- 
tor, the young people presented a play 
as part of the early morning service, fol- 
lowed by a breakfast at the Church. The 
Chureh School and morning worship were 
well attended. In the evening the Church 
School held their White Gifts for the King 
service, which were later distributed to 
the needy. At ten, 39 of the young people 
started on their path to sing Christmas 
Carols and completed their spreading of 
Christmas cheer at 1.30, when they were 
entertained by the treasurer of the Church, 
Mr. Henry Shults. The pastor, as Supt. 
of Leadership Training for the Turtle 
Creek district of the County Council of 
Religious Education, is teaching the Com- 
munity class in “Principles of Teaching”. 
In the community program of pulpit ex- 
changes the pastor preached in the Luther- 
an pulpit, Jan. 1. The Churches in the 
community are doing their best to help 
needy homes. Calvary has fostered a pro- 
gram of recreation for the youth of the 
congregation so as to help them fill their 
leisure time profitably. The Church Sehool 
room is used as a center of fellowship 
through wholesome games, reading, music, 
radio programs, ete. Recently the young 
people had charge of the program in a cen- 
ter for Pittsburgh’s unemployed. 

The Christmas season in Central Church, 
Dayton, O., Dr. Walter W. Rowe, pastor, 
was a very busy one. On Dee. 18, in the 
evening, the Chorus Choir rendered the 
cantata “Bethlehem” to a large and ap- 
preciative audience; Dec. 21, the annual 
Christmas Social and festival given by 
the 8. S. in the social rooms; Dee. 21, 
the Miami Jacobs Business College held 
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their annual Christmas Assembly in Cen- 
tral, when an outstanding Christmas pro- 
gram was rendered under direction of 
Mr. Elmer J. Knisely, organist. Christ- 


mas carols were sung by the Young People 
to the shut-ins, Christmas Eve. A play 
was given by the Playmaker’s Club on 
Christmas evening. Much stress was laid 
this year on remembering the needy, and 
many baskets were sent out. Holy Com- 
munion, Jan. 8, one member received by 
certificate and 4 infant baptisms. Annual 
Congregational meeting, Jan. 11, when 6 
elders and 6 deacons were elected. Re- 
ports showed great accomplishments dur- 
ing the past year. $37,000 was raised and 
the principal on the Church Debt reduced 
$5,250. The Church year closed without 
a deficit. The pastor reported 26 deaths 
during 1932. Dr. Harry C. Munro, of the 
International Council of Religious Edu- 
cation, addressed the Church School, Jan. 
22, and in the afternoon addressed an In- 
terdenominational rally of Adult School 
Workers in Central Church. 


VACANT CHARGES 


(According to the Records of the Stated 
Clerk of the General Synod) 
EASTERN SYNOD: 
East Pennsylvania, Grace, Northampton, 
Pa.; Jacob Spitko, 310 EH. 10th St. 
Lancaster, Zion’s, Joseph E. Carroll, Jr., 
2 Front St., Marietta, Pa. 
St. Andrew’s, R. F. Stauffer, 
Ross St., Lancaster, Pa. 
West Susquehanna, Mifflinburg Charge, 
Everett M. Baker, Mifflinburg, Pa. 
Tohickon, First, Elmer S. Apple, Quaker- 
town, Pa. 
Schuylkill, St. 
Orwigsburg, Pa. 


246 KE. 


John’s, Allen Riegel, 


THE 
REFORMED CHURCH 


ALMANAC 
YEAR BOOK 


should be in the home of every 
REFORMED CHURCH 
MEMBER! 
We believe that many individ- 
uals, desiring a copy, do not 
know where to secure it. If 
your congregation cannot fur- 
nish-a copy to you, use the 
coupon printed below and 
receive a copy postpaid for 


25 cents 


Reduction on Quantity 
Orders 


Church School Groups, Young 
Peoples’ Societies, Ladies’ Aids, 
and other groups, sell copies of 
the Almanac to earn money for 
your treasury. Write for prices. 


BoaRD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
OF THE REFORMED CHURCH, 
1505 Race St., Philadelphia, Pa. 


Enclosed find 25c for which 
please send me the 1933 Reform- 
ed Church Almanac. 


NAME 


ADDRESS 
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Wyoming, Bloomsburg, Arthur A. Ohl, 
715 E. 5th St., Bloomsburg, Pa. 


OHIO SYNOD: 


East Ohio, Salem, St. Peter’s, T. 8. 
Baughman, Clinton, Ohio. 

Northeast Ohio, Reedsburg Charge, 
George Hartzell, West Salem, O., R. 
No, a 

Old Springfield, Salem, C. F. Folger, 729 
W. Dewey Ave., Youngstown, Ohio. 


Northwest Ohio, First, H. Brown, 508 
Scott St., Sandusky, Ohio. 
Southwest Ohio, Mt. Carmel, F. M. 


Staver, R. No. Ohio. 


SYNOD OF THE NORTHWEST: 
Sheboygan, Chilton, Herman Westfahl, 
Chilton, Wis. 

Nebraska, Emanuel, Lorenz Pfennig, 404 
W. 11th St., York, Nebr. 
Portland-Oregon, Ebenezer, Wm. Schemp, 
Quincy, Wash. 

Edmonton, Zoar, John Boomerlan, 113- 
34 89th St., Edmonton, Alta., Canada. 


PITTSBURGH SYNOD: 
Westmoreland, Yukon, 
Bollinger, Ruffsdale, Pa. 
First, St. John’s, Frank Byers, Young- 
wood, Pa. 

Salina, Arthur Allshouse, Livermore, Pa. 


3, Miamisburg, 


Seanors, H. L. 


Scottdale, S. M. Waugaman, Scottdale, 
Pa. 
Clarion, Emlenton, Dr. C. §S. Briden- 


baugh, Emleton, Pa. 
Somerset, New Centerville Charge, H. W. 
Musser, Rockwood, Pa. 
Allegheny, Christ, Emerson Sproul, 7064 
Kelley St., Pittsburgh, Pa. 

SYNOD OF THE POTOMAC: 
Maryland, Burkettsville Charge, McDuell 
Staley, Knoxville, Md., R. D. 


Christ, Surrey, Glen Williams, Funks- 
town, Pa. 
Virginia, St. Paul’s, Calvary, Charles 


Skyles, Woodstock, Va. 

North Carolina, Upper Davidson Charge, 
J. Thomas Leonard, Lexington, N. C. 
First, John H. Miller, Salisbury, N. C. 
First, C. E. De Chant, 1948 EK. 9th St., 
Charlotte, N. C. 

Grace, Clarence Clapp, Newton, N. C. 
Carlisle, New Bloomfield, Samuel Garlin, 
New Bloomfield, Pa. 

Juniata, Salem, L. W. Mensch, 
Carolyn Ave., Altoona, Pa. 
Hickory Bottom, E. T. Metzker, 
tinsburg, Pa., R. D. 
Baltimore-Washington, Faith, J. H. Mus- 
grove, 1175 Linwood Ave., Baltimore, 
Md. 

GERMAN SYNOD OF THE EAST: 
German Philadelphia, Bethlehem, F. W. 
Winterberg, 9 S. Academy St., Glassboro, 
N. J. 

St. John’s, St. Paul’s, Jacob Schell, 330 
King St., Pottstown, Pa. 


339 E. 
Mar- 
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Bethlehem, mei Koelmel, 
St., Philadelphia, E a. 
West New York, Emanuel, Webster 
Sechriess, 7 W. Wayne St., Warren, Pa. 
SYNOD OF THE MID-WEST: 

Ft. Wayne, First, William Cramer, Ful- 
ton, Mich. 

Hudson Charge, Samuel Noll, 
Lake, Ind. 


3617 Jasper 


Pleasant 


Iowa, Lone Tree, Vernon Burr, Lone 
Tree, Lowa. 

Indianapolis, St. John’s, Glenn M. 
Pagett, 602 N. Riley St., Indianapolis, 
Ind. 

Missouri-Kansas, Rockville, William 


Hammer, Rockville, Mo. 


Brown Memorial, Paul Brown; 3305 E. 
Douglas St., Wichita, Kansas. 

Zoar, Ferdinand Schaepeler, Rockville, 
Mo., R. R. 


Shoenfeld, Ebenezer, Conrad Popp, Hois- 
ington, Kans., R. No. 1. 

Kentucky, New Middletown Charge, 
Chas. E. Watson, New Middletown, Ind. 


(Inquiries can be addressed to those 
whose addresses are given.) 


These lists will be reported every two 
months. It is to the interest of all of us 
to have them as nearly correct as possible. 
Your co-operation will therefore be great- 
ly appreciated. 

Fraternally, 


J. Rauch Stein, Stated Clerk. 
Jan. 16, 1933. 


“SILVER TRUMPET” 


(The Heroic Appeal of Christianity to 
Young People) 


Does Christianity really appeal to young 
people? Are they seriously interested in 
Christian ideals? Does a virile Christian 
faith appeal to them? These questions 
arise in the minds of many ministers and 
other Church workers who are in contact 
with Christian youth. To satisfy my own 
mind through first-hand information, I 
passed around several copies of the story, 
“Silver Trumpet,’ among ministers, college 
students, seminaries and young people in 
several of our Churches. 


The book first attracted my attention 
as the prize-winner which was selected 
among 50 manuscripts submitted in the 
contest conducted by the American Sunday 
School Union on the theme “The Heroic 
Appeal of Christianity to Young People.” 
In D. Randall MacRae’s self-centered life, 
religion and Christ had meant little. Four 
years at a large Eastern college, an indul- 
gent father, plenty of spending money, and 
a free rein had already given him a cynical, 
superior attitude toward life. Then he 
caught a glimpse of Fae Thurston. Try 
as he would, he could not brush her from 
his memory. He had never met Fae. Yet 
to be near her, he breaks with his father, 
and enrolls at a small co-educational col- 


MANY SHALL COME 


A Story By 
Elizabeth Clarke Kieffer 


(Continued from last week) 
WLI 


The house that Marcus and Tertia had 
rented combined the features of Roman 
and Jewish architecture. The ground floor 
conformed to the conventions of a Roman 
villa—atrium, tablinium, peristyle, and the 


a“ 


other rooms essential to the comfort-loving 
Roman; but the roof, with its low balus- 
trade, flowering plants and striped awn- 
ings, was typically oriental. Here, one 
pleasant day, Tertia reclined on a luxurious 
couch, where she could look out into the 
dusty village street. 


To her came Marcus, chuckling to him- 
self as he climbed the stair. “I’ve heard 
another good story about our friend Jesus,” 
he laughed as he seated himself on a low 
chair near her. 


“Ym past being surprised at anything I 
hear of Jesus,” smiled Tertia. “What has 
He done now?” 
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‘ideals she held”), and the challenge of the 
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lege in the Middle West, where a strong 
Christian atmosphere prevails. MacRae’s re- 
action to these unusual surroundings and the 
influence of Fae with her uncompromising 
Christian ideals provide a story that is as 
“clean and refreshing as a breeze from the 
pine-scented forest” and serves as a Clear, 
ringing call to a life of higher ideals and 
a deeper Christian faith. 

Through correspondence with the author, 
J. Wesley Ingles, the written reactions of 
some 20 young people, the oral reports from 
other larger groups among whom the vyol- 
ume was received enthusiastically, the 
statements of several students studying at 
present in “Wharton College,’ I am 
strengthened in my conviction that the 
Gospel has by no means lost its appeal for 
Christian youth, that young people are 
vitally interested, even yearning for just 
that sacrificial idealism which centers in 
Jesus Christ, but they do not want to hear 
religion merely talked—they want to see 
it lived, yes, have it be vital in their own 
lives. To illustrate this, I am glad to share 
with the reader some of the comments on 
the story by the groups referred to above. 

That the story is well written is sum- 
marized by an alert young minister, “It 
has been some time since I have read a 
book that so held my attention and gave 
me genuine pleasure.” 

Its challenging appeal is mentioned re- 
peatedly. A young man writes, “The story 
has proven most fascinating to me. I must 
confess that it brought back to me the 
ideas I had of a real Christian which had 
become a little blurred here at... If 
Jesus can get through scepticism and doubt 
as strong as MacRae’s, then the present 
generation isn’t damned after all.” 

We are always in danger of tryin 
impose our religious experience as ahaitg 
upon the adolescents. Many readers of the 
book will agree that “young people in gen- mt 
eral do not take their Christianity as nat- 
urally as did the young people of Wharton 
College.” However, the author claims: 

“The book is an accurate picture of the 
school as I knew it during 1922-26—and 
any graduate will tell you that to read the a 

book is worth a trip back to the beloved 

campus.” In fact, several students, in the : 
college now, feel that the book does not f 
quite do justice to Wharton. 7 

Even though our reactions may vary 
slightly as to details, it seems clear that 
we have in this novel a certain realism 
(“How similar that particular happening, 
or situation, or point of view, is to that — 
of our own. . .”), a very definite idealism — 
(“I have not found Fae Thurston in real 
life, but she lives for me because of the | 


personality of Jesus Christ (“The most 
striking question that it brought to me is, 
‘How can I fill in the sentence, For me to 
live is. . .?” Se 
This is one book that should be cireulat- i? 
ed widely, and your young people will 
thank you for introducing it to them. 
H. Wernecke. 


He laughed again. “You know, | 
Man’s as clever as He is profound,’ 
said. “They say He never laughs, but 
must laugh inwardly. He sees the fun o 
life as much as anybody. You know how 
rabbis are always on the watch for 
phemy in His teachings. Well, I 
most of them are merely being caref 
are not trying to find what is not 
but, we’ve heard how others try ° 
Him. Well, one of the Levites ask 
the other day, if it is lawful—aceo 
Jewish law, of course—to pay t 
Caesar. 
“He must have been even cleve 
the average of His kind, to 
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out. You see the position it put Jesus in. 
If He said ‘Yes’ He offended both the Jews 
and the Herodians; and if He said ‘No’ He 
fell foul of the Romans.” 

“What on earth did He say?” 

“He said, ‘Show me a denarius!’ Every- 
body in the crowd thought He said it to 
gain time, but His next words showed that 
He knew what He was doing. Someone 
handed Him a bright new coin of Tiberius’ 
latest minting, with the head of the em- 
peror in bold relief on it. Now, you know, 
a really strict Jew ought not to have such 
a thing in his possession. It’s a graven 
image as much as any other. If such a 
thing came into the possession of a real 
purist, he ought to throw it away. He 
can’t give it to the temple, he ought not 
to give it to a fellow Jew, anything 
bought with it would be unclean. But as 
a matter of fact when it’s a question of 
money even the purest of the pure are lax. 
Our coins are used for all secular purposes, 
and even if you can’t give them into the 
temple treasury, there are plenty of men 
in the temple courts who will handle the 
heathen stuff, and the priests are not above 
growing wealthy on the exchange. Jesus 
pointed to the coin, and said, “Whose is 
this image and superscription?’ Of course 
everybody said, ‘Caesar’s.” Jesus said, 
‘Render therefore, unto Caesar the things 
which are (Caesar’s, and unto God the 
things which are God’s’.” 

Tertia laughed. “He has the gift!” she 
said, “but He doesn’t go out of His way 
to conciliate. That Levite was answered, 
but Pl wager he wasn’t soothed.” 

“Of course not,” said Marcus, “nor were 
the Herodians accounted for; and the 
priests must recognize the slap at the 
money-changing. They remember that He 
turned over the tables once, and He’ll do 
it again some time, for the trade has grown 
more and more scandalous.” 

“T doubt if He dares show Himself in 
the temple for awhile.” 

“No; that was a narrow escape He had 
at Tabernacles.” 

“Tf Nicodemus had not spoken for Him 

in the sanhedrin, things would have gone 
badly.” 
- “T hope Nicodemus doesn’t get into trou- 
ble for his partiality. They say the ortho- 
dox Jews are suspicious of Him since 
then.” 

“Jesus was back for the Feast of Dedi- 
eation in December.” 

“Ves but He stayed very quietly here 
with Mary and Martha.” 

“Tm still angry we missed Him.” 

“Our duty had to be considered, and 
even if we could have been spared at the 
palace, we couldn’t have committed our- 
selves far enough to go to Lazarus’ home 
to see Him.” 

“Where is He now.” 

“No one seems sure. 
desert they think.” 


Somewhere in the 


Marcus had been leaning on the para- © 


pet, watching the passersby. Now he start- 
ed. “Queer company your little friend 
Mary has,” he remarked. 

Tertia looked down and saw the pretty 
little Jewess passing with an older girl, 
whose beautiful face, although calm, bore 
the stamp of tragedy. “Who is she?” she 
asked. “I don’t believe I know her.” 

“Don’t you remember that pitiful crea- 
ture at Magdala, who was dragged about 
by those vile men, and used to have pro- 
phetie frenzies? The girl who frightened 
you by screaming when you would not pay 
to have your fortune told?” 

“Surely this cannot be she!” exclaimed 
Tertia. “But now I remember, there was 
a Mary of Magdala whom Jesus cured. 
This must be she.” 

“Tt must have been a difficult cure. 
They said she had seven devils.” 

As the two Marys approached, Tertia 
leaned over the balustrade and called 
“Mary!” 

Both girls looked up and Mary of Beth- 
any smiled. 

“How are you, Mary?” called Tertia. 
“You have neglected me lately. I haven’t 
seen you for days.” 
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“T am well,” said Mary; “but my brother 
Lazarus lies sick of a fever.” 

“T am sorry!” exclaimed Tertia. 
it is not serious.” 

“TI am afraid it is very serious. 
doctors give us little hope.” 

“How shocking! But could not your 
Master, Jesus, cure him?” 

“He could, of course, but we have hesi- 
tated to send Him word. He has been in 
such danger, and now that He is in a safe 
place, we hated to call Him back. But 
now that things look so badly, our friend, 
Mary, is going down into the desert to tell 
Him. I am afraid it will be too late.” 

“How sorry I am! You will let me 
know if I can help?” 

“You are most kind, dear lady, but I do 


not think you can do anything.” 
* * * 


“T hope 
The 


The sixth day after this, the piercing 
wail of the mourners told the little town 
that Lazarus was dead. 


(To be Continued) 


ARITHMETIC 


Q. How much earth is in an excavation 
100 feet long, 20 feet wide and 15 feet 


deep? 
A. There is no earth in an exeavation. 


The Family Altar 


By A. W. Krampe, D.D. 


HELP FOR WEEK OF JAN. 30-FEB. 5 


Memory Verse: I chose you, and appoint- 
ed you, that ye should go and bear fruit. 
John 15:16. 

Memory Hymn: “Dear Lord and Father 
of Mankind.” 


Theme: Jesus Chooses the Twelve. 


Monday—A Multitude Follows 
Mark 3:7-12 


Jesus’ healing on the Sabbath and His 
teaching concerning the purpose of the 
Sabbath was not at all pleasing to the 
religious rulers. With the people however 
He was very popular and great crowds fol- 
lowed Him. This made it necessary for 
Him to withdraw from the city to the 
lakeside. This withdrawal from the crowd 
must not be interpreted as an act of cow- 
ardice on the part of Jesus. On the con- 
trary, it was a very wise move. The peo- 
ple began to realize that in Jesus they 
had a very sympathetic friend and hence 
their enthusiasm for Him grew. His popu- 
larity increased notwithstanding His with- 
drawal from the city. Thus the enthusiasm 
of the people forced the leaders, at least 
for a time, to proceed very cautiously. 

Prayer: Dear Lord and Master, Thou 
hast lost none of Thine attractive power. 
Thou art still drawing men to Thyself by 
Thy love. We too have heard Thy gentle 
voice and have found peace and satisfac- 
tion in Thy presence. We thank Thee for 
this. Amen, 


Tuesday—Twelve Apostles Chosen 
Mark 3:13-19 


The fact that great multitudes from 
Galilee and beyond, followed Jesus, great- 
ly enlarged the task of evangelization and 
almost compelled Jesus to secure helpers. 
The time had come to organize the mis- 
sionary work in order to make it more 
effective and give it a permanent form for 
the future. This was done in the choice 
of the Twelve. The Gospels tell us that 
the selection of twelve men from the large 
number that had gathered about Him, was 
for Jesus a matter of great impo.tance. 
Luke in a parallel passage (Luke 6:12-13) 
says: “Jesus continued all night in prayer 
to God”’—then in the morning He chose 
the twelve. Much depended upon the 
choice of the right men, for they were to 
be His special companions, receive special 
training in order to carry on the mission- 
ary work He Himself had begun, 
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The Chittier 
P. Y. F. A., 140 N. 15th Street, Phila. Pa. 
Central Location—Close to Shopping District 
Permanent and transient guests 
are cordially welcomed 
AUDITORIUM BANQUET ROOMS 


Excellent food and service. 


MARY E. LEEDS, Manager 
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Thought. Digest and 
Attendance Record. Other Features. 

Flexible Binding. 35c. Postpaid. 
FLEMING H. REVELL CO., 158 Fifth Ave., New York City 


ELDRIDGE ANNOUNCES 
TWO VERY HELPFUL BOOKS 
CLEVER SPEECHES 
FOR ALL OCCASIONS 
A life saver when you are called on to speak at School- 
PRICE, 75 Cents 
SOCIALS, PARTIES, STUNTS 
For 
CHURCH ano COMMUNITY GATHERINGS 
Something for every month. PRICE paper 75 Cents 
Boards $1,25 
Prayer: 
“Jesus calls us, o’er the tumult 
Of our life’s wild restless sea: 
Day by day His sweet voice soundeth, 
Saying, ‘Christian, follow Me!’ 
As of old apostles heard it 
By the Galilean lake, 


Turned from home and toil and kindred, 
Leaving all for His dear sake.” Amen. 


Text of Lesson. 


Church-Lodge etc. 


Send for Free catalog of 
Plays-Operettas-Entertainments Etc. 


Eldridge Entertainment House 
INCORPORATED 

Dept. K. 

and _—_ Denver, Colo. 


Franklin, Ohio 


Rev. F. H. Divine 
The Big Brother 


to Pastors and Churches 
STEWARDSHIP EVANGELISM 
Specialty—Raising Church Building 
and Debt Funds. 426 Successful 
Campaigns, 16 years’ experience. 
$28,400,900.00 raised. 
Personal Service 


Terms Moderate No Percentage 


REV. F. H. DIVINE 
Brooklyn, New York 


408 8th Avenue 


Wednesday—Jesus’ Work, Opposed 
Mark 3:20-30 

Notwithstanding the fact that Jesus was 
very popular with the people, He was nev- 
ertheless a very lonely man, misunderstood 
by those who were nearest to Him, and 
by those who should have appreciated His 
work. These charged Him with fanaticism 
and alliance with Satan. To these charges 
Jesus replied in parables, showing the im- 
possibility of their accusation. Satan is 
concerned to oppose the good—how can 
Jesus in His good deed be in league with 
him? He closes His defense with a word 
of warning about “the unpardonable sin.” 
It may be hard to define just what this sin 
is, but placing oneself against God and 
continually rejecting the offer of His love, 
when He is pleading with men to say “Yes” 
to the Spirit, brings a man dangerously 
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near to the point of committing the unpar- 
donable sin. 

Prayer: Dear Father, give us grace to 
listen to the pleadings of Thy Spirit to 
yield ourselves to Thee, so that the pur- 
pose of Thy love may be accomplished in 
us, we would follow Thee and co-operate 


with Thee. Amen. 


Thursday—Moses’ Helpers 
Exodus 18:13-24 

The incident referred to in today’s pas- 
sage takes us back to the time when the 
Israelites were encamped at Horeb. Jethro, 
the father-in-law, visits Moses, bringing 
with him Moses’ wife and the two sons. 
Jethro manifests a great interest in Moses’ 
work and gives him splendid advice. He 
tells Moses that the task he has under- 
taken is too great for one man, the burden 
will be too heavy and wear out his 
strength. He therefore advises Moses to 
appoint capable men to assist him in ad- 
ministering justice. These assistants are 
to take care of all matters of minor impor- 
tance, leaving the more important cases 
for Moses. This suggestion was followed. 
Sympathetic co-operation is needed today 
as well as trained leadership. 

Prayer: O God our Father, we come to 
Thee in prayer asking Thee to make us 
strong in the grace of our Lord and Mas- 
ter. Open our eyes that we may see the 
many opportunities of serving Thee in our 
fellowmen, helping and encouraging them 
to live useful lives. Amen. 


Friday—Paul’s Helpers 
Phil. 4:1-3; Col. 4:7-14 
The great apostle was an indefatigable 
worker, yet he could not do the work 
alone, he needed helpers. Paul had many 
friends and in every place where he organ- 
ized a Church he added new friends to the 
number of those who loved him. The se- 
eret of his success was partly due to the 
fact that he knew how to interest his 
friends in the great work to which he 
had dedicated his life, so that they became 
fellow-workers with him and with God. 
These helpers shared with the apostle the 
work of proclaiming the gospel, but they 
were also partakers of the joy in seeing 
men delivered from the power of sin and 
renewed in the image of God. There is no 
finer fellowship than the fellowship of 
work in the Kingdom of God. 
Prayer: 
“O Master, let me walk with Thee 
In lowly paths of service free; 
Tell me Thy secret, help me bear 
The strain of toil, the fret of care. 
Help me the slow of heart to move 
By some clear, winning word of love; 
Teach me the’ wayward feet to stay, 
And guide them in the homeward way.” 
Amen. 


Saturday—The Promise of Enduement 
Acts 1:1-8 


The Church has a great task—“Ye shall 
be My witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in 
all Judaea and Samaria, and unto the utter- 
most part of the world.” An impossible 
task, we say. Yes, if the Church were to 
do this in her own strength. But there 
is a wonderful promise which precedes this 
great commission. Jesus said to the dis- 
ciples: “Ye shall receive power when the 
Holy Spirit is come upon you—then shall 
ye. be My witnesses” (v. 8). The Master 
Himself provides the equipment for the 


task. We are reminded of that other word 
of Jesus: “Apart from Me, ye can do 
nothing.” However, with Him and in 


Him all things are possible. Paul knew 
of this power, for he says, “I can do all 
things through Christ, strengthening me.” 
The Psalmist gives expression to a similar 
thought when he says: “By my God do I 
leap over a wall.” Ps. 18:29. 

Prayer: Father in Heaven, Thou art a 
great God and greatly to be praised. Thou 
dost command Thy children to do great 
things, but Thou dost also give them the 
power to do them. Give us courage and 
increase our faith. Amen, 


- 


Sunday—A Universal Invitation 
Isaiah 55:1-11 


This passage is one of exquisite beauty. 
God bids the thirsty to come to the waters, 
He offers the hungry complete satisfaction. 
These words are wonderfully appealing. 
It is almost impossible to resist the invi- 
tation—“Come, buy without money and 
without price.” Then following closely 
upon those words: “Seek ye the Lord 
while He may be found; call ye upon Him 
while He is near. Let the wicked forsake 
his ways and return unto the Lord, for 
He will have mercy upon him,” ete. Could 
there be sweeter words than these! Here 
is the promise of pardon, here is the way 
to life, to peace and true happiness. The 
invitation is universal, for all are hungry, 
and thirsty and need forgiveness. Jesus 
extends the invitation: “Come unto me, all 
ye that labor and are heavy laden, and I 
will give you rest.” 

Prayer: 
“Come, ye disconsolate, where’er ye lan- 
guish, 

Come to the mercy-seat, fervently kneel; 

Here bring your wounded hearts, here 

tell your anguish; 

Earth hath no sorrow that heav’n cannot 

heal.” Amen. 


Old Lady: “Here’s a penny, my poor 
man. How did you become so destitute?” 

Beggar: “I was like you, mum, giving 
away vast sums to the poor and desti- 
tute.” 


Home Education 


“The Child’s First School is the Family” 
—Froebel 


A QUIET HOUSE FOR BABY 
By Hilda Richmond 

The winter baby in a family where there 
are older children, particularly children 
not old enough to go to school, has a hard 
time getting the peace and quiet so con- 
ducive to good temper and health in small 
children. 

Lively youngsters must play, and people 
going in and out will make a noise, while 
accidents constantly happen. In the midst 
of all this racket Baby is supposed to sleep 
most of his time during his first months. 


One determined young mother set aside 
a room for the baby, a room sorely needed 
for the rest of the family, and turned the 
living-room into a living-dining-room for 
the winter. It was not pleasant and it was 
not convenient, but it accomplished the 
purpose until the weather was warm 
enough for the lively three- and five-year- 
old children to go out on the porch more, 
to play. If the kitchen had been large 
enough their meals might have been serv- 
ed there, but unfortuiately it was too 
small, 

“A baby is such a valuable and such a 
tender possession,” said the mother, “that 
it is worth all the effort made to preserve 
a quiet place for him.” 

But the quiet room for baby did not 
mean that the other members of the fam- 
ily lost the use of that room entirely. If 
the children wanted to play some very 
quiet game or to look at pictures for a 
little while, they were permitted to enter. 
If the man of the house desired a quiet 


THE PASTOR SAYS: 


Unless a spiritual revival soon 
Sweeps this country, the question of 


the supremacy of one Church will 
give way to the question as to 
whether any denomination will exist. 


—Now and Then. 


spot to read he knew where to find it, and 
there the mistress of the house sat to sew 
while the older babies had their naps. It 
was a haven of quiet to each member of 
the family circle and the only condition 
of using it was to keep it quiet. 


“Tf young mothers only knew how easy 
it is to manage the quiet spot they would 
all have it,’ this young mother declares, 
“, . . @ Warm, airy, comfortable place 
where noise is excluded so that Baby ean 
sleep peacefully. My baby never had a 
sick day, and he progressed in normal baby 
fashion so that by the time the windows 
were flung wide, and the older children 
were spending most of their time out of 
doors, he was as sturdy as heart could 
wish.” 


“The kindergarten has my hearty ap- 
proval. As superintendent of schools for 
twenty-five years in small and large cities 
in four states, it was always a feature of 
my administrative policy to support and 
promote the extension of kindergartens.” 
—F. E. Spaulding, Department of Eduea- 
tion, Yale University, New Haven, Conn. 


Are the little ones of your community 
provided for? The National Kindergarten 
Association, 8 West Fortieth Street, New 
York, is glad to assist anyone wishing to 
get a kindergarten opened. Write for in- 
formation and leaflets. 


THEY WON’T READ THEM 


Canon L. W. Grensted, professor of the 
philosophy of the Christian religion at Ox- 
ford University, speaking before several 
hundred ministers at a meeting of the Ox- 
ford group in the Arch Street Presbyterian 
Church, 18th and Arch streets, related a 
story about the efficacy of approaching 
students on their own level. 

“There is a pond near my home in Eng- 
land,” he said, “around which are several 
signs about one foot from the ground bear- 
ing the legend, ‘Dogs are not permitted to 
swim in this pond.” 

“The signs are very considerately placed — 
at the right height for dogs, but I have 
never yet seen a dog take any notice of 
them.” i 


Juntor Sermon 


By the Rev. Thomas Wilson Dickert, D.D. 


a 


CHILDREN AT A PRAYER MEETING 


Text, Acts 21:5, “And when it came to 
pass that we had accomplished the da 
we departed and went on our journ 
and they all, with wives and child 
brought us on our way till we were i 
of the city: and kneeling down on 
beach, we prayed, and bade each oth 
farewell.” i," 

The Bible has a great deal to say abou 
children. The words “child” and “childr 
are found more than seventeen hund 
times in the Bible. By far the large m: 
jority of the passages in which the word — 
“children” occurs have reference to the 
children of Israel and the various tri 
of the Israelites. But if we deduet a 
these, there will be a great many pas 
left which refer directly to children. _ 

Those who are especially interested 
children sometimes find a jewel whe 
had been overlooked before. I disco 
such a jewel recently in a passage Bi 
I had read hundreds of times, but 
before so much impressed by it. 
found in our text, where we are to. 
they held a prayer meeting on the 
and that children were present = 
prayer meeting. 

This paragraph is taken from one 
“we” passages in which St. Luke u 
first personal pronoun in the pl 
tells us of the experiences whicl 
St. Paul had as they travell 
They had paid a visit to Ephes 
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St. Paul had a conference with the elders 
of the Church. 


After leaving Ephesus, they set sail on 
a ship which took them as far as Patara. 
There they changed ships and continued 
their voyage toward Phoenicia. They left 
the island of Cyprus on the left and sailed 
on to Syria, where they landed at Tyre. 
Here the ship’s cargo was to be unloaded, 
which gave them a seven days’ stay. 

As was his custom wherever he went, 
St. Paul looked up the Christian people of 
that community, visited among them, and 
condueted religious services. The week 
passed all too quickly, and the time of 
their departure was at hand. The whole 
body of Christians, with their wives and 
children, escorted Paul and Luke out of 
the city and accompanied them’to the ship. 
Before parting they held a farewell pray- 
er meeting on the beach, in which they 
invoked God’s blessing upon St. Paul and 
his companion and bid them Godspeed on 
their voyage. Then they bade one another 
farewell. Paul and Luke went on board 
the ship, and their Tyrian friends return- 
ed to their homes. 

We may be sure that the children who 
were present at this beach prayer meeting 
were deeply impressed by what they saw 
and heard. It was a great privilege for 
them to see and hear a man like St. Paul, 
whom ‘they never saw and heard after- 
wards. Perhaps the childish voices of 
some of them were raised in short prayers 
on Paul’s behalf, and were appreciated by 
him as Jesus appreciated the hosannas of 
the children who sang for Him as He en- 
tered Jerusalem on Palm Sunday. 

The prayer meeting was unique in that 
it was held on the beach. St. Luke says 
that they knelt down on the beach. A 
traveller in Bible lands tells us: “I found 
there, outside the city—‘out of the city’ 
a long range of sandy shore, with many 
sandy hillocks, amid which you could find 
many a quiet sanctuary for a little prayer 
meeting, shut out from the world, and open 
only heavenwards.” 

We are very thankful to St. Luke for 
mentioning the “wives and children.” He 
might easily have omitted this parenthetic 
phrase, and we should be none the wiser. 
But there may have been a special reason 
why he mentioned them. It was an un- 
usual thing in the heathen city of Tyre to 
find women and children at a religious 
service. No scene like that could be found 
today in heathen or Mohammedan lands, 
nor could it have been found in those 
days. In Cairo, Egypt, neither women nor 
children are allowed to pray in a mosque, 
or even to be present at a time of prayer. 
In North Africa a missionary told the 
chief of a tribe that he wished to teach 
the women to read. The chief laughed 
loudly and said, “My horse is more intel- 
ligent than any woman in my tribe, you 
had better teach my horse to read.” 

The Christian religion is noted for its 
interest in children. Christ Himself is the 
greatest and best friend the children have 
ever had. The Bible everywhere shows a 
warm side to the children, and the Church 
wishes them to be brought into her bosom 
at the very beginning of life. St. Paul 
was deeply interested in the children, be- 
cause he knew that they were the hope of 
the future Church. He also knew the 
priceless value. of the religion of Christ 
for the boys and girls kneeling by his 
side. This prayer meeting meant as much 
for them as it did for him, much as he 
appreciated the kindly spirit which 
prompted it. 

It is a deplorable thing that the family 
altar has broken down in many homes, and 
this has helped to cause the neglect of the 
Church prayer meeting, which in many 
Churches has fallen into disuse. The fam- 
ily prayer meeting is one of the most im- 
portant factors in the home life. The 
excuse is made that we are living in such 
a busy age that it is hard to get a family 
together for even a brief period of devo- 
tions. : 

In the old time family prayer meeting 
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many a child learned to pray and was 
given the start of the Christian life. In 
some homes it was customary to read a 
passage of Scripture, either by some mem- 
ber of the family, or in unison, or respon- 
sively. Then prayer was offered, which 
often went round, so that every one, from 
the youngest to the oldest, took part. 
Many a child had the beginning of its 
prayer life at such a prayer meeting, and 
formed the habit of prayer which was con- 
tinued all through life. Many grown up 
persons are afraid of their own voices in 
publie prayer because they did not learn 
to pray aloud when they were young. 

A revival of the family altar and the 
Church prayer meeting would be one of 
the greatest blessings that could come to 
the Christian Church today. Most chil- 
dren want to learn to pray and take to it 
readily, if started early and in the right 
way. Parents are more to blame than the 
children if they grow up without the de- 
sire and the ability to pray. 

Dr. James M. Farrar has a story in his 
first book of Junior Sermons which shows 
how eager a certain boy was to learn to 
pray. He was keeping his sheep one Sun- 
day morning in a field surrounded by a 
hedge. The bells were ringing for Church, 
and the people from all parts of the village 
were on their way to worship. The little 
fellow began to think that he, too, would 
like to pray to God. But what could he 
say? He had never learned any prayer. 
So he knelt down and commenced the al- 
phabet—A, B, C, and so on to Z. A gen- 
tleman on his way to Church happened to 
be passing on the other side of the hedge, 
and heard the lad’s voice. He looked 
through the bushes and saw the little fel- 
low kneeling, with folded hands and elos- 
ed eyes, saying his “A, B, C.” He called 
out, “What are you doing, my little man?” 
The lad looked up and replied, “Please, 
sir, I was praying.” “But what were you 
saying your letters for?” ‘Why, I didn’t 
know any prayer, only I felt that I wanted 
God to take care of me, and help me to 
take care of the sheep. So I thought if I 
said all I knew, He would put it together 
and spell all I want.” “Bless your heart, 
my little man! He will, He will, He will! 
When the heart speaks right, the lips can’t 
say wrong.” 


A WARM COME-BACK 
Wife: “Where have you been all even- 
ing?” 
Hubby: “At the office.” 
Wife: “Then you must be made of 
asbestos, for your office burned down two 
hours ago.” 


AN ABSENT-MINDED MAN 


I will tell you while I can 
Of an absent-minded man, 
For an absent-minded man was he 
Wiho forgot an unkind word 
Just as soon as it was heard, 
Such an absent-minded man was he. 


In political debate— 
Yes, I can most truly state, 
Such an absent-minded man was he— 
His opponent on the street 
With a hand-shake he would greet, 
Such an absent-minded man was he. 


Once he left a goodly store 
At a poor old woman’s door, 
Such an absent-minded man was he; 
And although ’twas all the same, 
Quite forgot to leave his name, 
Such an absent-minded man was he— 
You see— 
Such an absent-minded man was he. 
Anon. 


Birthday Greetings 


By Alliene De Chant Seltzer 


Our Miss Rosa E. Ziegler, of Lebanon, 
Pa., wants to know whether or not our 
missionary folks need used Christmas 
cards. And so, I’ll answer her letter while 
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you peep over my shoulder, for I’m sure 
that you want to know the very same 
thing. Indeed they do want them—even 
thousands wouldn’t be too many. So choose 
the very loveliest ones you have—particu- 
larly the Madonna and the Cathedral ones; 
put them in a strong carton and mark the 


parcel THIRD CLASS. Then, the Post- 
master says, you can send them at the 
rate of two ounces for one and one-half 


cents. Of course, if there’s a message on 
the back of a card, it wouldn’t be fair to 
send that one, would it? But the Post- 
master said that just a signature wouldn’t 
matter. To whom shall you send them? 
Peep into your Daddy’s Reformed Church 
Almanae and turn to the page where the 
names of all our missionaries are printed. 
Any one of our evangelists can make use 
of them, and our nurses and _ kinder- 
gartners. And what will they do with 
them? Some of our college girls will use 
them for bookmarks; some will frame 
them and hang them where they can see 
them often; others will treasure them be- 
cause they come from America; and every- 
body who gets one will receive a blessing 
too, for our missionaries “brush” a Bible 
verse on the back of each. So here’s “Used 
Christmas Cards” greetings to all my boys 
and girls who want to share their most 
meaningful cards with boys and girls in 
China, in Japan and in Iraq. Here are a 
few additional names to whom cards may 
be sent: Mrs. David B. Schneder, Japan; 
Mrs. Carl S. Sipple, 61 Kozenji-dori, Sen- 
dai, Japan; Mrs. George Noss, Aomori, Ja- 
pan; Mrs. Mary B. Hoy, Lakeside, Yochow 
City, Hunan, China; Miss A. Katherine 
Zierdt, Abounding Grace Hospital, Shen- 
chowfu, Hunan, China; Miss Alice Traub, 
Hoy Memorial Hospital, Yochow City, Hu- 
nan, China; Mrs. Calvin K. Staudt, Bagh- 
dad, Iraq. P.S. Sunday School cards and 
picture leaflets may also be sent. P.S. 2. 
One day, in an outstation in China, we 
didn’t have nearly enough cards to go 
around, and little hands grabbed so eager- 
ly that some of our cards were torn. 


BAD MANNERS 
Johnny (gazing at false teeth in dent- 
ist’s show window): “That’s the kind of 
teeth I am going to have when I grow 
up.” 
Mother: “Johnny, how many times have 


I told you not to pick your teeth in pub- 
lie?” 


Puzzle Box 


ANSWERS TO—WORD SANDWICHES, 


No. 8 
1. Drips 5. Spied 
2. YOUrs 6. Spine 
3. Dared 7. Links 
4. Crowd 8. Known 


CURTAILED WORDS, No. 30 


1. Curtail heaven sent food and get the 
name of an American educator. Cur- 
tail his name and get a grown-up boy. 
Curtail and hear the baby call. 


2. QCurtail lean or lank and get a ship’s 
mast. Curtail it and visit a famous 
spring. 

3. Curtail twice a place for buying and 


selling merchandise and get a German 
silver coin. Curtail it and get to de- 
face. 

4, Curtail to quiet and get an old word 
meaning truth or truly. Curtail it and 
find your chimney lined with this. Cur- 
tail twice, and get an adverb meaning 
“in such manner.” 

5. Curtail a badger-like animal and get 
fixed charges. Curtail and get a fa- 
miliar rodent. Curtail it and find the 
sun god of Egypt. 

6. Curtail an island in the Mediterranean 
and get fermented grain. Curtail it and 
get a prefix meaning evil, Curtail it 
and find a parent’s pet name. 

A. M. 8. 
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A NEWS ITEM OF FORMER YEARS 
Rev. J. C. Leonard, D.D. 

The organ of the Synod of the Interior 
in past years was published at Columbus 
Junction, Iowa, devoted to the interests of 
the Reformed Church in the Middle West. 
In the issue of Jan. 1, 1896, the following 
item was gleaned from the “Reformed 
Chureh Corinthian” (now the “Reformed 


Church Standard’) and given to the read- 
ers of the “Reformed Church Herald”: “On 
Nov. 23, 1895, a convention of the officers 
of Reformed Churches in Davidson County, 
North Carolina, was held in Lexington. 
More than 50 men were present. The im- 
mediate object of the convention, recon- 
struction of charges, was not attained. But 
such a gathering of representatives of the 
12 Churches of the county could not be 
without some good results, There are 840 
members in these Churches. Says the edi- 
tor of the ‘Corinthian’: ‘The Reformed 
Church in Davidson County is no insignifi- 
cant body. But there is no Reformed 
Church in the county seat. How our hearts 
burned that day for a Church house of 
our own in which to hold the convention! 
Ah, well, the time may not be far off when 
we shall have that, for one of our members 
there said to us not long ago that he had 
$100 for a Reformed Church in Lexington 


whenever it is called for’.” 


That was 38 years ago. The gentleman 
who made the offer of $100 was the late 
Edwin A. Rothrock, who in 1901 became 
one of the first elders of the congregation 
of the First Reformed Church, and he made 
his promise good and did many other fine 
things for the Church during his life. It 
was comparatively a small sum of money, 
but for that time and his circumstances 
when the Church was built it was a hand- 
some sum. Within these thirty-eight years 
it has been my happy privilege to organize 
two Reformed Churches in Lexington, the 
First in 1901 and the Second in 1904, and 
to see them grow to a combined member- 
ship of more than one thousand, both now 
occupying handsome houses of worship, 


SHOW YOUR LOYALTY NOW 


The Church is the divinely ordained in- 
stitution for the salvation and sanctifica- 
tion of human souls and for the estab- 
lishment of the Kingdom of God. She is 
the body of Christ composed of His fol- 
lowers. Her authority is challenged and 
her further usefulness questioned by many 
today. The need of the hour is a recon- 
secration of the members of the Church to 
the advancement of Christ’s Kingdom. 
Many nominal Christians are showing a 
greater interest in and deeper loyalty to 
other organizations and causes than to the 
Head of the Church. Unconsciously and 
unintentionally, perhaps, but very really, 
just the same, they are hindering the pro- 
gram of Christianity. They are deceived 
by a multitude of voices and are led to 
work against Christ instead of with and 
for Him. They give silent sanction or 
outward support to the things that are evil. 
Great is the tragedy of divided and dis- 
cordant lives. Only by giving Christ su- 
preme loyalty can unity and harmony be 
restored. Never was intelligent and un- 
reserved allegiance to Christ and His 
Church needed more. Jesus said: “He that 
loves father or mother, or brother or sis- 
ter, more than Me is not worthy of Me.” 
That statement has never been withdrawn. 
The need for its re-utterance with a new 
emphasis is apparent all around us. Other 
voices and visions are attracting people to- 
day. The unwary who do not stop to think 
and pray things through are lured away 
before they realize it. 


This loyalty must find expression in con- 
stant and conscientious attendance at pub- 
lie worship. A worth while and militant 
spirituality can not be developed without 
it. Your empty pew is half a vote for the 
predominance of sin and iniquity. If you 
want to count for God you must be found 
in the place of prayer. 

Loyalty to Christ demands liberal giv- 
ing, even to the point of sacrifice. We 
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need more people who give till it really 
hurts. The commission of Christ to evan- 
gelize the world requires more and larger 
contributions. The fields are white unto 
the harvest and we must reap ere the har- 
vest time is past. More men and more 
money are needed to meet the challenge 
of a redeemed humanity. 

Loyalty to the Church must express it- 
self in Christlike living and labors. If we 
have any religion. we must apply it in all 
relationships. Our practices must be in 
accord with our professions and prayers. 
What different communities, what a dif- 
ferent country, we should have if all who 
named the Name of Jesus and who have 
been received into fellowship with the vis- 
ible Church actually proved themselves to be 
“the salt of the earth” and “the light of 
the world’!!! The Church is calling for 
men and women who will be loyal and true, 
no matter how the battle goes. 

Dr. John S. Hollenbach. 

Manchester, Md. 

CHURCH EXTENSION FUND OF THE 
EVANGELICAL SYNOD OF 
NORTH AMERICA 
In establishing the Fund, the General 
Conference ruled that assistance was no 
longer to be tendered in the form of a 
gift, but rather in the form of a loan. 
The money is loaned on first mortgage se- 
curity, under conditions as lenient as it is 

possible to make them. 

The rate of interest is two per cent on 
Church and three per cent on parsonage 
loans, the principal to be refunded in ten 
annual payments, beginning one year after 
the receipt of the loan. 

The Fund was also used in assisting 
Churches in the erection of parsonages, and 
in a few rare cases also in the erection of 
Sunday School halls where these were used 
also for the time being, as places of wor- 
ship. 

The steadily growing capital has now 
passed the $520,000 mark. At present 172 
loans are carried on the books of the Fund, 
aggregating the sum of $510,000. Every 
year a certain percentage of the denomina- 
tional budget receipts flow into the treas- 
ury of the fund. Special gifts, legacies 
and annuities are received from time to 
time. 

The Fund is administered by a Board of 
Trustees, incorporated under the laws of 
the State of Missouri, the corporate name 
being “The Extension Fund Board of the 
Evangelical Synod of North America.” 

The present officers are: 

Rey. Theodore Braun, president, 
Mr. F. P. Bauer, first vice-president, 
Mr. Louis Sittermann, second v.-pres., 
Rev. Karl L. Schneider, secretary, 
Mr. E. H. Klick, treasurer, 
all being residents of St. Louis, Mo., with 
the exception of Mr. Bauer, whose address 
is Alton, Ill. 


AN APPRECIATION OF OUR NEW 
CATECHETICAL MANUAL, IN THE 
“EVANGELICAL HERALD,” OR- 
GAN OF THE EVANGELICAL 
SYNOD OF NORTH AMERICA 


“Walking and Working with Christ.” <A 
manual of supplementary material for use 
in eatechetical classes. Board of Christian 
Education, Reformed Church in the U. S., 
Philadelphia. Teacher’s Guide, 35¢; Pu- 
pil’s Manual, 25ce. 

Many Evangelical pastors have often 
wished for a text-book or guide besides the 
catechism for our work with the confirma- 
tion class. We needed something that 
would guide us in leading the child into 
an appreciation of the Church, an under- 
standing of the Christian life and a full 
dedication to Christ. We always felt that 
we need more than the catechism, with its 
questions and answers, to help the child 
understand his relation to the Church, 
Christ and the whole Christian life. We 
also wanted a selection of suitable hymns, 
poems, and other fitting source material. 
While Evangelical Fundamentals and 
Trion’s “Katechismus Erklarung” were of 
great help, they did not meet the whole 
need, especially with the child of today. 


We therefore gladly welcome and urgently 
recommend the “Manual of Supplementary 
Material for use in Catechetical Classes”, 
just issued by the Board of Christian Edu- 
cation of the Reformed Church in the 
United States. This Manual provides both 
a guide for the pastor and a manual for 
the catechumen. 

There are seven chapters: 1. The Church, 
2. The Bible, 3. Jesus Christ, 4. The 
Father Whom Jesus Revealed, 5. Learning 
to be a Christian, 6. Looking Toward a 
Christian World, 7. Our Way of Life. Be- 
sides these, the Teacher’s Guide also has 
a chapter on “After Confirmation, What?”, 
offering many practical suggestions for the 
period directly after confirmation. The 
Pupil’s Manual includes a fine outline of 
“The Chureh Year.” 

Each subject is approached under “Get- 
ting Ready,” beginning with known 
things; then “Reading Material,” stories, 
books and pamphlets are suggested for use; 
next “Something to Think About,” arous- 
ing the child to apply the lessons; finally 
“Something to Do,” definite projects, put- 
ting to test the subject taught. 

The whole material is handled in a 
really educational manner. Every pastor 
will find much help and wealth of material 
in this course. The booklet is the size 
of our catechism, paper cover. The price 
is very low. You will be well repaid for 
the investment. H. L. Streich. 


ANNUAL MEETING OF THE BOARD 
OF HOME MISSIONS 


The Board of Home Missions held its ; 
annual meeting in Philadelphia on Jan, 11- . 
13. All the members, except Dr. Coblentz, 
were present. A number of very serious 
problems confronted the Board. The prin- 
cipal one pertained to the present financial 
situation. The treasurer’s report revealed 
the fact that only $184,000 had been re- 
ceived on the Apportionment for the year 
1932, which is $60,000 less than the amount 
received the previous year. This was cause 
for very serious reflection. The steadily 
decreasing receipts of the Board for the 
last four years are shown by these figures: 
in 1929 the receipts were $337,000; in — 
1930, $291,000; in 1931, $243,000; in 1982, 
$184,000. This shows a decrease of 23% * 
over the previous year and a total of only — 
36% of the Apportionment. As a conse- ae 
quence there is owing to the missionaries. 
for back salaries about $100,000. If our 
people had maintained the rate of givi ig 
as of 1929, the Board would have received 
$200,000 more in these three lean years a 
would thus have been able to pay its n <A 
sionaries up to date and to reduce its in- 
debtedness by about $100,000. ae 

The Board faced a very serious t 
when it came to fixing the appropriation 
to the missionaries for the current yea 
It endeavored to balance its budget ba 
upon the receipts of 1932, and reduced the 
amount to be appropriated by $26,000. It 
took the action of the last General Syn 
seriously, viz., that by fixing the Ap 
tionment at an amount within the re 
of all, greater effort would be put 
by our congregations to pay the 
amount. The year upon which we ha 
just entered will show whether or not th 
Board was justified in acting on this 
position. : 

Eight of the Missionaries went to 
support, viz.: Palmerton, Pa.; Bethanie 
Philadelphia, Pa.; Bethany, Butler, 

Olney, Illinois; Wilton Junction, 
Hungarian, South Norwalk, Conn.; 
garian, East Chicago, Ind.; Hun 
Burnside, Chicago, Tl. 

Messrs. Speer and Wheeler, the din 
of the Mortgage Redemption Camp 
reported that approximately $80,00 
been subseribed. It was decided tha 


been received through the Home 
Day Offerings, which represents ju 
one-half of a month’s salaries 1 
sionaries. All of this money 
been sent to the missionaries. | 

In the Chureh Building Depart 


% _ 


January 26, 1933 


gross receipts amounted to $91,837.35. Of 
this amount $6,261.23 were received as 
legacies, $14,829.25 as Church Building 
Funds, and $37,189.24 as interest and on 
principal of the debts of the Missions to 
the Board. No new building projects were 
launched. The treasurer also reported that 
$15,100 of the Serial Coupon Bonds of the 
Board have been redeemed. This is the 
equivalent of a Sinking Fund which the 
General Synod instructed the Board to 
establish to retire these Bonds. 


It will be observed from the narrative 
of these facts that the Board followed as 
conservative a policy as possible and ex- 
hausted every effort to make the money 
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sible without too great injury to the work 
itself, 

The Woman’s Missionary Society has 
been a constant supporter of the work. 
During the year it contributed $39,642.07, 
of which amount $8,000 was in the form 
of Church Building Funds. 

The Board is deeply sensible of the 
great importance of the work which is en- 
trusted to it. As the work of Home Mis- 
sions is advanced or retarded, every other 
interest in the Church will prosper or suf- 
fer, This work, therefore, makes a fresh 
appeal at a time when the Church faces 
either the greatest opportunity or the 
gravest peril in this generation. 


supplied by the Church go as far as pos- CSE. 8. 
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In a magazine article on our great cities 
a few of the most interesting points are— 
That New York is much more than twice 
as large as the second city, Chicago; that 
Detroit is likely to pass Philadelphia with- 
in the next decade and become the third 
city in size; that during the last decade 
the general increase was about 10%, but 
St. Louis shows but 7%, and that 6 cities 
doubled in population in the decade, Los 
Angeles, San Diego, Miami, Houston, Okla- 
homa City, and Chattanooga. k 

A fund of $100,000 is being privately 
raised for the ceremonies of the inaugura- 
tion of President-elect Franklin D. Roose- 
velt on Mar 4. 

The radicals in the Irish campaign have 
adopted the plan of hooting Mr. Cosgrave 
when he addresses a crowd. Recently when 
he addressed a crowd of 50,000 in Dublin, 
it required 500 policemen to keep order. 

Thirty of the Spanish monarchists, in- 
cluding a cousin of the late King Alfonso, 
escaped from a penal colony on an island 
off the coast of Africa and after a sea 
journey of 1,800 miles in a small boat 
reached Lisbon in safety. 

At the Newark, N. J., airport, an 18- 
passenger airplane crashed and burned Jan. 
15, and A. C. Komdat, a veteran transport 
pilot, was killed. 

In 20 cities, excluding New York, the 
various relief associations served 13 mil- 
lion meals and sheltered 4,300,000 home- 
less people during the last 9 months. 

Several Southern States and a few in 
the North are considering the levying of 
a sales tax for the purpose of replenishing 
their depleted treasuries. 

It is reported that 11 seats in the Lower 
House of the new Congress will be con- 
tested. 

Lloyd George, the British statesman, 
premier during the war period, has just 
celebrated his 70th birthday. 


Sir Robert Jones, the famous English 
surgeon, died on Jan. 14 in Wales. He was 
acknowledged the greatest orthopedic sur- 
geon in the world. His success in curing 
victims of infantile paralysis was known 
all over the world. 


Excavators in Kentucky near the june- 
tion of the Ohio and Mississippi rivers 
have found many traces of a vanished 
race, The relics of an ancient city with 
more than a thousand human skeletons 
have been discovered. 


Chicago has determined to rid the city 
of its criminal gangs before the opening 
of the Exposition next summer. Recently 
the officials gathered in 102 suspects, many 
of whom will be indicted under federal or 
state laws. It is said that a number of 
those arrested are politicians, business men 
and police officers. 


Japan still pushes her drive in North- 
ern China and the people of the other 
nations of the world are wondering if 
China will submit to further dismember- 
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ment or will organize her vast population 
and drive the intruders out. No one doubts 
that China could win in any such contest 
if her people could unite. 

A great life insurance company an- 
nounces that deaths from tuberculosis have 
fallen 35% in 10 years. 

In Great Britain more than half a mil- 
lion people have been stricken with influ- 
enza. Last week the deaths exceeded 800. 

In the recent election 35 States elected 
governors. Twenty-four of these were 
new, and of these 22 were Democrats. 
There are now 38 Democratic governors, 
nine. Republican and one Farmer Labor. 
Twelve Republican governors were replac- 
ed by Democrats and one Democrat (in 
Kansas) by a Republican. 

There is a general outery against high 
telephone charges. Everything else has 
come down, but telephone rates keep up to 
war prices and the American Telephone 
Company continues to pay its stockholders 
9 per cent dividends. 

The deficit in the national treasury for 
the past 6 months reaches the enormous 
total of $1,150,000,000. The deficit of the 
postal system for the past year was 
$150,000,000. 

Dr. Adolf K. Rohrbach, of Berlin, Ger- 
many, has inyented an airplane with re- 
volving wings like paddle wheels. It is 
declared by its inventor and by many other 
experts that it will revolutionize flying. 
It is pronounced non-crashable and safer 
than an automobile. 

The Japanese newspapers declare that 
the United States has a pact with China 
to furnish that country with arms and 
cash, but Secretary Stimson denies that 
any such pact exists. 

The. United States Senate is in great 


distress over the fact that Senator Huey . 


Long, of Louisiana, has by filibustering 
methods determined to prevent a vote on 
the Glass banking bill. <A cloture rule to 
prevent unlimited debate may be applied 
as it has been in a few past instances. 

The Pennsylvania Railroad has been 
spending many millions of dollars to elee- 
trify the road between New York and 
Philadelphia. The work having been com- 
pleted, it ran its first electric train he- 
tween the two cities on Jan. 16. 

The German government, having long 
called for the other nations to disarm, 
according to the Covenant of the League 
of Nations, without result, has at last 
decided to inaugurate a system of training 
the militia through a universal system 
which shall include all able-bodied young 
men in Germany. 

The oldest twins no doubt in the United 
States are Mrs. Henrietta Dannenbaum, 
of Philadelphia, and Mrs. Jeannette 
Lauchheimer, of New York. On Jan. 16 
they reached the age of nine-nine. 

The venerable Greek statesman Veni- 
zelos, regains power in Greece and has 
formed a new cabinet. 


Secretary of State Stimson has reiter 
ated his “doctrine” of a year ago that this 
country will not recognize advantages gain- 


ed by force in violation of the Pact of 
Paris. He has so informed the League of 


Nations, the purpose being to strengthen 
it in its dealing with the Manchurian ques- 
tion. It is believed that Mr. Stimson first 
secured the assurance of President-elect 
Roosevelt that the incoming administration 
would follow the same policy. 

Sales of farms for taxes in the United 
States have reached alarming figures dur- 
ing the last few years. It is estimated 
that nearly one-tenth of the farms of the 
country have been thus sold. 
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Helen B. Ammerman, Editor 
1331 Center Street, Ashland, Pa. 


During the month of July several of our 
missionaries in Yochow City, China, trav- 
eled North to old Peking, now called Pei- 
ping. This city is renowned for speci- 
mens of high culture which China had 
attained centuries before the birth of our 
nation. 

The Marble Altar of Heaven marks the 
place where white oxen were offered to the 
deities, during the time of the monarchy, 
on Chinese New Year Day by the emperor, 
Strange to note that in slaying the beasts 
if a drop of blood was seen the beast was 
rejected because the heathen gods did not 
like to see blood. How different from the 
Jewish custom in offering the sacrificial 
lamb! We Christians like to think that 
because Christ suffered and shed His blood, 
and also prayed till blood drops stood upon 
His brow He has opened for all sinners a 
way to eternal life. 

Near Peiping is a Lama Temple where 
thousands of priests daily carry on their 
superstitious practices. In strong contrast 
read the following excerpt of a letter 
from Miss Wu, who for the last 3 years 
has faithfully superintended the women’s 
evangelistic work in Yochow City. She 
writes: “We have reconstructed the work. 
Recently a mother’s club was organized to 
help the women manage their homes, to 
teach them how to teach their children 
and influence their families for Christian- 
ity. Through the assistance of Mrs. 
Whitener and Mrs. Yaukey we visit in the 
homes, have regular meetings and continu- 
ous supervision and training. This way 
we hope to lead them to the abundant life. 
Every Sunday we have large classes of 
men, women and children in Sunday 
School.” 

The following news came in a letter 
from Miss Hoy: “Those of our missionary 
societies who know our faithful nurse, Miss 
Traub, will be interested in knowing that 
her adopted Chinese daughter, Leah, has 
finished her high school course, and is 
studying in Central China College.” 

Rev. Edwin A. Beck reports that the last 
year in Huping Middle School has been a. 
record one—far beyond expectations—for 
Christian Kingdom building. 

I believe we can feel that as a nation we 
are tuning non-Christians to the Gospel 
sound of Good Tidings in Christian fellow- 
ship. An article in the “Philadelphia Pub- 
lic Ledger” several months ago, testifies to 
this fact. A missionary in Africa was com- 
ing to the United States for a furlough. 
The day before his departure from the 
mission station in dark Afriea, a group of 
Negro Christians called and presented him 
with money to the value of $40 in Amer- 
ican currency, as a love gift to the poor 
and distressed people in the U. 8., who had 
no food to eat. The amount of the gift 
was considered to be very large in African 
money, and represented sympathy and 
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good will, the fruit of missionary enter- 
prise. There will be a new civilization in 
the world if we do not retrench. 


Correcting an Error. The combined 
Thank Offering in Selinsgrove, Pa., was 
$43.22, and not $31, as formerly announced. 


Several Challenging and Searching State- 
ments heard at Eastern Synod in Septem- 
ber are: 


1. “You jar people awake when you put 
FACTS before them.” 


2. “No part of our lives is more impor- 
tant than WHAT we do with our MONEY. 
Our time, thoughts and actions all tend to 
show what we are by the use we make of 
our money.” 

3. “A thank offering box in the home of 
every Reformed Church family is a goal 
toward which we should strive.” 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON 
Prof. Theo. F. Herman, D.D., Lancaster, Pa. 


Fifth Sunday after Epiphany, 
February 5, 1933 


Jesus Chooses the Twelve 
Mark 3:7-19 


Golden Text: I chose you, and appointed 
you, that ye should go and bear fruit. 
John 15:16. 

Lesson Outline: 1. 
Mission. 

Does Christianity work or is it an im- 
practicable dream? Was Jesus a visionary, 
ever so lovable, but just a dreamer, or was 
He truly the revealer of the will of God, 
than which nothing is more real in the 
universe? 

The full and final answer to these ques- 
tions asked by many must, of course, be 
given by each individual in the terms of 
his own experience. But the earnest seek- 
er of truth may find much help in the 
answer writ large in history. Certainly, 
Christianity has “worked” in the lives of 
innumerable multitudes, past and present. 
They took Christ and His gospel seriously, 
and they found in it a power unto salva- 
tion. You may call Jesus a transcendental 
idealist, for His idealism was truly from 
above. It was divine in its origin. But 
you must also recognize that His idealism 
walked the earth, and worked. It won 
men. It opened for them the portals of 
the abundant life. 

That is the testimony borne by our pres- 
ent lesson. It relates the choice of the 
Twelve, the first trophies of the Master, 
the friends who became His helpers. They 
formed His official family, as it were. Dur- 
ing His lifetime they were the accredited 
assistants of Jesus, and after His death 
they became the leaders of His growing 


The Men. 2. The 


kingdom, the nucleus of the Christian 
Church. 
I, The Men. The immediate effect of 


Jesus’ public ministry was twofold. The 
rulers and leaders suspected and hated 
Him, but the common people followed Him 
in multitudes (3:7). They came from 
afar, even from distant Tyre and Sidon, 
and they heard Him gladly (3:8). Though 
they beheld His glory but dimly, they re- 
sponded to His ministry of love. 

But Jesus looked with divine compas- 
sion upon these eager and expectant 
crowds, farmers and fishermen, common 
people all. They seemed happy and hilar- 
ious, as crowds are wont to be. But the 
Master looked beneath the mask of ap- 
pearances. He saw their spiritual dearth 
and distress. They were like sheep with- 
out a shepherd, like a ripening harvest 
whose golden grain was wasted because 
there were no laborers to gather in the 
sheaves. Rapacious wolves there were, ar- 
rayed in sheep’s clothing, but no shepherds 
to guide and guard and feed the flock. 
Impelled by the urgency of the spirituai 
and moral need of these hungry and help- 
less multitudes, Jesus chose twelve of His 
followers to be His helpers and heralds. 

Was there ever a time when Jesus need- 
ed more of such helpers and heralds? Our 


world is far greater than that smallest 
province of the Roman Empire in which 
the Master dwelt. It is swarming with 
untold millions of hungry and helpless 
men. It is seething with unrest. LEvery- 
where mankind is groping in spiritual 
blindness and in moral uncertainty. The 
world is bewildered, for its old landmarks 
and skymarks are blotted out. It needs 
the gospel of Christ, lest men lose their 
way utterly in this perplexing maze of hu- 
man life. There is no lack of prophets and 
pilots — political, economic, educational, 
commercial. But we need more shepherds 
of souls; more Christlike guides, moved 
with divine compassion by the spiritual 
dearth of mankind, who know the only way 
that leads to peace and joy. 

The importance that Christ attached to 
His choice of helpers may be inferred from 
the fact that He spent the preceding night 
in prayer (Luke 6:12). That was His cus- 
tom at every crucial point in His career. 
And, humanly speaking, the future success 
of His cause, depended largely upon the 
choice of right helpers. It still does. “Like 
priests, like people,’ runs a familiar pro- 
verb. We may well inquire, then, What 
manner of men did Jesus choose as helpers 
and heralds? 

There were many that followed Jesus, 
but not all of His followers became His 
humble disciples. Some, indeed, came from 
mere curiosity, to be thrilled or enter- 
tained by this popular rabbi of Nazareth. 
Others came for loaves and fishes. They 
liked the miracles of Jesus. They clam- 
ored for more signs and wonders. But 
when they realized the true import of His 
message and ministry, “they walked with 
Him no more.” They acclaimed a bread- 
king, who promised and bestowed material 
blessings upon His followers, but they 
abandoned a heart-king, who demanded re- 
pentence and faith in the God of infinite 
love. 

That has been true through all the ages. 
Many of the followers of Jesus have never 
become His disciples. They have become 
members of the Church, in one way or an- 
other, but they have never become citizens 
of the Kingdom of God. They have never 
given heart, mind, and will captive to its 
King. 

But there were also followers of Jesus 
whose attachment to the Master grew 
deeper and firmer the longer they walked 
with Him, until, finally, they became His 
disciples and helpers. Doubtless, this group 
was larger than we know, and it grew 
from year to year. From this group the 
Twelve were chosen. They were the first 
Christians in history, and, therefore, of 
abiding interest. 

All of the Twelve were laymen, of 
course. They held no degrees from col- 
leges and seminaries, no licenses from ec- 
clesiastical bodies. Moreover, they were 
very plain and humble laymen, without 
wealth or social prestige. Most of them, 
if not all, were Galileans. They came from 
a province inhabited largely by peasants 
and toilers. Four of them were fishermen. 
James and John, it appears, were the only 
ones who belonged to a family of some 
means. Their father, Zebedee, had hired 
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servants (Mark 1:20), and John himself 
had free access to the palace of the high 
priest (John 18:15). To him, also, Jesus 
committed the care of His mother, in one 
of His sayings from the cross. Thus, it is 
clear that the choice of the Twelve rested 
solely on their love and loyalty to Jesus. 
All their other qualifications, whatever 
their nature, were of secondary and sub- 
ordinate importance. 

The names of the Twelve (3:16-19) ap- 
pear four times in the New Testament. 
We find them listed in each of the Synop- 
tists, and also in the Acts of the Apostles 
(1:18). But of most of the Twelve we 
know but little; of some, nothing at all, 
except legendary tales. But of Peter, 
John, James, and Judas, we know enough 
to warrant the conclusion that they were 
men of like passions with us. They were 
sinful men who, in fellowship with Jesus, 
became growing saints. The Master chose 
them, not because they were perfect, but 
because penitence and faith, love and loy- 
alty, fitted them for service in the King- 
dom of God. 

Even their love of Jesus, at the begin- 
ning, was far from perfect. It was blind 
and selfish. But it grew in wisdom and 
purity. Except in Judas, whose faith 
waned and whose love cooled, while greed 
and worldly ambition grew _ stronger. 
Though Jesus loved him and chose him as 
an apostle, sin overmastered Judas finally. 
His tragic figure forms a solemn warning 
for all the disciples of Jesus. Even as His 
followers may never become true disciples, 
so disciples may fail and fall. Apostles 
may become apostates, who end their days 
in the outer darkness. The Lord chooses 
men, not for their attainments, but for 
their possibilities. And those whom He 
has called into His fellowship must work 
out their salvation with fear and trem- 
bling. 

Thus, as we study our records, we can 
see how these men of Galilee gradually be- 


came the ardent disciples of Jesus ,and His © 


chosen helpers. Rare souls they were, 
doubtless, men of deep spiritual yearning, 
else they would never have followed one 
like Christ. But their full and final devo- 
tion to Him was a gradual process, and not 
an instantaneous art. 

It began with a summons to fellowship, 
“Come and follow Me.” Then, out of a 
growing acquaintance came the searching 
and decisive demand, “Leave all and fol- 
low Me.” And that final intimacy of fel- 
lowship with Jesus culminated in their 
choice as helpers and heralds of the Mas- 
ter. Admiration of the “prophet sent from 
God” ripened into adoration of the 
Saviour of mankind. Their continuous 
fellowship with Jesus led them into a clear- 
er faith in His redemptive message and 
ministry. And that personal faith fitted 
them for service in His cause. 


Thus only can men today become fol- 
lowers of Jesus; and followers, His ardent 
disciples and earnest helpers. The first 
step may vary widely. It may be a sud- 
den conversion or the rite of confirmation. 
But the beginning is never the end of a 
life of discipleship. Disciples are learners. 
And it is in the school and schooling of 
life that the followers of Christ learn the 
full meaning of His redemptive ministry. 
Only by daily fellowship with Him, and 
by earnest devotion to His cause and 
Kingdom, do men attain the full stature 
of true disciples. 
from afar. They give their assent to cer- 
tain intellectual and doctrinal statements 
about Him and His work. They know 
much about Jesus, but they do not know 
Him personally. And it is only sueh per- 
sonal acquaintance with the Master that 
enables men to become His helpers and 
heralds. 


If. The Mission. In our present lesson — - 


not much is said about the mission of the 
Twelve. Elsewhere, Mark speaks in great 
er detail of their appointed work (6:7- 
There we have the instructions Jesus | 
to the Twelve when they went out on t 
first evangelistic tour to call men to 


Many still follow Christ. 
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pentance and faith in the good news of 
God. 

But it is obvious that in these instrue- 
tions given by Jesus we do not find the 
permanent principles of their mission and 
work, but, rather, local and temporary pre- 
cepts that applied to the disciples and help- 
ers of Jesus in their day. These parting 
counsels of Jesus to His helpers grew out 
of the conditions and customs of the times. 
To follow them literally in our time would 
be impossible. 

Our lesson does not report any of these 
particular instructions given the disciples 
about their work. But in a few brief sen- 
tences it states the full gist of the matter. 
“He appointed the twelve, that they might 
be with Him, and that He might send 
them forth to preach, and to have author- 
ity to cast out demons” (3:14, 15). 

To be with Christ, to preach His gospel, 
and to make manifest His power and au- 
thority over sin, that is the mission of His 
disciples, and thus do they become His 
helpers. And the order of these three 
statements is quite as important as their 
number. It is by “being with Christ,” 
that His followers learn to preach His 
gospel and become able to manifest His 
redemptive power. Thus the first disciples 
went forth, equipped with truth and power, 
and so it has been through the ages. As 
the disciples of Jesus, men have borne 
living witness to the power of God to save 
men through the preaching of the gospel 
in words and deeds. In their wake new 
men arise, new nations, and new civiliza- 
tions. 


THE CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR TOPIC 
By the Rev. Charles E. Schaeffer, D.D. 


Feb. 5: How Shall We Determine Our 
Ideals? Ps. 119:129-136; Matt. 5:1-9 


Our ideals are the standards which we 
set for ourselves in life. These ideals are 
never quite the same in different periods 
of our life. Sometimes they change with 
changing years. The ideals of our youth 
may change as we grow older. When we 
are young we set before us certain ideals 
which we may outgrow. Experience may 
teach us many lessons and we may be 
obliged to revise our standards of life. 
The first ideals which we form are usually 
derived from the environment in which we 
live. Every boy or girl has ideals of 
some kind or other. Usually these are in- 
carnate in father or mother, or in some 
older brother or sister. Sometimes they 
are found in some schoolmate or associate, 
or in a teacher. The influence of these 
early ideals is very great and often shapes 
the lives of young people. They pattern 
their lives after their ideals and their out- 
look in life is largely colored by the 
standards which they see in others. As 
one grows older some of these former asso- 
ciations are left behind and new ideals 
come upon the horizon. Some of these are 
determined by one’s reading, by one’s 
travel, by the enlarging experience of life. 
Ideals are never to be attained. They 
must always be beyond one’s grasp. They 
must be like the will-o’-the-whisp—the mo- 
ment you try to seize it, it is gone and 
beckons you a little further on. The mo- 
ment ideals are realized they cease to be 
ideals. They constantly lure us on to 
something that lies beyond us. They form 
the constant quest of the soul, the Holy 
Grail, which must forever be pursued and 
yet can never be fully possessed. This 
assures eternal progress, the ever mount- 
ing pursuit of the soul. 

Our ideals are determined largely by our 
philosophy of life. We ask ourselyes— 
what is the meaning, the purpose of life? 
What is the chief good in life? What is 
life’s supreme mission? These are funda- 
mental questions in life. Upon their right 
answer devolves our destiny. If we re- 
gard the purpose of life simply to acquire 
goods, and to possess material things, then 
our ideals will be big bank accounts, big 
business, big ineomes. We see ourselves 
as millionaires riding around in high- 
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power automobiles, living in luxurious 
mansions, and faring sumptuously every 
day. Of course, this philosophy of life is 
not based upon sound principles and there- 
fore our ideals are not worthy of the name. 

Again, the meaning of life may be 
sought in a merry round of pleasure. Hap- 
piness is sometimes regarded as the great 
purpose of life. Some folks say: “All we 
want is to be happy.” If this is made the 
goal of life then one’s ideals will be to 
have a lot of fun, to eat and drink and 
be merry all day long. But ideals sought 
in this realm never satisfy. They leave 
us empty in the end. Pleasure only lasts 
for a moment and then leaves us to our 
dismal self. 

Some think the meaning of life is found 
in success. Their ideal, therefore, is ad- 
vancement in honor and position, in pres- 
tige and influence. But even success is 
not the highest end of life. Sometimes it 
is won at too great a price. It may in- 
volve the surrender of some things that are 
worth far more than success itself. Some- 
times people fail in business but they 
themselves are not failures. As long as a 
man can keep the honor of his soul, his 
integrity, so long he himself is not a fail- 
ure even though his business goes to smash 
and the world regards him as a loser in 
life. 

Life finds its highest meaning in service. 
“None of us liveth to himself.” There are 
only two great classes of people in the 
world: those who live for themselves and 
those who live for others—the egotists and 
the lovers. Now, life finds its meaning in 
living for others. It is in this realm where 
we must seek our highest ideals. It is 
precisely here where ideals dwell. Here is 
where the highest standards of life pre- 
vail. This is the realm in which Jesus 
lived. This is the Christian philosophy of 
life. Jesus said, “A man’s life consisteth 
not in the abundance of the things which 
he possesseth.” ‘Is not the life more than 
meat and the body than raiment?” Jesus 
said: “I am among you as one that serv- 
eth.” Service, therefore, becomes the ideal 
of life, and this ideal can best be deter- 
mined by studying the life of Jesus and 
by following His example. “He went 
about doing good.” This must be our ideal 
in life. Dr. William Newton Clarke wrote 
a little book on “The Ideal Life.” It is 
a study of the principles which actuated 
Jesus when He was on earth. He is our 
ideal. He constantly sets the best things 
before us and as we strive to live up to 
His standards we shape our own ideals. 

This ideal in Christ becomes known to 
us as we read and study His life. We go 
to the Bible, and especially to the New 
Testament and there we find an ideal Per- 
son walking among men. We follow Him, 
and gradually we catch His spirit, and we 
come to love the things He loved, and to 
do the things that He would have us do. 
Besides the example of Jesus and the 
teachings of the Bible, our ideals are also 
formed by going to Church, by hearing 
the preaching of the gospel and by our 
association with good men and women who 
walk with Christ. 

Ideals come as convictions are formed 
in us. And convictions come by a love 
of the truth and by living for the things 
that matter most. We should always live 
at our best. We should always strive 
after the highest and the holiest. Thus 
are ideals formed and we should always 
be true to them. If we do not betray them 
they stay with us and lead us ever on and 
up. Blessed is the man who has high 
ideals and who dares to follow them. 


ONE BOOK A WEEK 


(Continued from Page 2) 
has come to the conclusions he holds 
through a process of philosophic thinking. 
Professor Shirley Jackson Case, of the 


“A LEGEND OF SAINT 
JOHN” 


A Drama of The Cross 
By LyMAN R. BayarpD 


For Any Time: Especially valu- 
able for Lent, Good Friday, or in 
preparation for Easter. It is also 
appropriate as an Easter drama. 


This new play. depicts the Church at 
Pergamos, “Wherein Antipas was my 
faithful martyr.’ Creon, a young Greek 
Christian, is troubled concerning the 
cross. Saint John visits Pergamos, and 
goes forth into the mountains to re- 
claim Phaedon, the Robber Chief, for- 
merely a Christian. The deeds of the 
day show the principle of sacrifice as 
a vital factor in all life, and Creon 
finds solution for his problem. The 
play is very dramatic and is intense 
with spiritual power. Nearly all the 
words of Saint John are Biblical (most- 
ly from his own writings) or are the 
words used by Clement of Alexandria 
(ec. 150-225) who has given us the nar- 
rative of the Apostle and the Robber. 
The music used in the play conforms to 
the scales and chords used by the 
ancient Greeks. 

There are fifteen named characters. 
As many others as desired comprise the 
Christian Chureh of Pergamos. This 
play could be splendidly performed by 
a men’s class, as most of the characters 
are young men. 


Price, 50 cents per copy. 
20 or more copies, 45 cents per copy. 


Boarp OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION OF THE 
RErorRMED CuHuRCH IN THE U. S. 


1505 Race STREET, PHILADELPHIA, Pa. 
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University of Chicago, and Professor Wini- 
fred Ernest Garrison, of the Disciples 
Divinity House, Chicago, are both histor- 
ians. Their chapters are extremely inter- 
esting as showing how two students of 
Church History can arrive at two such 
utterly different theologies. It is rather 
difficult for me to see much more in Pro- 
fessor Case’s chapter than the faith of a 
“humanist”—that is, one who, to quote his 
own words: believes “what he thinks he 
ought to believe in the light of his own 
experience and knowledge.” The only 
revelation is that which comes through 
one’s own experience. Shade of Karl 
Barth! 


Professor Walter M. Horton, of Oberlin, 
whose book, “Theism and the Modern 
Mood,” attracted much attention two years 
ago; Professor Albert C. Knudson, of Bos- 
ton University; Professor Douglas Clyde 
Macintosh, of Yale University, are teach- 
ers of theology and have spent their lives 
in the realm of pure theology and it is 
interesting to discover what a living, real 
subject theology can be when it is the 
product of a vital faith rather than a sys- 
tem created purely by a _ process of 
abtract reasoning. Professor Ernest F. 
Scott, of Union Theological Seminary, and 
Professor J. Gresham Machen, of West 
minster Theological Seminary, are New 
Testament scholars, and one of the most 
engrossing tasks in reading their chapters 


FOR SALE 


$60,000 Five Per Cent, Thirty Year, 
First Mortgage, 

CEDAR CREST COLLEGE 
BONDS 


Due April 1, 1958, Interest Payable 
Semi-Annually. Total Issue, $525,000. 


E. Wilbur Kriebel, Treasurer 
Cedar Crest College, Allentown, Pa. 
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EDUCATIONAL 
COLUMN 


Theological Seminary of the Reformed 
Church in the U. S., Lancaster, Pa. 


This is the oldest of the educational institu- 
tions of the Reformed Church, It is conducted 
by the three (English) Eastern Synods. The 
Professors, members of the Board of Visitors 
and members ef the Board of Trustees are 
elected by the Synods. It provides a course 
of three years. It has a faculty of eight 
Professors and Instructors. It also offers a 
post-graduate course of two years, leading to 
the degree of Bachelor of Divinity. Tuition is 
free. 

For catalogue or information address the 
President, 


REV. GEO. W. RICHARDS, D. D., LL. D., 
Lancaster, Pa. 


Franklin and Marshall 
College 


Lancaster, Pa. 


Offers Liberal Courses in The Arts and 
Sciences 


Seven new buildings recently erected. 
The “Fackenthal Laboratories’ offers 
most complete equipment for work in the 
Sciences for pre-medical students. The 
new indoor Swimming Pool completes a 
very thorough equipment for athletics. 
The Plan of Comprehensive Final Exam- 
inations enriches the curriculum and 
provides for the most modern needs in 
education. Write for catalog. 


TEM DINOS als MEN RIDI AOR BE. IETi eS ABS, 
President, 


URSINUS COLLEGE 


GEORGE L. OMWAKE, LL.D., President 


Approved by the Middle States Association of 
Colleges and Secondary Sshools, The American 
Association of University Women and the Asso- 
‘ciation of American Universities. Exceptional ad- 
vantages for instruction and study in all branches 
of the sciences and the liberal arts. Group System 
providing special preparation for the professions 
and intellectual occupations. Fourteen modernly 
equipped laboratories, two fine auditoriums, twenty- 
six classrooms, and more than a score of confer- 
ence rooms for professors. Library and Gymnasium. 
Twenty acres of improved fields for athletics. A 
strictly residential college for men and women. 
Expenses held to a minimum. 


For information address 


FRANKLIN I. SHEEDER, Jr. 


Registrar 


COLLEGEVILLB PENNSYLVANIA 


The Mercersburg 
Academy 


Thorough instruction; college prepar- 
atory work being especially successful. 
Personal interest is taken in each boy, 
the aim being to inspire in every pupil 
the lofty ideals of thorough scholarship, 
broad attainments, sound judgment and 
Christian manliness. For catalogue and 
further information, address 


BOYD EDWARDS, D.D., S.T.D., LL.D. 
Headmaster, Mercersburg, Pa. 


Hood College 


Joseph H. Apple, LL. D., 
President 

Accredited college for women. A.B., 
and B.S. in Home Economics. 
Teacher-training. Twelve modern, 
well-equipped buildings, including 
new dormitory. 125 acres. 

For catalogue address 


REGISTRAR, 
HOOD COLLEGE, Frederick, Md. 


is to see how two men can spend their 
lives studying the New Testament and ar- 
rive at such opposite conclusions. Pro- 


fessor Machen, always holding that the 
Christian religion, as it is set forth in the 
Standards of the Reformed Faith, is true, 
finds confirmation of his conviction in the 
New Testament. Professor .Scott ap- 
proaches the New Testament with open 
mind, freed from traditional assumptions, 
believing “that if he can penetrate through 
the ancient forms of thought” he will find 
truth of priceless value, and finds that 
truth. 

No one can read this challenging book 
without feeling how closely related doc- 
trine and life are and how much one’s 
theological convictions are the outcome of 
both his intellectual environment and his 
religious experience, 

Frederick Lynch. 


PHOEBE HOME, ALLENTOWN, PA. 
Rev. F. H. Moyer, Supt. 


Since our family has moved into the new 
building a large number of new applicants 
for admission has been added to our al- 
ready long waiting list. Even without this 
experience the need for the new building 
had been evident. The authorities of the 
Home are anxious to increase the number 
of guests just as fast as possible. The 
admission of guests is however not as 
simple a matter as is generally supposed. 
For every new guest admitted our annual 
maintenance income should be increased 
$400; if that is not done, then funds for 
maintenance will be too small to properly 
support the family. 

To increase the Home’s ability to sup- 
port a larger family several things will 
have to be done. First, the balance of 
subscriptions overdue to the building fund 
should be paid as promptly as possible, and 
the loans made to pay for building costs 
should be paid off. The interest now being 
paid on borrowed money would annually 
support quite a number of guests. The 
Trustees of the Home are planning to re- 
tire all debts, and with the co-operation 
of the constituents of the Home that can 
easily be done in connection with the dedi- 
cation of the new building. 

Second, there should be an annual 
Mothers’ Day offering from each of the 
Home’s constituent parishes. When that 
kind of support is given, the Home can 
safely and rapidly enlarge her family. The 
Trustees of the Home expressed their at- 
titude in this matter in the following 
words, “that it were best, in view of the 
present depression, and the slowing up of 
income for maintenance, to make admis- 
sions into the new building only as fast 
as the income for maintenance will war- 
rant.” To promptly and successfully pro- 
vide for the homeless aged and infirm of 
our Church there will be required the 
hearty co-operation of the Home’s con- 
stituency. 


BETHANY ORPHANS’ HOME 
Rev. Henry E. Gebhard, Supt. 


We were sorry to hear of the death of 
another member of the Board of Managers, 
Mr. Frederick S. Gross, of Philadelphia. 
With his death and that of Mr. Howard 
Knecht, of Bethlehem, in November, we 
have lost two of our oldest members on 
the Board who had spent much time in the 
interest of Bethany. 

The Boy Scout Troop was constituted on 
Wednesday evening, Jan. 12. Richard 
Moll, Robesonia, who is president of West 
Berks District Council, presented the char- 
ter. Richard Powell, Robesonia, scoutmas- 
ter, and his assistants, Luke Smith and 
Maleolm Flickinger, presented the boys 
with their pins. Mr. Henderson, Reading, 
Scout Executive of Berks County, ad- 
dressed the children. Mr. Fromm, Sinking 
Springs, Scout Commissioner, of West 
Berks District, also addressed the chil- 
dren. The boys show much interest and 
we expect the troop to grow. 


EDUCATIONAL 
COLUMN 


Cedar Crest College 
The Reformed Church 


ALLENTOWN, PENNA. 
WILLIAM F. CURTIS, Litt. D. 
President 
A. B. and B. S. Degrees 


Religious Education and Social Service es- 
pecially commended by our Church leaders, 
Exceptional Opportunities for Permanent 
Investments. Confer with the President 
or his Field Associate, Rev. George W. 
Spotts, Telford, Pa. 


Franklin and Marshall 
Academy 


Lancaster Pennsylvania 
A College Preparatory School for Boys 


Enters about 40 boys per year to 12 to 
15 colleges. Phi Beta Kappa honors in 
four colleges last year. Fine school home, 
thorough work and helpful supervision. 
Moderate cost. 


Send for illustrated catalogue. 


EDWIN M. HARTMAN, A. M. Pd.D., 
Principal 


Catawba College 


An accredited college for men and women, [o- 
cated in the healthful Piedmont region of North 
Carolina. Courses lead to the A.B. and B.S. de- 
grees. Special emphasis on preparation for the 
professions, business life, home economics, and 
music. Graduates now enrolled in leading eastern 
professional and graduate schools. 


Outstanding Features: 
High scholarship 


Wholesome campus life 
Minimum charges 
Well-developed program of indoor and outdoor sports 
Summer Sessions: 
June 7 to July 15; July 18 to August 26 
For catalog and registration blanks, address the President, 


HOWARD R. OMWAKE, Ped. D., Litt. D. 
Salisbury, N. C. ; 


HEIDELBERG COLLEGE 


TIFFIN, OHIO 


A STANDARD COLLEGE FOUNDED 1850 
CO-EDUCATIONAL 


College of Arts and Science 
Conservatory of Music ; 
School of Oratory 
Art Department 


Heidelberg insists upon high standards of 
scholarship, personal contact with mature teachers, 
an unmistakable Christian atmosphere, and 
minimum expense. 

During the College year 1930-31 Heidelberg had 
six debates with other colleges and won four of | 
them; one hundred and thirty debates in twenty- 
four years—ninety-three victories and thirty-seven 
defeats. 


For free catalogue write to 


CHARLES E. MILLER, D.D., LL.D. 
President. 


The men of St. John’s, Reading, enter- 
tained the children on Tuesday evening, 
Jan. 17, with a minstrel show. The ehil- 
dren look forth to the annual visit of the 
Reading Minstrels and do not object to 
going to bed late, as the program is al- 
ways very entertaining. 


BOOK REVIEWS 


t 
Colonel Roosevelt — Private Citizen, by 
Earle Looker. 222 pp. Price, $2.50. 
Revell. 
The author of this book was a member 
of the group of boys who played in the 
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White House during the regime of the 
famous T. R. His book, “The White House 
Gang,’ was a real joy to a host of readers. 
Mrs. Theodore Roosevelt said of that book 
that “Mr. Looker gave a picture of Mr. 
Roosevelt’s personal sympathy and under- 
standing.” Of the present volume she 
writes: “With this new work, Mr. Looker 
has so exactly expressed the truth of my 
husband’s last great contribution to his 
country, that I wish to tell him again of 
my appreciation.’ Such a story is a com- 
pelling urge to good citizenship, and the 
millions of admirers of the great statesman 
will find in it a new reason for hearty 
enthusiasm. P. 


Men Without God, by William A. Corey. 

160 pp. Price, $1.50. Revell. 

This is the testimony of a reclaimed 
atheist. The author relates how the mercy 
of God took hold of him and reclaimed him 
from positive unbelief and studied rebel- 
lion. Any man who can speak from ex- 
perience as a trophy of redeeming grace 
naturally gives to his fellows “a spiritual 
document of authentic and constructive 
value.” Such testimonies are greatly need- 
ed in our time. L. 


THE YEAR-BOOK OF AMERICAN 
CHURCHES 


A mounting distrust of liberal theology 
and a renewed interest in the central posi- 
tion for which the supernatural conception 
of the Christian religion stands is seen by 
Professor Henry Pitney Van Dusen of 
Union Theological Seminary, New York, 
in the survey of recent theological trends 
which he has written for the forthcoming 
Yearbook of American Churches, issued 
under the auspices of the Federal Council 
of Churches. ; 

The passing of non-theistie humanism, 
Dr. Van Dusen believes to be a phenome- 
non of 1932. It comes in part from an 
“altered world, a world which no longer 
professes human self-sufficiency but cries 
out for a profounder apprehension of real- 
ity and a more ultimate anchorage for 
life’s struggles. The absorbing reli- 
gious issue of the post-war period was, 
‘Ts there a God?’; there is every indication 
that the heat of interest in the coming 
years will center on the question, ‘What is 
God like? ” 

Dr. Van Dusen, who is professor of the 
philosophy of religion in what is consider- 
ed one of the liberal seminaries of Amer- 
ica, further concludes that liberalism is now 
seen to have been “the characteristic the- 
ology of a romantic and ill-founded pre- 
war optimism. Its premises are being sub- 
jected to devastating criticism.” 

“The evidences of the renascent super- 
naturalism,” says Professor Van Dusen, 
“are too numerous for citation, too clear 
for dispute. One thinks at once of the 
Theology of Crisis which commands a 
steadily increasing attention. But many 
who cannot understand this strange dia- 
lectic theology know that it is saying 
something which they have long dimly felt. 
The growing strength of Anglo-Catholicism 
(felt in America thus far only indirectly), 
the extraordinary power of the so-called 
Oxford Groups, the increasing attention 
to European theology other than Barthian 
—all these and, far more, movements with- 
in common life which are more readily felt 
than defined seem to give a foretaste of 
what lies ahead. They presage radically 
altered perspectives and issues in Amer- 


NOTICE 


Books Reviewed in this Issue 
Books Advertised in this Issue 
—and thousands of other books 
are here for your _ selection. 


BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
OF THE REFORMED CHURCH 
IN THE UNITED STATES 


1505 RACE ST. PHILA., PA. 


ANNOUNCEMENT! 


New Lower Prices on More Popular 


HYMNALS 


Our own CHURCH SCHOOL HYMNAL 


Now 60 cents each in Quantities—70 cents, Single 


Recommended 
One of the very finest collections of 
heartily recommend it. 


country. 
Hymns. We 


Copy, Postpaid 
by educators throughout the 


Beautiful, 


durable cloth binding. Excellent Orders of Worship. 

Orchestration—First Violin, Second Violin, E Flat Alto 
Saxophone, B Flat Tenor Saxophone, First Clarinet, Trom- 
bone, Bass, ‘Cello, Drums, Trumpets and Flute. If volumes 
for $15.00; $2.00 singly. 


The Church School Hymnal for Youth 


Cloth, 90 cents; 5 or more copies, 75 cents each. 
Full morocco, $4.00. 


The book is correlated with the educational 
objectives that enter into the program for Inter- 
mediates, Seniors, and Young People. The 
yolume is unusually rich in source materials for 
worship and program building. 


Conference Edition: Contains 57 pages of 
hymns, four worship programs and a page of 
prayers and collects. 15 cents each; 5 or more 
copies, 12 cents each. 


Orchestration of the Church School Hynmal for 
Youth. $2.00 each. Entire set of nine books, $16.00. 
Arrangements for the following instruments: 
First violin and C melody saxophone, first and 
second cornets. bass and E flat baritone saxo- 
phone, second violin, trombone, ‘cello, E flat alto 
saxophone, clarinet, B flat tenor saxophone. 


Lelie The Church School 
ae Ptymnal 
hee vitor Couth 


Junior Church School 
Hymnal 


Teacher's Edition, 90 cents; 5 or more copies, 75 cents each. 
Pupil’s Edition, 75 cents; 5 or more copies, 60 cents each, 

Correlated with the Junior Program. Services of worship, 
prayers, religious poetry, hymn stories, teaching hints, ma- 
instrumental musie and other 


terial for the Junior choir, 
helps. 


WORSHIP 


Church School 
an 
Home 


Chureh, the Lord’s Prayer, the 
readings and worship programs. 


Primary 
Music and Worship 


For Chureh School and Home 
$1.25 each; 5 or more copies, $1.10 each. 


Songs for Men 


This program book aims to help Primary children 
to relate their every-day experiences to God and 
Jesus in joyful love, gratitude, and comradeship, 
and provides suitable materials for their expression 
of worship. It contains songs, singing games, 
rhythms, instrumental music, and worship sugges- 
tions. 

Paper, 25 cents; 5 or more copies, 20 cents each. 
Linen-lined. 

In addition to familiar hymns within the range 
of men’s voices, this book contains a Brief State- 
ment of the Reformed Faith of the Presbyterian 


Ten Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed; responsive 
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ican theology in 1933.” 

Professor Van Dusen’s survey of theo- 
logical trends is only one of the many nar- 
rative articles which will appear in the 
Yearbook of American Churches, to be 
published Feb. 1 by the Round Table 
Press. The Yearbook is edited by Dr. 
Herman C. Weber, whose vivid presenta- 


tion of statistical matter and charts and 
graphs adds great interest to the data it 
includes. A special pre-publication price 
of $2.50 has been arranged by the Federal 
Council of Churches, under whose sponsor- 
ship the Yearbook is issued. You can 
order it from the Board of Christian Edu- 
cation, 
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MRS. SARAH E. DOCK 


Mrs. Sarah E. Dock, widow of Zachariah 
M. Dock, died at her home in New Bloom- 
field, Pa., on Tuesday evening, Jan. 3, 1933, 
after a brief illness with pneumonia, com- 
plicated by a weak heart. She was aged 


82 years, 11 months and 2 days. 

The deceased was a daughter of Fred- 
erick and Elizabeth (Kell) Souder. Her 
grandfather, Christian Kell, was one of the 
pioneer members of St. Peter’s Church, and 
her sister, Mrs. 8. S. Snyder, was a mis- 
sionary to Japan for many years. 

Mrs. Dock was married twice, first to 
Mr. A. M. Billman, of Spring Township, 
Perry Co. To this union 6 sons were born, 
of whom 4 survive, namely, Frederick H. 
Billman, Metuchen, N. J.; Daniel M., Bed- 
ford, Pa.; Irvin 8., Spring Township, Perry 
County; and the Rev. A. M. Billman, Har- 
risburg, Pa. Her second husband was 
Zachariah M. Dock. To this union one 
daughter was born, Orpha Elizabeth (Mrs. 
Gus Dougherty), of Philadelphia, Pa. 

Mrs. Dock was a woman of admirable 
character, her quiet, gentle manners and 
uniform cheerfulness winning to her the 
love and respect of all who knew her. She 
was a kind and affectionate mother. 

Brief funeral services were held in her 
late home by Rev. R. R. Jones, assisted by 
the Rev. David Dunn, Harrisburg, on Fri- 
day afternoon, Jan. 6. The funeral ser- 
mon was preached by the Rey. R. R. Jones, 
in St. Peter’s Church, and interment was 
made in the adjoining cemetery.—R. R. J. 


MRS. MARY SCHAEFFER 


The “Messenger” lost a constant reader 
and Grace Church, York, Pa., a loyal mem- 
ber in the passing on Nov. 22 last, of Mrs. 
Mary Schaeffer, widow of George Schaeffer. 

Born in York, Pa., on April 25, 1846, the 
daughter of Abraham and Justina Hetrick 
Creamer, she resided in and about York 
her entire life, which reached the span of 
86 years, 6 months and 27 days. 

Upon the organization of Grace Church 
45 years ago, she and her husband became 
charter members. Both maintained loyal 
fellowship with the congregation to the 
end of their days. One of the chief joys 
of her life was to read the “Messenger”, 
which came into her home regularly for 
years. Next to her Church and the Bible, 
nothing gave her more pleasure. She tes- 
tified frequently of the pleasure she had in 
reading it, especially in her later years, 
when she could no longer enjoy the Church 
services because of impaired hearing. 

She passed away at the home of her 
daughter, Mrs. Charles Brown, with whom 
she resided after the death of her husband. 
She is survived by one sister, Mrs. Emma 
Keffler, now in her 93rd year, her daugh- 
ter, and 13 grandchildren. Her husband, 
one son, and two daughters preceded her 
in death. 

The funeral service was held from her 
late home by her minister, the Rev. Irvin 
A. Raubenhold, with burial in Greenmount 


Cemetery. R. 
MRS. BARBARA WEGFAHRT 
STEINBERG 
Mrs. Andrew Steinberg passed away 


Jan. 3 at her home near Corfu, N. Y., at 
the age of 59 years, 6 months, 24 days, 
after an illness of two weeks. The greater 
part of her life was spent in the city of 
Buffalo, where she married Andrew Stein- 
berg on June 11, 1891. Originating from 
old German Reformed stock, she naturally 
clung to the Church of her people. She 
was baptized and confirmed and joined 
Salem Evangelical Reformed Church, Sher- 
man St., Buffalo, then under the pastoral 
leadership of the sainted Pastor Heinze. 
By choice and peculiar fitness she was 
always a faithful Church worker. Nothing 
kept her from her duties there—sacrifice 


New PUBLICATIONS 


VOICES OF LIVING 
PROPHETS 


Sermons by 20 Distinguished 
Preachers of the English- 
speaking world: 

Gaius Glenn Atkins, Walter Russell 
Bowie, S. Parkes Cadman, Raymond 
Calkins, Jas. Stanley Durkee, Harry 
Emerson Fosdick, James E. Ireeman, 
Jas. Gordon Gilkey, Ivan Lee Holt, 
Edwin Holt Hughes, John Alex’r Hut- 
ton, Chas. E. Jefferson, Francis J. Me- 
Connell, John Milton Moore, Jos. Fort 
Newton, Fred’k W. Norwood, A. W. 
Palmer, Ralph W. Sockman, A. Frank 
Smith, Russell Henry Stafford. $2.00 


THE TRAGEDY AND 
TRIUMPH OF EASTER 


By Won. H. Leacn and 
J. W. G. Warp 


A source book of methods and mate- 
rials to help pastors plan a well-round- 
ed observance of Lent and _ Easter. 
Especially valuable material for Good 
Friday services and the THaster service 
of triumph and praise. $1.50 


A CONSERVATIVE LOOKS 
TO BARTH AND BRUNNER 


By Ho_tmes ROLSTON 


The significance of the ‘theology of 
erisis’ to American theology, carefully 
analyzed by a young American scholar. 
Dr. W. E. Garrison says: “A good piece 
of work . . in a very admirable and 
persuasive way.” $1.50 


THE CHRISTIAN ENTER- 
PRISE AMONG RURAL 
PEOPLE 


By Kenyon L. BUTTERFIELD 


The Cole Lectures by America’s dis- 
tinguished authority in the field of 
rural science and sociology. The au- 
thor shows the significance of the 
world’s rural population and challenges 
the whole Protestant Christian enter- 
prise to take distinct leadership in a 
well-set-forth program of rehabilitation 
and reshaping of the rural life of Amer- 
ica, the Old World, and the ar 

1.50 


COURAGE THAT PROPELS 


By G. Ray JorDAN 


15 messages, rich in fresh, practical 
illustrations, calling upon all of us to 
measure up to the needs and oppor- 
tunities of the hour. $1.00 


1505 RACE STREET 


was of no consequence—it was a joy to 
serve in any capacity. She was deeply 
interested in the work of the W. M. 8. and 
for a period of years was local president 
and treasurer of West New York Classical 
W. M. S. : 


Her children, of which there are three, 
Marie, Victor and William, were nurtured 
and trained to love the Church as well. It 
was therefore, the most natural thing in 
the world, that her eldest son, Victor, 
should accept the Christian ministry as 
his life work. It was his mother’s joy to 
behold him in the pulpit, even as it was 
her wish that he conduct her own funeral. 

Late in the year 1925, Mr. and Mrs. 
Steinberg moved to their present home. 
She then transferred her Church member- 
ship in company with her family, to the 
Corfu Presbyterian Church, which she 
served in the best way she knew. Her life 
lived among her trees and flowers, came 
as a great experience in these last years. 
Added to it all was the fine fellowship she 
had with neighbors and newly made 
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THE NEW HANDBOOK OF 
ALL DENOMINATIONS 


By M. PHELAN 


The ‘th Revision of this valuable 
handbook—giving statistical data, brief 
statements of the origin, tenets, raison 
d’etre of the hundreds of denominations, 
sects, and religious groups whieh make 
up religious America. “All about every- 
body,’ says The Christian Century of 
this book. $1.50 


SERMONS FROM LIFE 


By CLARENCE E. MACARTNEY 


23 sermons by the distinguished pas- 
tor of Ist Presbyterian Church, Pitts- 
burgh, written out of the intensely in- 
teresting experience of his ‘“‘down-town” 
pastorates. $1.50 


CHANCEL WINDOWS 


By Bruce S. WricgHT 


A new series of 28 devotional ser- 
monettes—a rich source of devotional 
themes for the preacher, and excellent 
reading for all Christians everywhere. 

$1.00 


THE QUESTION OF THE 
CROSS 


By Epwarp L. KELLER 
10 sermons for the Lenten season, 
treating with deep insight the Christian 
imperative of knowing and applying to 
present-day life and practice the spirit 
of Jesus’ overwhelming sacrifice. $1.00 


THE STIRRED NEST AND 
OTHER SERMONS 


By Teuntis E. GOUWENS 
Sermons of encouragement and chal- f 
lenge delivered by the pastor of 2nd Ps 
Presbyterian Church, Louisville, during 


our present economic crisis. $1.00 
GOD IN THE 
CONSTITUTION 
By Hon. R. Kemp Morton 
Interesting and informative from 


cover to cover—a succinct, timely study ‘ 
of the interplay of religious and politi- ~— 
cal forces to bring about the equality 
of all religious sects before the law. 

$1.00 


PATHWAYS TO THE 
ABUNDANT LIFE 


By J. Marvin CuLBERTH 


In inviting manner the author shows 
modern youth what the abundant life a 
is, what it means, and how it may be | 
obtained. Throughout the author deals 
with live issues. $1.00 


PHILADELPHIA, PENNA, 


friends in her Sunday School, Woman’s 
Organization and Corfu Study Club. 
Surviving are her husband, Andrew 
Steinberg; one daughter, Marie, wife of — 
Dr. E. J. Knaus, of Solon, Ohio; two sons, — 
Rey. Victor Steinberg, of Martinsburg, — 
Pa., and William, at home; four grand- 
children; two sisters, Mrs. John Haupt-— 
mann, of Buffalo, Miss Mamie Wegfahrt, 
of Newark, N. Y.; one brother, George — 
Wegfahrt, of Buffalo; and a host of — 
friends. She was buried Jan 6th from her 
late home and Corfu Presbyterian Chureh, 
her son Victor officiating, assisted by 
Rev. Mr. Eaton, of Corfu, N. Y. Int 
ment was made in the Corfu Cemetery. 


All the way my Savior leads me, — 
What have I to ask beside, , 
Can. I doubt His tender merey, 
Who thru life has been my guide? 
Heav’nly peace, divinest Comfort, _ 
Here by faith in Him to dwell, — 
For I know, whate’er befall me, _ 
Jesus doeth all things well. 
Florence W. Steinber 


